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HISTORY OF THE SALEM AND DANVERS AQUEDUCT. 


—_— 


BY Cc. M. BNDICOTT. 


“Where water, clear as diamond-spark, 
In a stone bason fell. 
Above, some half-worn letters say, 
‘Brink. weary. pilgrim, drink. and. pray. 


For. the. kind. soul. 


of. Sydil. Gray. 


OB ho. built. this. cross. and. weil.’ ” 


It is conceded by all medical men, that pure 
water, equally with pure air, is among the first 
requisites to the health of a city; and it is also 
generally acknowledged that analysis has de- 
monstrated our city to be supplied with as pure,if 
not the purest water of any place in the Union— 
that it is no figure of speech to say it is as 
‘*clear as diamond-spark,” and so free from 
vegetable decom position and acids, that it exerts 
no action upon lead, or any other deleterious 
substance, with which it comes in contact.* All 
visitors, as well as our own citizens who have 
left for a residence elsewhere, are usually im- 
pressed with the conviction, that a glass of 
cold water from the springs which supply Sa- 
lem, or in other words, Salem Aqueduct water, 
is as exhilarating, and to them more refreshing 





* A piece of lead through which the water had 
coursed upwards of twenty-five years in Barton 
Square was found as fresh and free from any corro- 
sion as when first laid down; and this has been found 
the case throughout the city. 


vot. ur. 14 


[Scott's Marmion.] 


than a draft of England’s ale. And those far 
secing men who contributed to confer this in- 
estimable blessing upon our city are worthy, like 
our motto, of perpetual remembrance as the ben- 
efactors of our race. The late Dr. Holyoke ex- 
pressed the opinion that the health of our city 
was much improved by the introduction of such 
pure water; and that several agonizing com- 
plaints, such as stone in the bladder, troubles 
| in the kidneys, and bowel complaints generally, 
were much lessened, and in some instances 
almost wholly eradicated since that period.— 
| Our Puritan fathers were not insensible to its 
, excellence, which is thus spoken of by a recent 
| pleasant writer: ‘Even the common spring 
water in the country was averred to be superior 
by those zealous historsans whose pens were 
dipped in rose water. Wood says “it is farre 
different from the water of England, being not 
so sharp, but of a fatter substance, and of a 
more jettie color; it is thought there can be no 
better water in the world.” It was probably 
from the consideration of the benefits thus con- 





















































ferred that the town of Salem did not, until 
within a few years, tax the real estate of the 
Company. 

Several small individual enterprises had been 


simultaneously undertaken for supplying a 
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small portion of the inhabitants bordering on | 


Danvers by means of an aqueduct ; for instance, 
a fountain was built and logs laid down in 1796 
to supply Frye’s Tavern and the 
in the immediate neighborhood. It was incor- 

porated under the name of the ‘Proprietors of 

Frye’s Aqueduct” in 1807, but was operated | 
several years before by private individuals.— 
The fountain was situated in the Horse Pas- 
ture. of the 

which had its fountain in | 
the Pickman land, and was incorporated in 
1801; the first consisting of only five individ- 
uals, viz: Daniel Frye, 


inhabitants 


Also another, under the name 


*- Union Aqueduct,”’ 


Eleazer Pope, Jacob | 


B. Winchester, John Stimpson, James Brown; | 


and the last of only six, viz: 
Shillaber, Sam’l Purinton, 
Amos Purinton, Lydia Trask. ; 

But the first concerted plan, however, of 
laying down an Aqueduct on a grand scale and 
supplying the inhabitants generally of 
and Danvers with pure spring water from the 


Caleb Low, 


Step. Larrabee, 


grounds in the neighborhood of Spring Pond | 


was first conceived in the year 1796. Salem in 
particular had suffered much inconvenience 
froma want of a sufficient supply of good, 
wholesome water for drinking, culinary and | 
laundry purposes. Their works were thenand 
have ever since continued to be situated upon 
the suutherly side of the old Boston road, just | 
this side of Brown’s Pond and about half a 


Rob’t | 


Salem | 


| Sam. 








confide nee in the undertaking from the bey gin- 
ning, which probably arose from doubts as to 
the quantity of water the grounds would sup- 
ply. 

The first meeting held was on the 30th De- 
cember, 1796, at the Sun Tavern, when Jacob 
Ashton was chosen Chairman and John Jenks 
clerk; which meeting resulted in the choice of 
a committee, consisting of Edward Southwick, 
Win. Gray, Jr.,and Joshua Ward, to procure an 
Act or Ixcorroration, and to purchase the ne- 
cessary logs, contract for boring the same and 


| . 
| also to. contract with the owners of land through 


which the Aqueduct is to pass for that privi- 
lege, and also to do whatever they may think 
proper. to forward the business as the season 
It may be in- 
teresting at this time to recount the names of 
such public spirited citizens of Salem and Dan- 
vers a8 attended that preliminary meeting, all 
of whom have passed ‘to that undiscovered 


and circumstances may require. 


country from whose bourne no traveller re- 
viz: Abel Lawrence, Wm. Gray, Jr., 
Gray, Joshua Ward, Icha. Nichols, Wm. 
Orne, Jerath. Peirce, Wm. Lang, Nath. West, 
Ashton, Squiers Shove, John Jenks, 
Southwick, Jona. Dean, Jos. Fenno, 
Benj. Carpenter, Abner Chase, Philip Chase, 
Aaron Wait, Jacob Crowninshield, Jos. Aborn, 
James Bott, Edw. Pulling, Folger Pope, John 


turns,”’ 


Jacob 
Edw. 


| Gardner, Jr., Sam. Derby, John Norris, John 


mile in a North-Easterly direction from Spring | 


Pond—the ground here being very spungy and | 
most of the year full of water. No water 
within a circuit of six miles from Salem was 
found 89 pure as in these grounds. Their ope- 
rations were at first very primitive and simple, 
consisting of a large size fish hogshead fora 


fountain, sank into the earth, and saplings of | 


three inches bore for the main pipe. As mig\t 
be expected these did not long continue. In 


fact, all their precautions i sicated a want of 


Daland. Besides these were the following per- 
sons interested in the undertaking who did not 
attend this preliminary meeting, viz: Elias 
| Hasket Derby, Wim. Prescott, Benj. Pickman, 
| Benj. Pickman, Jr., Benj. Goodhue, George 
Dodge, B. A. Holyoke, John Gardner, David 
| Nichols, Sylvester Osborne, Wm. Stearns, 
Benj. Watkins, Eben. Putnam and Zadock 
Buffinton. 

The memorial subsequently submitted by 


this committee to the Legislature was as fol- 


lows : 
To the honourable Senate and the honourable 
louse of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 


| Massachus:tts, in General Court assembled: 


The memorial of William Gray, Jr., of Salem, in 































the county of Essex, Merchant, Edward Southwick 
of Danvers, in said county of Essex, Merchant, and 
Joshua Ward of said Salem, Merchant, for and on 
behalf of themselves and others, their asscciates, re- 
spectfully show: 

That the Inhabitants of the said Town 6f Salem 
are in general but poorly supptied with water, and 
at no time with water that will wash, and that at 
this time thereare many wellsin that town which 
are dry—that there are withina few miles of that 
Town many ponds and springs, from which the In- 
habitants of said Town may be abundantly supplied 
with good water by means of an Aqueduct. And 
that many persons of thatand the neighboring towns 
have associated themselves together for the purpose 
of Petitioning this honourable Court for a charter of 
incorporation, and for this intention have appointed 
your memorialists a committee to obtain such char- 
ter of incorporation, 

Wherefore your memorialists pray this honourable 
Court that they and their associates in said business 
may be incorporated with such powers and under 
such restrictions as your honours may judge proper, 
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| ing therefor. It further provided fora protee- 


tion of the | rs 80 laid, “that if any person 
shall maliciously or wantonly injure said aque- 
duct, he or she upon indictment and conviction 
thereof shall be punished by a fine not execed- 
ing three hundred dollars, one-half to go to the 
proprietors and the other half to the use of the 
town; and shall be liable to pay treble danr 
ages to said Proprietors, to be reeevered by ac 


| tion of the case.”’ 


The proprietors organized under this charter 
on the 7th April, 1797, by the choice of Wm, 
Gray, Jr., President, Jacob Ashton Vice Pres- 


' ident, John Jenks Treasurer, and Joshua Ward, 


Nichols was chesen Agent. 


Edward Southwick and John Norris, Directors, 
and on the 19th Get. ef the same year Thomas 
The number of 


| shares were ordered to be ene hurdred of one 


for the purpsse of bringing fresh water from said | 


ponds and springs into the said town of Salem. And 
as in duty bound will ever pray. 

Wittiaw Garay, Jr., 
Eow’p Soutuwick, 
Jusuva Warp, 
January, 1797. 


Signed, 
Committee, 


A charter was accordingly obtained, dated 
9th March, 1797, under the style of the “Pro- 
PRIETORS OF THE SaLem AND Danvers Aguver- 
puct, for the purpose of conveying fresh water 


hundred dollars each, making a capital of TEN 
On the 14th day of Nov. 
they ‘established rules and regulations for the 
direction of those persons who take water.’ 
The next year (1798) the company built a res- 


THOUSAND DOLLATS., 


| ervoir of 10 feet deep and about 24 feet square 


by subterranean pipes into the towns of Sa- ; ‘ , 
3 te | his own right, of Wm. Shillaber 11] acres of 


lem and Danvers,’’ but designated no _particu- 
lar place from which they should bring it. It 
authorized the proprietors to hold real estate 
not exceeding thirty thousand dollars, and gave 
them liberty to enter upon and open any part 


of the strects, highways or townways in Salem | 


and Danvers fur the purpose of placing such 
pipes as may be necessary for the building and 
completing or repairing such Aqueduct. It 


was also provided that the towns of Salem and | 


Danvers severally shall have the privilege of 
placing conductors into the pipes for the pur- 
pose of drawing such water therefrom as may 
be necessary when any Mansion House or Barn 


or other building shall be on fire without pay- 


on Gallows Hill, and agreed with the Proprie- 
tors to pay them six dollars per year for the 
term of seven years. They completed their 
works and began to supply water to the inhab- 
itants in the spring of 1799, and paid the first 
dividend of profits in Nov. of that year. On the 
14th March, 1799, Wm. Gray, Jr., bought, in 


land in the Horse Pasture, contiguous to the 
Aqueduct Fountain; and 2lst Feb’y, 1800, the 
President and Directors were authorized to pur- 
chase the land where the fountain was situated 
—which had been already anticipated by Mr. 
Gray. Mr. Gray conveyed to Jona. Shillaber, 
March 30, 1800, all but oneacre, which he re- 
served probably for the use of the Aqueduct. 
They continued to make dividends until Feb’y, 
1804, and divided in all forty-one dollars per 


i share in seven years, being a fraction less than 


six per ct. on their capital. On the 2lst Feb’y, 
1800, the income was found inadequate to the 
necessary repairs and expenses attending the 











108 


Aqueduct, and the price for consumers was in- 
creased from five dollars per family to 60 cents 
per month. In August, 1802, the old fish 
hogshead fountain gave out and it was found 
necessary to build a new fountain, when the 
Company bought of Caleb Low 5 acres of land, 
belonging to the estate of William Shillaber, 
and erected a new fountain under the super- 
vision of Wm. Gray President, Joshua Ward 
and John Norris Directors, to the Southward 
and Westward of the old one, and voted ‘to 
cover it with a roof to keep out the filth that 
had injured the water.’’ In June, 1803, the 
agent was directed to open the pipe that led to 
Wm. Gray’s wharf and dispose of water at | 
twelve and a half cents per hogshead. In | 








man Street and continue both ways until he 
meets at or near the common sewer in Norman 
Street. Between the years 1804 and 1807 
the company assessed two hundred and 
sixty-five dollars a share, as authorized by 
the vote of February, 1804, making altogether 
26,500 dollars. In 1804 the Directors thought 
best to employ some person to contract for the 
logs and engaged Capt. Asa Towne, who was 
immediately despatched for that purpose. 

In July, 1805, the Proprietors ‘Voted That 
the logs of 5 inch bore be continued down Es- 
sex Street as far as Richard Ward's, if there 


_ be logs enough for that purpose, and that two 


logs of 3 inch bore be carried on each side of 


| the pavement as far as John Gardner’s corner 


Feb’y, 1804, it was discovered the saplings | leading to the common.” In this month the Di- 
which constituted the main logs were also rectors reported to the Proprietors ‘‘that they 
giving out, which discouraged many of the | had endeavored to obtain what information they 
undertakers, and the project appeared likely, | could respecting the rent proposed for the use of 
at this time, to be abandoned—the stockhold-| the water from the Aqueduct, and among oth- 
ers were perfectly aghast when it was proposed | ers they had procured the rates that the Bos- 
to lay down a new log of five inch bore, and | ton Proprietors had for the water they sup- 
the question was asked, ‘‘who could be expect- | plied,’’ which after being read they 

ed to find sufficient funds for that purpose?’’| Voted to adopt the Boston prices as the rate 
Our highly respected townsman, the late Jos. | fur the Salem and Danvers Aqueduct, and that 
Peabody, who had but recently become a stock- | | for the use of the water from the Aqueduct the 
holder, enquired how much would be required | | following sums shall be paid annually : 

for the purpose, was answered at least $20,000, lst For a family of five persons..... Eight dollars. 
replied, ‘I will be answerable for it.” This | 2d For a family of six persons and less 
gave new impulse to the drooping energies of | ,,"h#" twelve en Goltame, 


3d For a family of twelve persons or 
the company and it was immediately ‘Voted | upwards...................0005 Twelve dollars. 


That a new log be laid down for the Aqueduct | 4th For a Public or Boarding house Twelve dollars. 


of a bore not less than five inches, and that the | | 
President and Directors be and they are hereby | 


authorized to assess such sum and sums of 


5th For a West India Guods Store from 


Eight to Twelve dollars. 
Cth For a Mansion house and West 


roof to be supplied from one tube 





India Goods Store under the =| Sixteen dollars. 


money to carry the business of laying down the | /y, not to ex 

new loginto execution.’’ In June, 1803, Eben’r On the 26th Nov., 1805, the Proprietors met 
Moultonwas appointed to overseeand take care of at the Sun Tavern, to determine into what 
the Aqueduct. He is to attend to the Fountain, | | streets and how far the main tube of the Aque- 
Cistern, principal pipes and the Lranches, to | bow shall be further laid, when they ‘Voted 
see that they are in order and to keep them in | that Mr. James Bott, the Superintendent, be 
repair and that no person wastes the water. If | and hereby is authorized to procure such a 
he can obtain ‘fifteen branches in Norman | quantity of logs and of such sizes as he shall 
Street he is to carry the Aqueduct into that | think necessary for the Aqueduct for the next 
street, beginning at Capt. Wm. Orne's house | season, for carrying it further into the lower 
n Summer Street and Mr. Eveleth’s in Nor-! part of the town and for branches.”’ 
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the Company made no dividend of profits, their 
earnings being wholly absorbed in the outlay 
of laying a new log and extending their works, 
besides the $26,500 assessed upon the Proprie- 
tors. The Company had now expended on their 


| count of the Corporation.” 
| prietors bought two rights in the Sheep Pas- 





| which was to be paid by vote ‘‘out of the first 


money which may be collected for rents on ac- 
In 1814 the Pro- 


ture of Eben’r Jacobs, and in December of the 


works $44,100, including lost dividends, mak- | eame year they petitioned the C. C. C. Pleas 


ing the shares stand at 441 dollars each. 
In Jan’ry, 1810, Wm. Gray, Jr., resigned 


| for a partition of the said Sheep Pasture, ‘‘as 
they hold it in common with others unknown,”’ 


his office as President of the Corporation, hav- and they are desirous of holding the same in 


| 


ing removed to Boston during the past year, | severalty. This petition was not granted until 


and Jacob Ashton, Esq., was chosen in his 


place. In 1813 the Company bought from | 


the heirs of Lydia Proctor, who was the 
daughter of Wm. Shillaber, 4 acres of land 
and on the 6th September, 1813, they 
bought of Wm. Gray, Jr., the oneacre of land 


reserved by him in the sale to Jona. Shillaber 


in 1801. In Feb’y, 1811, a suit was settled with 


Wm. Gray, Jr., one of the Company’s earliest 


patrons, fur money he represented as having paid 
Capt. Asa Towne, his agent, for James Gridley, 
on account of machinery for boring logs for 


the Company, which cost the corporation some | 


1230 dollars. Of the merit of this demand 
the records make no mention, but we have the 
guarantee of the officers, Jacob Ashton, Joseph 
Peabody and Joshua Ward, with their counsel, 
William Prescott, that it was not considered a 
fair claim and therefore was resisted. 

On the 14th June, 1814, a meeting was 
called of the Proprietors in consequence of the 
frequent complaints of the failure of water, 


when it was voted “that a committee of three | 


persons be chosen to superintend the business 


of the Aqueduct Fountain and to devise means | 


for the increase in the supply of water,’’ which 


committee consisted of Jerath. Peirce, Ichabod | 
Nichols and John Derby. At the same time | 


it was voted ‘‘inexpedient to sell any of the 
land owned by the proprietors and that the 
President and Directors be authorized to lease 
such part of the land as they may think best for 
a term not exceeding ¢en years.”’ In Sept., 1814, 
the Company paid for building and repairing the 
Fountain seven hundred and sixty-one dollars, 
also suspended the collection of rents, and 


2 | 


| the year 1840. 


| In 1816, in consequence of great complaints 
| having been made by persons who have branches 
of the Aqueduct that they have not been sup- 
plied with water sufficient for the use of their 
| families, the proprictors were instructed at 
| their meeting in January to order that from 
| and after the Ist day of May next all branches 
| leading to manufactories, such as distilleries, 
| tan-yards, tallow-chandlers, soap-boilers, brew- 
| ers, curriers, bathing-houses and stables, be 
| discontinued, and further ‘‘ Voted, That every 
| man who has a branch of the Aqueduct, and 
| shall refuse or neglect strictly to comply with 
| the rules established by the company, shall be 
_ deprived of the use of it; and the agent of the 
| corporation is hereby required to give notice 
| to every individual who takes the water, that 
| the branch of any one, who shall waste or give 
| away the water, or allow the drawing place to 
be left so exposed as that his neighbors may 
come and take it, shall immediately be cut off; 
| and that every person, whose drawing place is 
not in his dwelling-house or out-house, shall, 
| within fifteen days, inclose it in a box, the 
| door of which shall be locked, so that no per- 
son shall draw water but for the use of the 
| families that pay for it; and any person who 
shall refuse or neglect to comply with this reg- 
ulation shall, at the expiration of the fifteen 
days from and after this seventh day of May, 
1816, be deprived of the use of the water.” 


In 1816 the Corporation paid B. C. Gilman 
eight hundred dollars for instruments and ma- 





chinery to discover leaks in the Aqueduct—thi® 












proved un unnecessary and dissatisfactury ex- 
penditure, 

In 1817 the Proprictors bought of Arch. 
Rea, Ezra Northey and Sam’l Holman, Jr., 
Executors of the estate ef Jonathan Mason, a 
lot of land en Sewall street, where they subse- 
quently built a reservoir of 22,000 gallons ca- 
pacity and erected some emall buildings for 
their own use. In Sept., 1817, John Jenks 
being through indispositiea jacapable of at- 
tending to the duties of Treasurer and Clerk, 
the books of the Corporation were surrendered 
to the President, Mr. Ashton. In Noy., 1817, 
Ben}. Blanchard was chosen Agent of the Pro- 
prictors, and was also chosen Clerk of the 
Corporation at a subsequent mecting. 

The company went on smoothly from 1807 
until 1818, making regular semi-annual divi 
dends, passing during that period only three, 
amounting te about four thousand dollars, 
which were absorbed in the outlay on 
the works. At this time (1818) a want of 
water began again to be experienced, and a 
committee was chosen, consisting of Jacob 
Ashton, E. HI. Derby, Jos. Peabody, Joshua 
Ward and John Osgood, ‘to take the subject 
respecting the Aqueduct generally into consid- 
eration, and to make a report of the state of 
the same at an adjournment.” The supply to 
manufacturers had been stopped two years 
previous, and yet the supply for families was 
not sufficient. Also, voted—in anticipation of 
a large outlay, ‘‘that the Treasurer be author- 
ized to hire three thousand dollars for the use 
of the Aqueduct.”’ On the 10th Noy., 1818, a 
meeting of the Proprietors was called, ‘to re- 
ceive of the Directors and Agent of the Corpo- 
ration such information respecting the present 
state of the Aqueduct as they may be able to 
give, and to adopt such measures for procuring 
a greater and more regular supply of water as 
the Proprietors may think expedient.’’ This 
Committee did not report at this meeting, but 
the Proprietors, never tiring in their endeavors 
to satisfy the public, ‘+ Voted unanimously, that 


the Directors be authorized to lay a range of , 
jogs from the Fountain to the Town Bridge, or | 
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further if necessary, and that the expense 
thereof be defrayed, as far as practicable, from 
the income of the Aqueduct, and that they also 
be authorized to hire money or raise it by assess 
ment on the Proprietors, if they should find it 
> In 1819 the Proprietors made an 
arrangement with the Salem Iroa Factory 
Corp». to erect a boring mill at such place and 
on such terms as the directors and agents of 
the parties shall agree. 


necessary.’ 


The first logs were 
bored by hand, in varieus places, and proved 
very imperfect, and were not bored by machine- 
ry until this time. The officers of the Corpo- 
ration were now Jacob Ashton President, Jos. 
Peabody Vice President, E. H. Derby, Joshua 
Ward and John Stone, Directors. Nov. 11, 
1818, ‘‘The Directors requested the Agent, 
Benj. Blanchard, to proceed to Manchester in 
New Hampshire and elsewhere, to ascertain on 
what terms he could procure 15,000 feet of 
yellow pine for logs, ta be 11 inches heart at 
the small end.’’ Thecistern or reservoir being 
situated in the horse pasture, [known as the 
Gallows Hill reservoir] and in case they have 
occasion te place another there, in December, 
1818, the Proprietors bought of the estate of 
Curtis Searl one right anda half in that di- 
vision of common lands in Salem formerly 
known by the name of the horse pasture, after- 
wards a part of Gallows Jill Pasture. Feb’y 
8, 1819, the Directors authorised the President 
to procure at the Salem Bank a loan of one 
thousand dollars and give his note for the same 
on account of the Proprietors of the Aqueduct. 
On the 19th April, 1819, ‘‘the Proprietors of 
the Gallows Hill Pasture agreed that the Pro- 
prietors of the Salem and Danvers Aqueduct 
may occupy the cistern or reservoir they now 
have in the pasture, with liberty to pass to and 
from, repair, rebuild, or enlarge the same, on 
condition of their relinquishing to the Proprie- 
tors of this pasture the uee of a right anda 
half, or cow lease, being the land bought of 
the estate of Curtis Searl, to this Proprietory, 
so long as the said parties are satisfied there- 
with.’’ On the 12th Oct., 1819, the Proprie- 
tors bought the right of 26 persons, resident 











im Salem and Danvers, ‘to enter into their 
lands and there dig up the earth to a sufficient 
depth and of sufficient width, for the purpose 
of laying and sinking one or more pipes or logs 
for an Aqueduct from the Fountain of said 
proprietors at Spring Pond, so called, in Salem, 








or elswhere, into the settled parts of said towns, 
80 a8 to supply the inhabitants of those towns 
with fresh water. 
laying down what was afterwards known as 
the Pond Log—for which the Company bought 
the 15,000 feet of yellow pine. 

On the 28th July, 1820, “John Osgoood, 
Fsq., with the Agent, Benj. Blanchard, was 
requested to visit the Fountain to ascertain 


This was preparatory to 


whether it is necessary to make any alterations 
and repairs, and if it should be found necessa- 
ry the said Agent be authorized to agree with 
any person or persons to make such repairs 
and alterations.””> The Company did not make 
any dividends of profits from Noy., 1818 to 
May, 1821, all their carnings being expended 
in laying down the new log. On 22d March, 
1822, Benjamin Blanchard was sent to Boston 


aT) 
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to ascertain what he could obtain iron castings 


In Uct., 1829, 
the Company bought of Eben’r and Sam’l J. 
Shillaber a lot of land back of Federal street, 
from the middle of Carpenter street to the 


for, to unite the aqueduct logs. 


channel of the North River, for a convenient | 


place to store logs, and built there a building | 


to protect them from the weather. 


tain, of Jacob Gallucia, containing about one | 
acre. The office of President became vacant | 


by the death of Mr. Ashton in the winter of 
1829-30 and on the I4th Jan’y, 1830, Jos. 
Peabody, Esq., was chosen to supply his place. 


Mr. Peabody was an efficient officer, took great | 


interest in the Company, and continued its 


President until his death in 1844, having been | 
some 40 years associated in the direction of the | 


Corporation. The Company ‘rom 1821 madereg- | 
ular dividends semi-annually and went on 
smoothly for several years. No complaints were 
made of a deficiency of water; but the gre itest ob- | 
stacle they had to cucounter during that period | 


They also 
bought a lot of land situated near their foun- | 


was in 1834,when a project was incontemplation 
for laying down a new aqueduct, which origi- 
nated in the common misapprehension of the 
immense profit of the present one, and a mis- 
understanding with one of the water-takers, 
who violated with impunity and insult the 
Rules and Regulations established by the Pro- 
prietors. Thus does the private spleen of an 
individual often work its way prejudicially on 
the public mind. An Act of Incorporation 
was obtained and most of the stock subscribed 
for, when they opened a negotiation with this 
corporation ; and on the 10th of October, 1834, 
a meeting was held in consequenee by this 
company, who always have been the servants 
of the publie and willing on all occasions to 
hear any complaints, whether reasonable or 
otherwise. They chose at this meeting a com- 
mittee of nine stockholders, “to examine into 
the state of the affairs of the corporation and 
the expediency of altering any of the by-laws, 
or establishing new ones, and making any reg- 
ulations as to the price at which the water is 
furnished, and of adopting any measures whieh 
the present circumstances may require, with 
instructions to report ata future meeting of 
the Corporation.’’ This Committee reported on 
the 23d of October, and the result was a con- 
siderable deduction in the tariff of prices, but 
with such modifications that the income of the 
Company was not materially diminished and 
they were still able to hold their heads above 
water. 'The officers of the Company at this time 
were Jos. Peabody President, E. H. Derby Vice 
President, John G. King, David Perkins, Wm. 
F. Gardner, Nathan Robinson, Directors. The 
consequence of this alteration in the tariff of 
prices was the abandonment of the new aque- 
duct and all proceedings on the part of the 
Thus ended this unjust and 
cruel warfare upon a eompany to whom the 
city, in its beginning, was under the heaviest ob- 
ligations—which came to it with healing on its 
wings, and the opposition to which it was sub- 
jected had its origin in such an unworthy and 
mercenary motive. 


During this year (1834) the Company laid 


new company. 
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down the first iron pipe of six inches bore, | of water required. Your committee therefore 
from North street down Essex street as far as | recommend that the corporation cause a new 
Newbury street, or what was formerly called wooden pipe without branches, for the sap- 
John Gardner’s corner, and which still con-| ply of customers, and connected with iron 
tinues in a very fair state of preservation.— | joints, to be laid down from the fountain 
This outlay of five thousand dollars was also to the reservoir on Gallows Hill; they 
paid for out of the earnings of the Company. also advise that a committee be author- 
The want of water was now apparent, and it | ized to procure on loan the funds requisite 
had now become necessary for water takers to pay for eaid pipes, and to apply one-half 
generally to affix pumps to their branches to of the water rents (after providing for the an- 
enable them to get any water, and in the year nual disursements) to the liquidation of the 
1839 the Corporation applied to the Legisla-| principal and interest of said loan, until the 
ture ‘for such additional powers as will enable | same shall be fully paid.” Ata subsequent 
them so far to extend and improve the works of | meeting the report was accepted, and that the 
the Corporation as to provide a full and constant | Directors with Gideon Tucker ‘and Ephraim 
supply of water for the use of the inhabitants | Emmerton constitute the finance committee. 

of Salem and Danvers, and for power to increase | Nine thousand dollars were subsequently hired 
the number of shares of said Corporation if the | | of the Savings Bank for the purpose of laying 
same shall be necessary.”” They obtained such | down this pipe, which was paid for out of the 
power from the Legislature, dated April 6, | earnings of the Aqueduct. Onthe 5th Nov., 
1839, which was accepted by the stockholders 1839, it was voted ‘ex, .dient to connect the 
at their annual meeting on 2d of May, at | logs lately laid down from the new Fountain to 
which time a committee of nine stockholders | the reservoir on Gallows Hill to the main iron 
was appointed ‘‘to consider whether any addi- | pipe near Summer street, and that the same be 
tional measures ought to be taken by the Cor- | immediately carried into effect.” In Nov., 
poration to furnish a more adequate and con- 1840, in consequence of the want of water ex- 
stant supply of water, and whether it is prac- | perienced at this time, a log was “laid from 
ticable and expedient to enlarge the number of | the Pool to the lower fountain, 60 that a por- 
shares for that purpose, and to consider of and | tion of the water may be drawn from the pool 
recommend any improvements in the manage- | to the fountain.’’ A deficiency of water was 
ment of the affairs of the Corporation which | still experienced, and the Directors had at one 
they may deem for the interest of the Proprie- | time in contemplation to conduct the waters 
tors.”” This committee subsequently reported, | from Brown’s Pond to the present fountains on 
“That from representations made and from | the land of the Corporation, and for this purpose 
their own investigations, they are fully satis- | | appointed acommittec of three persons to con- 
fied that the quantity of water brought into | ‘sider the expediency of it. This was, however, 
the city by the present main pipes is inadequate | neveradopted. In September, 1843, that old and 
to furnish the inhabitants who depend upon | | faithful officer of the Corporation, Benj. Blan- 
the Corporation for their supply of water, and | chard, died, much lamented by his associates, 

this deficiency is probably owing to the follow- | the President and Directors of this Corporation. 

ing causes—first, extensive leaks and serious | | Mr. Blanchard was thought not always to have 
obstructions which it is impossible to discover | | sufficiently combined the fortiter in re with the 
before the season is far spent. Secondly, that suaviter in modo; but his duties were perplex- 
the number of new branches added since the | | ing and onerous, while keeping a watchful eye 
main was laid down in 1819 reduces the head of, for the interests of the Corporation. The Com- 
water so fast, that with the pipes in good repair pany continued to reserve one-half the rents 
they would but imperfectly furnish the amount! arising from the use of the water to liquidate 
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the loan of 1839, but in Nov., 1844, omitted 
one dividend altogether. At this time the ex- 
penses of the Corporation were uncom only 
large, by removing and repairing the Boring 
Mill ani putting up a steam engine for boring 
logs. It was estimated up to this time the 
Company had expended one hundred thousand 
dollars on their works, or $1000 per share. The 
Company from this time until 1849 were evi- 
dently failing in the quantity of water, with the 
pleasant prospect of its soon giving out alto- 
gether; and were groaning under the constant 
new applications for water, feeling the sapply 
was not then adequate to the demand; when, 
fortunately for the Company as well as for the 
town, the Steam Cotton Mill was suffering for 
the want of pure water for its boiler and turned 
its attention to the Aqueduct, the Proprietors 
of which commenced to’ buy up the shares, 
evidently with a view to get the corttro? of the 
Corporation. This, while it alarmed many 
timid stockholders, was the nrost fortunate cir- 
caumstance which could have befatlerr the Com- 
pany—for whife the energies and confidence of 
the old stockholders were evidently drooping, 
and they were doubtful what course was_ best 
for them to pursue, believing all they had left 
was their franvhise, and while they were con- 
sidering by a committee the power of the Cor- 
poration for procuring an adequate supply of 
water for the purposes contemplated by the 
charter, and the expediency aut feasibility of 
increasing those means by laying down other 
and larger pipes, also of increasing the capital 
stock of the Corporation, they were relivved 
from further anxiety by the action of the new 
stockholders, who addressed a letter to the Di- 
rectors, requestiny them to call a special mect- 
ing for the following purposes, viz: ‘‘to deter- 
mine if the stockholders will vote to bring a 
larger supply of water into the city, and t» 
ascertain if they will extend their pipes and 
water into South Salem, and ty determine if 
they will increase the numer of Directors to 
nine, and to consider if they will 
new shares of $100 each for each 
anit» ascertain if they will make 
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issue four 
old share, 
four hur- 


dred new shares in addision, of SLWO each, to 
nable them to lay down an iron pipe of ll 
inch bore from the present fountains to near 
the head of Federal street.’’ This meeting was 
called on the 28th Nov., 1849, and the stockhold- 
ers voted to adopt all the above suggesti ms and 
the Corporation was thrown conppletely into new 
hands, Newly the whole old Board of Direc- 
tors having resigned, a new organization of the 
company then took place, consisting of Wim. 
D. Waters Pres’t, Eben’r Sutton Vice Presi- 
dent, Joseph S. Leavitt, John Lovejoy, Win. 
Lumourus and C. M. Endicott Directors. One 
of the first acts of the new organization was tu 
authorize the Treasurer to hire, from time to 
time, an amount of money not exceeding fifteen 
thousand dollars, and to give his noteor notes in 
behalfof the Company for the sanre. They inv - 
mediately laid down an iron pipe leading throug! 
Union street tothe Steam Cotton Mills in South 
Salen, and the Company gave’ permission to the 
Factory to draw water thereffom during the 
nighttime. Under the impression of some intor- 
mality at the meeting of Nov., 1849, on the 9th 
of March, 1850, at a special meeting, the Corpo- 
ration **voted to choose five Directors to fillvacan- 
cies,’’ when David Pingree, Philip Chase, Wm. 
Dy. Waters, Sam’l B. Waleott and Rob’t Peele 
were chosen. Atthis meeting the Proprietors 
s» far altered the By-taws as to make the whole 
mum er of shares in the corporation one thou- 
sand, and that the par value shal be one hun- 
dred dollars. ‘Fhe new stock was eventually 
all takerv up, but it dragged heavily for some 
time, under the ingpression that the whole un- 
dertaking was likely to provea failure ; that the 
grounds would not furnish « sufficient supply 
for the increased demand, and for which the 
engineers would give no encouragement ; and 
the Company at this time applied to the Legis- 
lature for liberty to lay a log to the waters of 
Spring Pond, and for increasirg their capital 
ty $200,000, hich was granted May 2, 1250 

and which the stockholders accepted at their 
annual meeting in May, 1851. The new or- 
ganization now made strenuous efforts in lay- 
ing down an iron pipe of 12 inch bore from tie 
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fountain to te head of Federal street, and re- 
vised t'e tariff of prices, making, however, no 
alteration in the price at which families bad 
heen formerly supplicd. The main pipe of 12 
inches, measuring 16,165 feet, was all com- 
pleted in the most perfect manner in the sum- 
mer of 1850, under the charge of George W. 
Drury of Groton, Mass., with the able saper- 
i tendence of the President, Wm D. Waters, 
Kaq.; and when it was ascertained there was 
8a ficient water to fill the pipes, the Proprictors 
began once more to breathe easy. 
built a new reservoir or cistern, on their own 


They also 


grounds, capable of holding s»me 652,000 gal- 
lons of water 

But the President's work 
pleted as t» laying down the branches until 
the autumn of 1851, when, on the 3d ef No- 


was not com- 


vem er of that year, the following preamble 
and vote was passed by the board of Direct rs, 
viz: “The important work of laying down a 12 
inch iron pipe from the fountain to the entrance 
of the city, an! als» sa')stituting and laying 
down pipes of the same nriterial in most of the 
streets in place of the old wooden logs, therey 
furnishing an abundant supply of water—the 
sime having been eonpleted under the ale 
superintendence of our President, Wm D. Wa- 
ters, Esq., to the entire satisfation of the Di- 
rectors —therefore voted —That in addition to 
such compensation as may be satisfactory, that 
a piece or pieces of silver plate, not exceeding 
in value the sum of five hundred dollars, be 
presented to Mr. Waters by the Directors of the 
Salem and Danvers Aqueduct Corporation, as 
x tuken of their respect for the acceptable man- 
ner in which he has executed the undertak- 
ivg.”’ In addition to this the Directors voted, 
Nov. 1, 1852, ‘*That a compensation of twenty- 
five hundred dollars be allowed the President for 
his services during the progress of the works, 
em racing a period of t:ree years.”’ 

The Company went on harmoniously and 
satis‘actory tu the public and to themselves 
from this time, making a fair dividend of profits, 
extending their works into North and Sout) 
Salen, where t vey had not been before, and re 


laying the streets with iron pipes, as the old 
wooden logs decayed. They had an abundant 
supply of water for all purposes, and no com- 
plaints of a deficiency reached the Directors un- 
til 1859, when the business of Tanning and 
Currying had so much increased that these 
manufacturers demanded a larger supply of 
water than they had heretofore received. They 
laid their complaints before the city govern- 
ment, anda committee was chosen to confer 
with the Aqueduct Company. The impositions 
heretofore experienced, it was thought, from 
this class of consumers as to the quantity of 


, water used had always caused them to be looked 


upon with suspicious eyes ; but whether unjustly 
or not is not the province of the narrator to 
comment upon, but merely to state the fact, 
that as far back as 1813 it wis conri ‘ered **the 
price of the Aqueluct water to the Tanners 
was too low for the quantity they used, there- 
fore Mr. James Bott, the Agent, was directed 
to make a new agreement with them.”’ In 
proof of this supposition, it was found the 
quantity was abundantly safficient for all do- 
mestic purposes on such days as these manu- 
facturers dil not make use of it, as Sundays 
and holidays. Always des‘ro: s, however, of 
serving all classes of customers, and particu- 
larly such a useful class to the prosperity of 
the city as the Tanners and Curriers, the Di- 
rectors lail down, under the able superinten- 
dence of their President, Wim. D. Waters, Exq., 
an additional 6 iach iron pipe, from the main 
pipe at the head of Federal street, in Boston 
street, down Essex street to the head of Sam- 
mer street; and also at the same time extended 
the main pipe of 12 inches into Spring Pond, 
as authorized by the Legislature in 1850. They 
however frst buiit a most substantial filterer of 
two boxes, the outer one 16 feet square and the 
inner one of ten feet square, and had the space 


| filled with some forty tons of rotten rock for 


the water to pass through before enteriag the 
pipe; also affixed a gute of 12 inches diameter 
to graduate the quantity of water taken from 
the pond, and have never as yet had occasion 
‘9 raise it beyond one inch. The cos: of lay- 
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ing dewn these pipes, t gether with the amonnt | 
expended beyond the sum raised hy creating 
new stock in 1850, induced the Directors to 
look into the whole cost of the Aqueduct, or 
the construction account since its first formation, 
which, after a careful analysis of expenditures, 
was ascertained 246,200 dollars, or 
2463, per share, and the Company thereupon 
Coubled their stock in Novem er, 1859, and it 
now consists of two thousand shares at one hun- 
dred dollars each, equal to two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, on which their dividends will be 
hereafter predicated. 


to be 


The Corporation have 
now some forty miles of pipes, including all the 
branches; and the numer of water takers has 
swelled from 500 to 3600. 


The duties of the Agent and Collector are 
comparatively onerous and perplexing, and can 
be appreciated only by those who are conver- 
sant with them. ‘The shifts and turns at de- 
ception in the use of water are manifold, and 
prove how sadly we have departed from the 
standard of truth as demonstrated by Jennie 
Deans in the Heart of Mid-Lothian—brt 

“When self the wavering balance shakes 

Tis rarely right adjusted.” | 
As the Agent has principally to rely upon the 
water takers in one case t» render a true and 


accurate accountof the numer in a family, and 

in the other the quantity of water used, he has | 
all sorts of people and all sorts of consciences 
to deal with, from the strictly honest and re- 
liable, to those who appear preposterously to 
acknowledge no property in water, which is a | 
gift in the providence of God, forgetting that 
the providence of God does not lay down pipes | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


or convey water through them to their doors, 
and therefore believe it a venial offence to de- | 
ceive in the use of it. 

The height of the fountains is 57.3 feet above 
medium high water, and Spring Pond 63.6 
feet. The quantity of water is now equal t> 
supply an indefinite population. The reser- | 
voirs and fountains are capable of holding some | 
1,100,000 gallous, besides the great and inex- | 
haustible reservoir of Spring Pond, containirg 


| ve , 
Endicott Treasurer and Clerk. 


59 acres, which at present is scarcely used, but 
is merely a corps de rescrve in case of need.— 
Ten thousand pounds of this water contains 
only ,{oth of one pound of solid foreign mat- 
ter—this consists of silicious earth, sulphate of 
soda and common salt, the proportion of salts 
being about one-half; the evaporation of 20,- 
000 pounds of this water will leave only one 
pound of these. 

The perplexing lawsvits and various imposi- 
tions this Company have experienced throug!- 
out its whole existence, we have forborne to re- 
count or comment upon, as they would show 
up the worst phase inhuman nature. Suffiee it 
to say, it has evidently been believed, that 
while they will not accord to corporatiuns, 
sou’s, they at least believe they have purses to 
filch and fatten upon. 

The present officers of the Corporation are, 
Wm. D. Waters President; Jos. S. Leavitt 
Vice President ; David Pingree, John G Wa- 
ters, Robert Peele, Aaron Perkins, Henry 
Couk, Eben’r Sutton, C. M. Endicott, Direc- 
tors; Win. Jelly Agent and Collector; C. M. 
Annual Meet- 
ing first Thursday in May. 


THE HOPKINS FAMILY IN RHODE ISL- 
AND, TO WHICH STEPHEN HOPKINS, 
ONE OF THE SIGNERS OF THE DE- 
CLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 
JULY 4, 1776, BELONGED. 


BY C. C. BEAMAN, 


Real at a Meeting of the Ess x Institute, 
‘hursda, March 8, 1: 60. 


On a high ridge of land, twelve miles west 
of Providence, on the turnpike road to Hart- 
ford, may be seen a little cluster of graves. They 
lie in the Northwest part of Scituate, (Chop- 
mist Hills,) a farming and manufacturing 
town of some four or five thousand inhabitants. 

These resting places of the dead are in close 
proximity to the road, at the west end and out - 
side of the wall of a kitchen girden, cultivated 
for many generations, and lying on the opposite 
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side of the road toa large house, built ina 1775 by 
Lt. Governor West, and knownas the ** Governor 
West House.”’ 


it, stood a moderate sized house, erected some 


On the same site, or very near 


seventy years earlier, and removed tu give place 
to the present edifice. Tie prospect is very 
extensive from thjs spot jn all directions.— 
S-attered farm houses, with woods and orchards 
and ploughed fields filling up the landscape, 
present the aspect of an ordjpary hill town of 
the country. 

Ile who chose thjs place for a homestead, 
and whose axe was among the {rst to level the 
trees for a clearing, is lying with his wife in 
the little household burial place ajready de- 
scribed. No inscription is upon the rade stones 
at either end of their graves, but the position 
may be ascertained with considerable certainty 
among the few hillocks, s»me of which are of 
recent erection and have stones cut with the 
names of the dead. Wiljiam Hopkins died jn 
1738, and his wife some few years carlier.— 
Their cele>rity is now chiely dependent upon 
that of their distinguished sons, Col. William 
Hupkins, Governor Stephen Hopkins and Com_ 
modore Ezek Hopkins, neither of whom, how- 
ever, has reseived that biographical attention 
which their position, talents and services would 
seem to demand. Almost every one is familiar 
with the tremling signature of Stephen Hop- 
kins to the Declaration of Americana Indepen- 
dence. 
tion of the right hand, which had compelled him 
for some years when he wrote to guide his right 
hand with the left. This shaking handwriting 


has given him a notoriety, but so little is known | 


of him otherwise, that even the cause of the 


tremulousness is not understood. It is quite 


time that an attempt should be made to gather 


up some particulars of his history and spread 
them before the public. The effort to make 
him a descendant of the person of the same 
name who came out in the Mayflower to Ply- 
m uth in 1620 has not been successful. 
Thomas Hopkins, the first ancestor in Amer- 
ica of Gov. Hopkins, came from England to 
Providence 


i > ” 4 * , > ; 
Pais was occasioned by a nervous affec- 


in the earliest settlement of t'e 


town, and had a house lot assigned to him in 
1638. Ile was elected Commissioner from Prov- 
idence to the Court of Commissioners in 1650, 
and in several subsequent years down to 1668. 
He married Elizabeth Arnold, sister to Benedict 
Arnold, the first governor of Rhode Island. 
, Major William Hopkins, son of Thomas, mar- 
ried Abigail Whipple, daughter of John W hip- 
ple, one of the first settlers of Providence. 
His only child William was a pioneer in the 
settlement of Scituate. lis wife, Ruth Wil- 
kinson, yvas descended from an old soldier of 
, Oliver Cromwell, Capt. Lawrence Wilkinson, 
| Whose son Samael, the father of Ruth, denom- 
, inated in written documents **Capt. Samuel 
Wilkinson, Esq.,’’ was a Lighly respected citi- 
zen of Providence. 


The marriage of Ruth is connected with a 
pleasant enecdote. William Hopkins was in 
the emjloy of her father. The lovers could 
not Muster courage enough to speak to the 
awful Justice,’ for Mr. Wilkinson held that 
office, sv dignified, in former days, In the 
house or office it was the custom to post up 
‘*Intentions of Marriage.’’ The timid lovers, 
who had often looked with an envious or emu- 
lous eye upon such important steps preliminary 
to a *seynsumnation deyoutly to be wished,”’ 
wrote a notice of their ‘intentions,’’ and plac- 
ing it unobserved upon the table of the ‘Jus- 
tice,’’ watched to see how it would be regard- 
ed. 


"Squire Wilkinson, as they saw by a peep 

through the door, took up the paper, read it 
j and deljberately posted it up in the proper lo- 
cation. There were some blushes on the cheeks 
of Ruth that} day, probably, but the desired 
approbation thus ingeniously obtained, soon led 
on to marriage, and some new land in the then 
large town of Providence, extending to the 
bounds of Connecticut, where Ruth’s brother, 
Lieutenant Joseph Wilkinson, also went to 
live, was selected for farming operations. Here 
a house and barn were built in the woods, ten 
or a dozen miles inland, and in this home the 
| newly married pair began to live in wedlock. 


Tradition informs us that a Jittle meadow on 
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Mr. Wilkinson’s farm yielded the first crop of 


hay for the winter fodder of the cow he brought 
with him. The beavers having flooded the 
meadow by building a dam, the trees rotted 
down and the grass grew up of itself. The 


same authority handed down in the family has 


given us an exploit uf Mr. Wilkinson's wife, 
(Martha Pray was her maiden name,) illustra- 
tive of the times. 
her husband at work two miles off, a bear came 
near the house and climbing up a sweet apple 
tree, the only one they had, began to shake it 
in order to eat the fruit. Martha was highly 
indignant at the’ freedom taken with her tree 
and not a little regretted the absence of the 
lieutenant, whose gun loaded for wild game 
was in its place ready for use. The apples con- 
tinued to rattle on the ground, as if to spur 
the resolution of the backwoodsman’s wife, and 
she seized the gun and rushed out of the back 
door to chastise the intruder. Taking aim, she 
fired at bruin, and instantly dropping the gun, 
fled into the house and fastened the door, 
without daring to look behind. When Mr. 
Wilkinson came home she informed him of the 
oceurrence, and on going to the tree he found 


the bear lying on the ground, having been 
killed by the shot. 


We can form some idea of the influences 


under which the children of William and Ruth 
Hopkins were trained in early life from such 
an incident. Some poetry in Gov. Hopkins’s 
history of Rhode Island, and attributed to him, 
gives us a view of the privations and penury of 
the early settlers of the State : 


“No house, nor hut, nor fruitful field, 
Nor lowing herd, nor bleating flock; 

Or garden that might comfort yield; 
No cheerful, early crowing cock. 


No orchard yielding pleasant fruit, 
Or laboring ox or useful plough; 
No neighing steed or browsing goat, 
Or grunting swine or feedful cow. 


No friend to help, no neighbor nigh, 
Nor healing medicine to relieve; 
No mother’s hand to close the eye, 
Alone, forlorn, and most extremely poor.” 


One day, in the absence of 
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The children of William Hopkins were, 
William, Stephen, John, Esek, Simuel, Hope, 
Abigail and Susanna; five sons and three 
daughters. We shall speak at this time only 
of three of these, namely, William, Stephen 
and Esck. 

Wintisam was born in 1705, and being the 
oldest son, and bearing both his father’s and 
grandfather's name, was probably admitted to 
more privileges than the other children. He 
went to England soon after he reached the age 
of manhood and obtained the favor of a presen- 
tation at Court. Ile is said to have been very 
handsome and manly in appearance, and he sv 
favorably impressed one of the royal Dukes 
A 
part of the dress he wore at Court is now in 
the possession of his great grandson, William 
Hopkins Cooke, Esq., of Barrington, R. I.— 
He married an Angell and had a son, Christo- 
pher, who married Sarah, daughter of Judge 
Daniel Jenckes. Joanna Llopkins, daughter of 
Christopher, married Nicholas Cooke, son of 
Nicholas Cooke, who was, at the time of her 
marriage, Governor of R. I. Col. William 
Hopkins died before the Revolutionary War, 
in his native State. 

Srernen Hopkins was born March 7, 1707, 
and was consequently in his 70th year at the 
time he signed the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. No particulars of his boyhood are pre- 
As there were no schools in those days 
in his neighborhood, he must have been taught 
at home by his mother, and also by his Uncle 
Wilkinson, a surveyor, living within two or 
three miles. From early youth, probably as 
| young as Washington, he was employed to 
survey land. 

At nineteen he married Sarah, the youngest 
daughter of Major Silvanus Scott of Provi- 
'dence. The marriage tovk place June 27, 
| 1726. On this occasion his father gave him a 
| deed of 70 acres of land, and his Grandfather 
| Hopkins bestowed on his ‘‘loving grandson,’ 
las the deed reads, an additional: tract of 90 
| acres of bordering territory. He continued to 
lyeside on his farm and on that of his father, 


that he gave him a Colonel's commission. 


served, 
| 
| 
' 
‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 








which came into | is hands, until he was thir- 
ty-seven years of age, when he rem wed to the 
seaport of his native town, or Providence, and 
entered into trade and commerce on South 
Main street. When Scituate was set off from 
Providence in 1730, at the age of twenty- 
three, he was chosen Moderator of the first 
town meeting. This fact is significant of the 
esteem in which he wag held. 
year he was elected Town Clerk, which then, 
as now, included the registry of deeds and of 
This office he held for ten successive | 
years and then resigned it. The books, in his 
beautiful handwriting, are still preserved. In 
1733 he represented the town in the General 
Assembly and was made Justice of the Peace. 
In May, 1739, he received the appointment of 
Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. 
In May, 1751, he was made Governor of the 


The following 


probate. 


State, and at subsequent times filled the office, 
inall nine years. The town of Providence 
seems to have made him the standing modera- 
tor of her Town Meetings, so often and regu- 
larly was he chosen. In 1757 he headed a list 
of thirty-six men (his son George being one of 
the nun.ber,) as rady to march against the 
French and Indians, who had suddenly invaded 


the Northern frontier, carrying ruin and terror | 


in their path. Their speedy retreat prevented 
the setting out of the expedition. In August, 
1774, he, with Samuel Ward, was elected to 
represent the State in the General Congress at 
Philadelphia, and served there for several 
successive years. He exerted himself in Con- 
gress for decisive measures, saying on one occa- 


sion, ‘that the time had come when the strong- | 


est arm and the longest sword must decide the 
contest, and those members who were not pre- 
pared for action had better go home.” 

His wife was with him at Philadelphia, June 
21, 1775, when he wrote to his daughter Ruth 
at Providence the following letter : 

‘‘Betovep Rutu—I wrote you on the 25th 
May and gave you an account of our journey 
hither. Since then I have had an ill turn and 
two or three fits of the fever and ague, but am 
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| Well for several days and is now quite poorly. 


[ hope she will svon be better. George (his 
son) I expected to have seen here, but believe 
he is gone to South Carolina. Col. Washing- 
tun will set out from here in a day or two for 
New England, to take the command of the 
Continental army, of which he is appointed 
Commander-in-Chief. He will be accompanied 
by Gen. Lee, who also has a command in that 
army, Which is taken into the pay of all Amer- 
ica,”’ 

It was at this time that Washington, pass- 
ing through Providence, was sent by the town 
authorities to lodge at Gov. Hlopkins‘s house, 
although he and his wife were absent. Ruth 
had only a few black servants in the house, 
and as her father lived in a very plain way in 
his small house, the relatives and friends of 
the family tendered the loan of China, glass 
and other articles, but the patriot’s daaghter 
proudly replied, ‘that what was good enough 
Sor her father was good enough for General 
Washington.” 

Ile was a member of the naval committee, 
and John Adams, who was also a member of 
that committe, thus alludes to him in the third 
volume of his autobiography : 

‘In this place I will take the opportunity 
to observe, that the pleasantest part of my la- 
bors for the four years I spent in Congress, from 
1774 to 1778, was in this naval committee.— 
Mr. Lee, Mr. Gadsden, were sensible men and 
very cheerful, but Gov. Hopkins of R. [., 

_ubove 70 years of age. kept usall alive. Upon 
_ business his experience and judgment were very 
useful. But when the business of the evening 
, was over he kept us in conversation until 11 
and sometimes till 12 o’clock. His eustom was 
to drink nothing all day, nor till 8 o’clock in 
the evening, and then his beverage was Jamaica 
spirits and water. It gave him wit, humor, 
, anecdotes, science and learning. He had read 
Greek, Roman and British history, and was 
familiar with British poetry, particularly Pope, 
Thomson and Milton, und the flow of his soul 
| made all his reading our own, and seemed to 


now well. Your mother has not been very! bring to recollection in all of us all we had 





found it hanging ona bush. 


controversy for freedom. 
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ever read. I could neither eat nor drink in 
those days. The other gentlemen were very 
temperate. Hopkins never drank to excess, 
but all he drank was immediately not only 
converted into wit, sense, knowledge and good 
humor, but inspired us with similar qualities. 

Gov. Hopkins was esteemed an excellent 
mathematician, and was extensively engaged 
from youth to advanced age in surveying land. 
In taking the survey of a tract of land he 
passed over a plain thickly set with shrubbery. 
Soon after he found that his watch, which cost 
twenty-five guineas in London, was missing. 
Supposing that the chain had become entangled 
in the bushes and the watch thereby pulled 
from his pocket, he set the course back and 
He was associated 
with Benj. West and others at Providence, 
June 3, 1769, in making observations on the 
transit of Venus over the sun's disc. 

He acted in concert with James Oris and 
Samvet Apams in those earlicr contests with 
arbitrary powers, which yaved the way 
for the Revolutionary War, doing in Rhode | 
Island what they did in Massachusetts. In 1754 
he was appointed a member of the Board of 
Commissioners, which assembled at Albany, to 
digest and concert a plan of union for the Col- 
onies. He wrote a pamphlet in support of the | 
rights and claims of the Colonies, called ‘The 
Rights of the Colonies examined,’’? which was 
published by order of the General Assembly. 
With the celebrated James Otis of Boston, 
that ardent apostle of liberty, he so keenly 
sympathized as to come to his aid in a political 


Mr. Howard, of Halifax, published in 1765 
a letter to a friend in Rhode Island, in which 
he ridiculed the plan of American representa- 
tion in Parliament and openly defended the 
justice and expediency of taxation by English | 
authority. Mr. Otis gave a spirited reply, in 
which was much acrimony and personal abuse. 
This drew forth a sharp personal retort from 
Mr. Howard ; and Mr. Hopkins took up the 
controversy, defended Otis and overwhelmed | Does Fate delight to shower his blessings on us, 
their common opponent with sarcasm and ir- 





vective. Ata special town meeting held in 
Providence, August 7, 1765, Gov. Hopkins was 
chairman of a committee chosen to draft in- 
structions to the General Arsembly on the 
Stamp Act. He was not Governor in that 
year. The resolutions reported by that com- 
mittee were the same that Patrick Henry in- 
troduced into the House of Delegates of Vir- 
ginia, but with a sixth additional. Those re- 
solves passed in the Assembly, including the 
fifth, which had been rejected in the ‘Old Do- 


” 


minion. The additional resolution stated, 
that ‘‘WE ARE NOT BOUND TO YIELD OBEDIENCE 
TO ANY LAW OR ORDINANCE DESIGNED TO IMPOSE 
ANY INTERNAL TAXATION WHATEVER UPON US, 
OTHER THAN THE LAWS AND ORDINANCES OF 
Ruope [suanp.”’ 


This measure showed that Rhode Island 
stood in the very front rank of opposition and 
that Stephen Hopkins headed the movement in 
his State, as did Otis and Samuel Adams in 
Massachusetts and Patrick Henry in Virginia. 

We should not forget, in giving a sketch of 
the life of Gov. Hopkins, his taste in poetic 
composition. He had severe domestic afflictions 
in the loss of children and that of his first wife 
very near together, and their loss drew forth 
some lamentations in verse. is son Silvanus, 
a youth about nineteen years old, was cast 
away on Cape Breton shore April 24, 1753, 
and barbarously murdered by the savages. 
Another son, John, dicd at Cadiz July 20, 
1753, thus bringing very near together the 
death of two children. Here is one of two 
pieces written on these occasions :— 


“On prickly stems as gayest rose-buds blend, 
Sweetly diffusing odors all around ; 

Yet leaf by leaf the blasted flowers descend, 
And on the stocks thorns only then are found. 


When I look back upon my hopeful sons, 
Cheerfully smiling round my youthful mate, 

My soul within me sadly sinks and mourns 
The ruined riches of my former state. 


That we may think our happiness complete ; 
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Then su ldealy to snate’ all comfort from us, 


And wake his triump’ in our weak defeat? 


Are Ileaven's designs so far above our reach, 
On what we thought our blessings chiefly stood, 
Kindly interposing thus to make a breach, 


Tv show us plainly what's our real good? 


And can the hely God, supremely just, 
For any blinded sinner’s hated guilt 
Give up the lives that never here transgrest ? 


To make us sce—must kindred blood be spilt ? 


O, low in thought ! 0, weak to understand ! 
In vain duth man inquire and man complain; 
My ways, though right, he ne'er can comprehend— 
Silent submission is all he can attain. 


There let him rest im humbleness of min], 
Keep in due bounds the passions of this life; 
And in my goodness he shall always find 
The comforts of his children and bis wife. 


All souls are mine, and bodies I afford 

Such and so long as my great scheme requ‘res; 
Examine not the doings of thy Lord, 

Lut in Him find the source of all desires.” 


We have testimony im these limes of the af- 
fectionate parental heart. His daughter Ruth 
often and warmly uttered, ‘Never was father 
kinder than he was to us children.’”’ He was 
twice married, living with each of his wives 
just twenty-seven years. His second wife was 
Mrs. Smith, a widow with three children, 
whom he married Jan. 2, 1755, in the Quaker 
Meeting House, still standing in North Provi- 
dence. At the time of his second marriage he 
connected himself with the ‘‘Friends’’ or Quak- 
ers, of which denomination Mrs. 8S. was a mem- 
ber. At the death of this wife, January 20, 
1782, he was deeply afflicted, saying, that it 
was the heaviest, because his first bereavement 
found him in the vigor of life and he could 
bear it better, but now, in old age, he could 
ill conceal the blow. He has inscribed his feel- 
ings on her gravestone : 

“0, my companion and fellow traveller, 

Thou hast left me to finish my journey alone !” 


President Manning said of these lines, that | 


if Goy. Hopkins had never done anything else, 
they would be sufficient alone to show him to 
have been a man of genius and feeling. 

Three years more of widowhood, and a pro- 
longed and distressing illness closed his earthly 
career. He had the loving attentions and faith- 
ful care of his daughter Ruth to the last, and 
she greatly smoothed the pathway of his set- 
ting life. ‘To her he left his books and furniture 
and his house, which is still standing, for her 
lifetime. Ils death tovk place July 13, 1785, 
and he was buried in the North burial ground 
of Providence, in a grave between his two 
wives, near to some of his children, and bor- 
dering upon some of the family of his son, 


Judge Rufus Hopkins. The Jenckes family, 


' relatives and intimate friends of Governor Hop- 


kins, are also buried in the vicinity, 80 that 
those who lived together in sweet intercourse 
and affection are now sleeping side by side ina 
lovely rural cemetery, adorned by nature and 
art. The beautiful monument erected to bis 
memory by his native State bears the following 
snscription — 

On one side : 


“Sacred to the memory of the Hlustrious 
Streesen Hopkins, 
of Revolutionary fame: 
Attested by his signature to the Declaration 
of our National Independence. 
Great in Council frum sagacity of mind; 
Magouanimons in sentiment; 

Firm in purpose, and Good as Great, 
From benevolenee of heart, he stood in the first 
rank of Statesmen and Patriots. 
SeH-educated, 

Yet among the most learned of men; 

Hie vast treasures of useful knowledge; 
His great retentive and reflective powers; 
Combined with his social nature, made him 
the mos’ interesting of companions in private life.” 


On another side : 


‘His name is engraved on the immortal 
record of the Revolution and can never die. 
Hlis titles to that distinction are engraved on 
this monument, reared by the grateful 
admiration of his native State, 

In honor of her favorite son.” 
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On a third side we read: | «This pleasant town doth border on the fico ls, 
Horas Here’s neighbors, orchards and more back the 
; hes | woods ;” 
Born March 7, 1707. 


Died July 13, 1785. 


| 
There is no accurate portrait of him. When 


Trumbull painted his picture of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence he was dead, 
and his son, Judge Rufus Hopkins, who very 
much resembled his father, was taken for him. 
In some respects he resembled Frankuix,— 
self-taught, sagacious, philosophical, unselfish, 
humorous, social, firm, laborious, brave and 
patriotic. He was born the year before the 
celebrated printer, and like him, was much in 
the public councils, looked up to for advice, | 
depended upon in trying circumstances, for | 
many years before the Revolutionary War ard | 
during its progress. His name will go down 
to the latest posterity as one of nature’s true | 
noblemen and a patriot of long and tried eer- | 
vice. He affords us one of the noblest and most 
animating, specimens of self-made men, who 
have fought their way up to eminence by the | 
inherent craving after knowledge, the irrepres- | 

sible will, moulding all things to itselfjand ex- 

tracting from everything around means for ad- 
vanceiment. | 
In 1738 William Hopkins, the father of 
Governor Hopkins, then a widower, in expecta- | 
tion of the death which soon came, dictated | 
his will, which is still in preservation, the sig- | 
nature indicating avery poor penman. To | 
Stephen, a favorite son, as he had previously 
deeded to hinr his farm, little or nothing was 
left; and indeed, the property bequeathed 
could not in all be more than a few hundred | 
dollars. One bed and bedding, one chest and | 
his wearing apparel and some little money | 
to his daughters are about all. Esek, a tall, 
athletic youth of nineteen, received a gun and | 
ox-chain, and after his father’s death took the 
gun upon his shoulder, and. a homeless orphan 
boy, set out to seek his fortune in the wide, 
wide world. Proceeding to the head waters of 
Narraganset Bay, to the little seaport of Prov- | 
idence, described by an English visitor in 1741: | 
VoL. 11. 16 





he there sought a voyage. 

GENERAL Wasurncton addressed this lad 38 
years afterwards, Ap’ 14, 1776, as ApwiraL 
Hopkins, but now he was ‘‘a youth to fortune 
and to fame unknown.’’ As the small craft in 
which he sailed as a green hand to on of tle 
W. I. ports passed down the bay on her voyage, 
the landscape so full of beauty and interest, 
and the features of the distant climes to which 
he was bound already impressing themselves 
on his ardent imagination, how gtowed the 
bosom of the aspiring and brave youth, thus 


| suddenly emancipated from the seclusion of his’ 


forest home. 

Success crowned the farmer’s boy in his new 
vocation. He had found his place, and soon 
rose through the grades of office to’ be the 
master and owner of vessels. He made New- 
port, then a place of considerable commerce, 
his residence. As Bishop Berkeley said in 
1729, ‘the most thriving place in all America 
for business.’? Here he married Miss Desire 
Burroughs, daughter of Mr. Ezekiel Burroughs. 
In 1755, having acquired considerable proper- 
ty, he abandoned the seafaring life and re- 
moved to Providence. 

Twenty years after this, in 1775, the ene- 
mies of liberty in America having made de- 
scents at Newport and other towns on the Nar- 
ragansett Bay, carrying off live stock for the 


supply of the British troops shut up in Boston, 
_ the town of Providence appointed Capt. Hop- 
| kins commandant of a battery of six eighteen- 


pounders at Fox Point. This was done Aug. 
29, and Oct. 4 following the Governor com- 
missioned Brigadier General Ezek Hopkins in 


| command of five companics to be raised for the 


protection of the Colony from such depreda- 
tions. 

One month afterwards the Continental Con- 
gress gave him command of the navy about to 
he established. His brother Stephen, of the 
Navat Committee of Congress, thus writes hina 
respecting the appointment : 
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‘*Philadelphia, Nov. 6, 1775. | 
Dear Sir, 
You will perceive by a letter from the | 
committee dated yesterday, that they have 
pitched upon you to take the command of a 
small fleet, which they and I hope will be but 
the beginning of one much larger. 
I suppose you may be more serviceable to 
your country in this very dangerous crisis of | 
its affairs by taking upom you this command 
than you can in any other way. I should 
therefore hope that this will be a sufficient in- 
ducement for you to accept of this offer. Your 
pay and perquisites will be suchas you will 
have no reason to complain of. Such officers 
and seamen as you may procure to come with 
you may be informed that they will enter into 
pay from their first engaging in this service, | 
and will be entitled to share as prize the one- 
half of all armed vessels, and the one-third of 
all transports that shall be taken. 
You may assure all with whom you converse, 
that the Congress increase in their unanimity 
and rise stronger and stronger in the spirit of 
opposition to the tyrannical measures of ad- 
winistration. 
Lam your affectionate brother, 
Sreruen Horxins.”’ 
The appointment was accepted and the fleet, 
consisting of the ships Alfred, Capt. Dudley 
Saltonstall, and the Columbus, Capt. Whipple, 
the brig Andrew Doria, Capt. Nicholas Bid- 
dle, and the Cabot, Capt. John B. Hopkins, 
and the sloops Providence, Fly, Hornet and | 
Wasp, put out to sea Feb. 17, 1776, witha 
smart northeast wind, and cruising among the 
Bahama Islands, captured the forts of New 
Providence, Nassau. 


This was avery fortu- 
nate affair, for the heavy ordnance and stores | 
proved quite acceptable to the country in its 
defenceless state. Seventeen from 
nine to thirty-six pounders, were taken at Fort 
Montague, and seventy-one cannon, from nine 
to thirty-two pounders, from Fort Nassau, 
besides mortars, shells and round shot, chain 
and double-headed shot and other articles. 

On the commodore’s return, when off Block 


eannon, 


i 


Island, April 5, 1776, he took the schooner 


| Hawke, of six carriage guns and eight swivels, 


and the bomb brig Bolton of cight guns and 
two howitzers, ten swivels and forty-eight 
hands, well found with all sorts of stores, arms, 
powder, &c. The Glasgow man of war was 


| engaged very carly in the morning of the next 


day but made her escape. 

The celebrated Joun Patt Jonegs, thena 
lieutenant on board the commodore’s ship Al- 
fred, which was one of the vessels engaged 
with the Glasgow, wrote to a friend soon after 
the combat : 

“T have the pleasure of assuring you that 


the commander-in-chief is respected thro’ the 


fleet, and [ verily believe that the officers and 
men in general would go any length to execute 
his orders. It is with pain that I confine this 
plaudit to an individual; I should be happy 
in extending it to every captain and officer in 
the service. Praise is certainly due to some, 
but alas! there are exceptions.”’ 

Considerable blame was attached to the fleet 
for not taking the Glasgow, and the ship Co- 
lumbus, Capt. Whipple, was particularly cen- 
sured. 

The President of Congress wrote Com. Hop- 
kins a letter of a complimentary character and 
said :— 

‘Tho’ it is to be regretted that the Glasgow 
man of war made her escape, yet as it was not 
thro’ any misconduct, the praise due to you 
and the other officers is undoubtedly the same."’ 

Every one is acquainted with the difficulties 


| which Gen. Washington encountered in organ- 


izing a stable and efficient army out of a raw 
militia, whose term of service on short enlist- 
ments was often expiring at the very moment 
when they were most needed. Similar obsta- 
cles were met by Com. Hopkins in the navy, 
and his force was wholly inadequate to protect 
the long line of American coast and meet the 
disciplined and large navy of Great Britain. 
But he performed good service and helped on 
the good day coming. Atmost like Netson, 
Hopkins became a synonym for naval heroism 
and for American patriotism. An engraving 
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of the Commodore, a splendid figure and hand- | he will hear of your defending him and he 


some, open conntenance, as indeed belonged to 
him, was made in France and circulated there 
and in America. In the picture was a Liberty 
Tree and the motto, ‘An appeal to God.”? A 
rattlesnake was drawn on the ground ready to 
spring, and over it were the words, ‘Don’t 
tread upon me.’”? Below the portrait of the 
Naval Hero was written, ‘‘Hopkins, Command- 
er-in-Chef, la Flotte Americaine.”’ 
likeness, with the tree only, was made. 


Island Historical Society. The portrait very 
much resembles the Hon. John H. 


over six fect in height and finely propor- 
tioned. He built hima house in North Proy- 
idence, where a niece still resides. 


fashioned clock, one hundred years old; and a 
venerable chair have been given within a few 
years to Brown University and are placed in 
their Library Room. His death took place 
in 1802 and he was buried in a private lot. 
His monument has the following inscription : 

“This stone is consecrated to the memory of Ezek 
Hopkins, Esq., who departed this life on the 26th 
day of Feb., 1802. He was born inthe year 1718, 
at Scituate, in this State, and during the Revolu- 
tionary War was appointed Admiral and Commander- 
in-Chief of the naval forces of the United States. 
He was afterwards a member of our State Legisla- 
ture, and was no less distinguished for his delibera- 
tion than for his valor. As he lived highly respect- 
ed so he died, deeply regretted by his country and 
his friends, at the advanced age of 83 years and 10 


months. 
Look next on greatness ! 


Say, where greatness lies !” 

Joun Apams on several occasions defended 
him in the Naval Committee and in Congress 
against what he termed ‘‘that anti-New Eng- 
land spirit which haunted the proceedings of 
Congress,”’ and was turned against Com. Hop- 
kins. When the trial was over Mr. Ellery of 
Newport went to Mr. Adams and said, ‘‘You 
have made the old man your friend for life; 


Another 
Both | 
of these are in the collections of the Rhode | 


Clarke of 
Providence, the grandson of Com. Hopkins. | 
The commodore was some one or two inches | 


Much of 
- : : | 
his furniture remains, but a large and old | 


| never forgets a kindness.”’ 
| The old man did remember the services of 
Mr. Adams in his behalf. ‘More than twenty 
| years afterwards,’’ says Mr. A. in his autobi- 
| ography, ‘the old gentleman hobbled on his 
crutches to the inn at Providence, at fourscore 
years of age, one-half of him dead in conse- 
quence of a paralytic stroke, with his eyes 
overflowing with tears, to express his gratitude 
tome. He said he knew not for what end he 
was continued in life, unless it were to punish 
| his friends, or to teach his children and grand- 
children to respect me. The President of 
Rhode Island College, who had married his 
daughter, and all his family showed me the 
| same affectionate attachment.”’ 


The parents of these three distinguished sons 


should be gratefully and honorably remember- 
What a family were William and Ruth 
Hopkins, rearing in their small and rough 
boarded farmer’s house among the wooded 
hills, in the first quarter of the eighteenth cen- 
tury ! 


ed. 


‘Tis wonderful 
That an invisible instinct should frame them 
To royalty unlearned; honor untaught; 
Civility pot seen from other; valor 
That mildly grows in them, but yields a crop 
As if it had been sowed !” 


ABSTRACTS FROM WILLS, INVENTO- 
RIES, &., ON FILEIN THE OFFICE OF 
CLERK OF COURTS, SALEM, MASS. 
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Ann Burt, 4th mo., 1673. 

The Will of Ann Burt, dated 8 of January, 
1664, mentions William Basset jun’r, John 
Basset, Elisha Basset and Samuel Basset, 
when their children are 18 years old, Elizabeth 


Basset, Sarah Basset, Merriam Basset, Mary 





Basset and Hannah Basset, Ellen Bartrom to 









































the wife of William Barjrom, Lydia Burrill ; 
I appoint my Brother ffrancis Burrill and 
Goodman Crofts overseers ; 
Burrill, William Crofts. 
ed to William Bassett ; 
4, 73. 


Administration grant- | 


March, 1672-73, 
cis Burrill. Amount 47, 2, 6. 


Robert Morgan, 4th mo., 1673. 


Will of Robert Morgan, dated 14th October, 
1672, mentions my wife Margaret, 
Samuell, wife’s father Norman, son Benjamin, 
Robert and Bethia, sons Joseph and Moses. | 
appoint son Samuel sole executor and Ensign | 
Corning and John Stone overseers ; witnesses 
William Rodney (?) and John Trask. 
bated 24 4, 1673 

An Inventory of the above estate, am’t 219, 


my Son 


Allowed November 10, 1672 
Tho’s Coldham, 4th mo., 1673. 
Will of Thomas Coldham, dated 10 March, 


Son, 


Whitngy’s children, mentions his mother and 


father, Rob’t Ingalls, sen’r, Ruth Moore and 
John Moore, Cousin Sarah Harte(?). W itness- 


es Richard Haven, sen’r, and Richard Haven, 
jun’r. The court appoint Phomas Coldham 
‘and Richard Whitney administrators this 26 
A, 


ome 


iO- 
An Inventory of the above estate mentions 
his sister Martha Whitney and her children, 
his father, Thomas Coldum, his mother, Jo- 
hava Coldum. Allowed 24 4, 73. 
William Charles, 4th mo., 1673. 

The will of William Charles, dated this 3 
pf December, 1672, mentions dear wife Sarah 
executrix, with my lovin Cousin James Dennis, 
mentions to take of my loven friends, Mr. Mo- 
ses Mavericke, Mr. Samuel Cheever and Rich- 
ard Norman, my cousin Robert Charles, to my 


hath or may have by my cousin Mary, his pres- 
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witnesses, Francis 
probated at Salem 26 | 


An Inventory of the above estate, taken 18 | 
by William Crofts and Fran- | 


Pro- | 


14, 00, taken by John Gally and Thomas Rik- | 


1672, memtjons Cousin Sarah Traske, sister | 


cousin James Dennis, his children which he | 


ent wife, to Mary Denn‘s, jun’r, and James | 
: ‘ 





| Dennis, jun’r. Witnesses, John Peach, jun., 
Joseph Doleber. Probated 27 4, 73. 
An Inventory of the above estate taken Feb’y 


| 10th, 1672-3, by Juhn Peach, sen’r and Sam- 
well Ward. Amount 224, 15,00. Allowed 
| 4, 


William Flint, 4th mq., 1673. 

The Willof William Flint, Salem, dated 15th 
| September, 1671, mentions wife Alice Flint, 
Edward, my son John Pickering. 
To my sonn Josua Ward his son Joshua I give 
lot south field which I 
| bought of Capt. James Smith. To Anthony 
Needham, to John Hathorne of Salem, my sone 
Jos. Picker. Witnesses, Maj. William Hath- 
orne, sen’r, John He and William Hath- 
| orne. Probated 26 4, ’7 
An Inventory of the ~ estate taken 22d 
| April, 1673, by Edmund Batter and Hilliard 
Veren, sen’r. Amount £911, 15s, 00d. Al- 


; sons Thomas, 


| one ten acre in the 


| lowed, 


The Testimony of Edmond Batter, aged about 
64 years, saith that he was with William Flint 
| ye day before he died, did then speak with him 
about his will and whether he did not see cause 
to give something to his daughter and grand- 
| daughter, he answered he did intend to doe 
| for his son Pickering and was sorry it was not 
down to that purpose, but company comming 
in he ended for the present, then he that testi- 
fieth this said he would leave him for the pres- 
ent and come the next morning, which he did ; 
but then the said Flint was not in a capacity 


| condition to be ‘Spoken with, &e. 
Court 27th 4, ’7: 
Attest, Hittrarp Veren, Clk. 
The Testimony of John Hathorne, aged about 
thirty-one years, Saith that when hee wright 
ye will of William Flint hee asked him what 
hee would give to his dafters ; his answer in 
| genl was, hee had given them something alrea- 
dy and said further hee had or intended to give 
| to his sonn Pickering a parcell of land in ye 
South field, and would not suffer me to enter 
itt in ye will, intending to lay itt out to him, 
| which is to the best of my remembrance.— 
Sworne in Court at Salem 27 4, ’73. 


Sworne in 
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Attest, Hittiarp Veren, Clk. 


The Testymony of William Hathorne aged | 
about twenty seven years, Saith that hee | 


heard Goodman filint say, hee had or intended 


to give unto his sone Pickering, a parcell of | 
land which was vot long before he made his | 
will. Sworne in Court at Salem 27, 4, 73. | Salem 27 4, ’73. 


Attest, Hituiarp Veren, Clk. 


William Hathorne doth testify that on ye | 
"19 vy t 3 reyes. | 

18 1 mo., ’71-2, yt I was sent for to William | of Ipswich, taken 20th of 9th mo., 1672, by 
| Thomas Fiske and Richard Huttn. 


Tasked him why | 241. 05. 6 


Flint to hear his will read, about which hee 
had much considered before, 
he gave so little to two of his daughters, he 


he would give itt to his wife who would doe 
for his daughters, and yt he would doe well by 
Thomas, his son, because he had been an obe- 
dient child to him, when itt was all he told 
me it was his will and yt it was written ac- 
cording to his mind and desired me to bea 
witness to ye same, and further saith not. 
Sworne in Court at Salem 27 4, ’73. 
Attest, Hiwttarp Veren, Clk. 
Sam’l Leach, 4th mo., 1673. 

An Inventory of the estate of Samuel Leach, 
taken the 26th of June, 1673, by Nicholas 
Merritt, Richard Hedson, Edw. Humphrey. 
Amount 47, 9,00. Allowed 27 4, ’73, and 
Administration granted to Moses Maverick, 
Francis Johnson and Robert Knight. 


Thomas and John White, 4th mo., 1673. 

Will of John White of Lancaster, in the 
county of Middlesex, in New England, yeoman, 
dated 10th March, 1672-73, mentions daugh- 
ter Hannah, son Josiah White, And one-half 
his farm in Wenham to his daughter-in-law 
Ruth, wife of his late son Phomas White, and 
the other half to her son Thomas White when 
21 years of age, ‘‘at her decease her half to go 
to her son and daughters ;”’ his (John White’s) 
‘daughters Joane, Elizabeth, Marie and Sarra, 
who are disposed of in marriage, have already 
received their portion.’”” ‘‘Hannah, his young- 
est daughter, who has lived with him ;’’ his 
son Josiah White executor; witnesses, Roger 
Sumner, Ralph Houghton and John Lewis. 


; a | ye relict, at court in Salem 279 mo. 
told me had given them something already and | : : 





An Inventory of the above estate. Amount 
£189, 00, 00. 

An Inventory of the estate of Thomas White, 
late of Wenham, taken by Walter Hayefield, 
Charles Gott. Amount 81, 08, 02; the debts 
amount to 130, 2, 4. Allowed in court at 


John Fairfield, 4th mo., 1673. 
An Inventory of the estate of John Fairfield 


Amount 
Administration granted to Sarah, 
} 72. The 
court do order that all the estate of John Fair- 
field be put into the hands of Danill Killum, 
the now husband of Sarah Fairfield, until the 
children come of age, viz., John Fairfield, 
daughters, viz., Trifana and Elizabeth, all un- 
der 14 years, in Court at Salem 27 4 m., 1673. 


Elenor Robinson, 4th mo., 1673. 

An Inventory of the estate of Elinor Robin- 
son. Amount £5. Allowed in court at Salem 
27 4, 73. x 

Rich. Charlescraft, 4th mo., 1673. 

An Inventory of the Estate of Richard 
Charlescraft, taken 27 of June, "73. Amount 
£9. Anthony Needham Administrator. Al- 
lowed 27 4, 73. 


Eliza’th Mansfield, 9th mo., 1673. 

The will of Elizabeth Mansfield, of Lynn ,dated 
20th of 2 mo., 1667, mentions son Joseph Mans- 
field, daughter Elizabeth Mansfield, my grand- 
child Elizabeth Mansfield, my grandchild Debo- 
rah Mansfield, my son Joseph daugh, my grand- 
children John Mansfield and Joseph Mansfield, 
mentions land that her husband did give to her 
son Andrew Mansfield. I appoint my son Jo- 
seph executor and Mr. Thomas Laughton and 
Capt. Thomas Marshall overseers ; witnesses, 
Nathaniel Kertland and Samuel Hartt; al- 
lowed 26 9 mo., ’73. 

An Inventory of the estate of Elizabeth 
Mansfield, aged about 87 years, who died 
about the lst day of September, 1673, taken 
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by Nathaniel Kertland and Henry Rhodes. 
Allowed 26 9, °73. Amount 184, 18, 00. 
Josiah Walton, 9th mo., 1673. 


‘*We whose names are underwritten being 
present with Josiah Walton when he was 


brought in first from sea after his wound by 
lightning, on June 23, 1673, affirme and de- | 
clare, that upon the company mention to ye | 


6d Josiah Walton that he would settle his es- 
tate, he ye sd Josiah Walton being of perfect 
memory and apprehensive of his dissolution, 


did declare that his will was that his Brother | 


Nathaniel Walton and his sister Martha Mun- 
joy should have his grey horse fur their owne 
betwixt them, and his other estate he gave it 
to his Mother Walton, for her use and _ benefit 
during her naturall life, and after her decease 
to be disposed off by her, and divided among 
his brothers, Nathaniell and Samuell Walton, 
and his three sisters, Martha Munjoy, Eliza- 
beth Conant and Mary Bartlett, to enjoy an 
equall part, all alike, Saving that his sister 
Munjoy should have the better part, and that 
ye land should not go out of ye name of ye 
Waltons.’’ Signed, Samuell Cheever, Moses 
Mavericke and James Dennes. Administra- 
tion was granted unto the widow Elizabeth 
Walton in court 27 9, ’73. 


An Inventory of the above estate taken No- 
vember 4th, 1673, by Samuel Ward and James 
Dennes. Amount 
"73. 





Bridget Window, 9th mo., 1673. 


The Deposition of Samuel Worcester and 
Elizabeth his wife about the estate of Widdow 
Window, mentions her son-in-law Nicolas Wal- 
lington and his son John Wallington, her 
grandchild Sarah Wallington, her son James 
Travis ; taken upon oath this 25th of Novem- 
ber before me, Nathaniel Saltonstall, Com. 
Administration granted to Nicholas Walling- 
ton and James Travis 26 9, ’73. 

An Inventory of the above estate taken 9th 
October, 1673, by Samuel Worcester and John 
Tenny. Amount £26, ls, ld. 


Allowed 27 9, | 





| John Baldwin, 9th mo., 1673. 

| An Inventory of the estate of John Baldwin 

| by Nathaniel Pickman, Francis Collings.— 
Amount 65, 10,6. Administration granted to 
Arabella, ye relict, in court 28 9, 1673. 


John Humphrey, 9th mo., 1673. 


An Account of Administration on the estate 
of John Humphrey, returned to court by Ed- 
mond Battor 28 9, 1671. 


Nicholas Patch, 9th mo., 1673. 
Inventory of the estate of Nicholas Patch of 
| Beverly mentions his two sons John Patch and 
| Thomas Patch. To John Patch 4 acres of 

meadow by the Dodges farm, 2 acres by Long- 
/ham. To Thomas Patch 14 acres of upland, 


| &e. 


John and Thomas exors, 


Sarah Longhorne, 1st mo., 1674. 


To this Honoured Court now sitting at Ip- 
| switch 43, 1674, Constante Crosbie, grand- 
mother to this orphan Sarah Longhorne, un- 
| derstanding that Daniel Wickam is like to be 
| persuaded to accept of Gardianship for her, I 
thinking that she had need of one that hath 
more experient to Oversee her and for other 
reasons I am very unwilling and doe desire that 
such a thing may not be proceeded in or grant- 
ed till Thomas Longhorne of Cambridge, her 
Uncle, knows and gives his consent ; for he 
| takes more care of the children than I expected 
he would have don ; not more at present, your 
poor and humble servant and Handmaide, Con- 
stante Crosbie.’’ Also a petition of Sarah 
Longhorne. 

Ralph Ellingwood, 4th mo., 1674. 


The will of Ralph Ellingwood, dated Janu- 
ary 7th, 1673, mentions Wife Hellen execu- 
trix, son Ralph when 21 years old he to pay 
my other sons, viz., John, Joseph, Benjamin 
and David, and my danghters Mary and Eliza- 
beth. Witnesses, Thomas Pickton and his 
wife Ann. Allowed 3 5 mo., ’74. 

An Inventory of the estate of Ralph Elling- 
wood of Beverly, taken 30 January, 1673, by 
Henry Skerry, sen’r, Tho. Rooper and John 
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— 


Massey. Amount 352, 12, 
mo., 1674. 
Robert Leach, 4th mo., 1674. 

An Inventory of the estate of Robert Leach 
of Manchester, taken by John West and Paul 
Thorndike. Amount £464, 00, 00. Admin- 
istration granted to Alce, the relict, at court 
1, 5, 1674. 

Thos. Newhall, 4th me., 1674. 
The Will of Thomas Newhall, senor, of 


Allowed 3 4 | 





Lynn, dated Ist April, 1668, mentions sons | 
Thomas Newhall and John Newhall, my broth- | 


er Farrington, son Thomas Browne’s children, 


son Richard Haven his children, viz , Joseph | 


Haven, Richard Haven, Sarah Haven, Nathan- 


iel Haven, and Moses Haven, to be paid when | 


21 years old, my two daughters Susannah Ha- 
ven and Mary Browne. I appoint son Thomas 
Newhall ex’or, witnesses, Thomas Laughton 
and Robert Potter, proved 1 5, ’74. 

An Inventory of the above estate taken 25 
4, °74, by Oliver Purchis and Robert Burges, 
Amount 173, 01, 74. 
Salem Ist 5 mo., ’74. 


Allowed in court at 
Walter Price, 4th mo., 1674. 


Qlet of May, 1674, mentions sonne John, “1 
confirm what was promised him upon his mar 
riage,’’ my wife Elizabeth Price, son William 
Price, my grandchildren, viz: Elizabeth Price, 
Anne Price, Elizabeth Croade and John Croade, 
my son ‘‘to give his sister Hannah Croade,”’ 
my daughters Elizabeth Burke, Hannah Ve- 
ren and Anne Bradstreet, [ appoint my wife, 
Elizabeth and son John Price joint executors, 
and my brothers Capt. William Gerrish of 
Newbury, and Capt. Thomas Lothrope of Bev- 
erly, to be overseers, witnesses, Edward Nor- 
rice and Benjamin Gerrish. Allowed 1,5, ’74. 


Hugh Alley, 4th mo., 1674. 

The Will of Hugh Alley, Sen’r, dated this 
2411 mo., 1673, mentions son John Alley, 
grandchild John Linsey, and his brothers Eli- 
zer Linsey & Samuel Linsey, when of age; to 


a ; , | Prince, when of age, daughter 
The will of Walter Price of Salem, dated | 





Martha Miller and her child Martha Miller, 
mentions his wife. Witnesses, William Bas- 
sett, Ellenor Lambert and John Alley. Ad- 
ministration granted unto the relict Mary Al- 
ley, 25, "74. 

An Inventory of the above estate taken this 
12 mo., 1673, by us, William Bassett and 


| John Lewis, Amount 60, 17, 4. Allowed 2 


o, a4. 


John Legg, 4th mo., 1674. 
The Will of John Legg, senior, dated 16th 


ee, 
of November, 1672, mentions wife Elizabeth, 
three sons, Samuell, John and Daniell, Dan- 
iell being my youngest son, my son Samuell’s 
two children, my son John his two children. 
Witnesses are Samuel Ward and Edward Hum- 
phrey. Administration granted to the sons 
Leift Samuel, John and Daniell, 2 5, ’74. 

An Inventory of the above estate taken the 
25th May, 1674, by Samuel Ward and Eraso- 
mus James, Sen’r. Amount £316 138 02d. 
Allowed 1 5, ’74. 


Robert Prince, 4th mo., 1674. 


The Will of Robert Prince, dated 24th 
May, 1674, mentions sons James and Joseph 
Elizabeth 
I make my wife executrix, and I ap- 
point Thomas and John Putnam overseers, 
proved at Salem 30 4 mo., 1674. 


Mich’! Patridge and Thos. Hooper, 4th mo., 
1674. 

“The Account of ye vioag of Mickaell Part- 
ridg and Thomas Hooper, who were drowned 
in yemonth Apriell : here at Salem,” “£45 7s, 
This being divided between 4 men comes to 
£11 6s 9d a man.’’ Taken by Erasomus 
James, Sen’r and Christopher Norbee. 


Prince. 


John Tarbox, 4th mo., 1674. 

The will of John Tarbox, Sen’r, of Lynn, 
dated 25th 9 mo., 1673, mentions wife, sons 
John Tarbox, Samuel Tarbox, my grandchild, 
Samuel Tarbox, ‘*I bequeath unto every one of 
my sonn John Tarbox his children and my 
sonn Samull’s children, one ewe sheep a peece 
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I appoint my wife executor, and my fricnds, | 
Capt. Marshall & Thomas Laughton Sen’r of | 
my overseer Witaesses, Thomas ne 
Sen’r, and Robert Burges, Probated 2, 5, ’74. 

An inventory of the above estate taken 29th | 
of 1674, by Thomas Laughton and Robert 
Burges, Amount 159 6 6. Allowed 2, 5,)| 
1674. 


Tho’s James, 5th mo., 1674. 


An inventory of the estate of Thomas James, | 
taken 3d of April, 1667, by Nathaniel Holton 
and Michael Shaflin, Amount 1, 10, 2. 

Eliz. 


An Inventory of the estate 


Clurge, 9th mo., 1674. 


of Elizabeth | 


Clurges, taken 16th 6 mro., 1674, by Maj. 
William Hathorne and TIiilliard Veren, 
Amount 6, 13, 8d. Allowed in court at Sa- | 
lem. | 


Walter Price, 9th mo. 


An Inventory of the Estate of Walter Price, 
died ye 4 June, 1674, taken by John Haw- 
thorne and John Higginson, Amount £2058, 
14, 44d. Allowed 26 9, ’7 


Lot Conant, 9th mo., 1674. 

The Will of Lot Conant, dated 24 of ye7 
mo., 1674, mentions aged about 50 years, 
mentions wife as executor, and his five sons 
and five daughter, ‘‘also that my kinswoman 
Mari Leech, have a cow or heifer at her being 
married or going from my wife.”” Mr. John 
Hale, Capt. Lathrope, and my brother Exer- 
cise Conant to be overscers. Witnesses, Roger 
Conant and Exercise Conant. Allowed 26 9, 
94. 

An Inventory of the estate of Lot Conant, 
taken ye 29 of September, by William Dodge, 
Sen’r and John Raiment, Amount 722, 16, 


00. Allowed in court at Salem, 26 9, ’74. 





Tho’s Meere, 9th mo., 1674. 

An Inventory of the estate of Thomas 
Meere taken 11th of 7 mo., 1674, by Hilliard 
Veren and Thomas Cromwell, Amount 15, 11, 
00. Allowed 24 9, ’74, and his brother John 
Meers appointed Administrator. 





Walter Boaston, 9th mo., 1674. 

An Inventory of the-estate of Walter Boas- 
ton presented tothe court 279, °74, by tke 
| relict to whom Administration was granted. 
Amount 11, 05, 7, taken by John Legge and 
Robert Bartlett. 

Abraham Whittier, 9th mo 1674. 
“At Court the 26 9 mo., 1674, at which his 


| brother Edward Whitier had administration 


granted of my Father's estate, and my brother 


| is dead, and no person that I now understand 


is left to pay me my legasy.’? Iam under 21 


| years of age, signed by John Whitier. 


“The 6 of 6mo., ’74, Beeing desired by 
John West of the Creeke to goe with him to 


| Mr. Gidneye’s, where Abraham Whittier lay 


sick,’’ he willed as follows :- to his son Edward 
one half of the house and land and enjoined 
him not to sell it, as his wife was to have the 
other half of the house and land during her 
life for the bringing up the children which he 
had by her, andat her death to go to the 
children which he had by his last wife, I give 
to my two children by my first wife. Signed 
by George Keaser and John West as witnesses. 
Administration granted unto the son Edward 
Whittier, in court the 26 of 9 mo., 1674. 

Inventory of the estate of Abraham Whit- 
yeare, late of Manchester, taken 226 mo., 
1674, by Thomas West and Samuell Sceath,(?) 
Amount 76, 10, 0. 

An account of Administration of the above 
estate. 


John Marsh, 9th mo., 1674. 

The Will of John Marsh of Salem, dated 
March 20th, 1674, mentions Wife Susanna, 
sons Zachary, Samuel, Jacob, Ezekiel and 
Benjamin, daughter Bethiah. I appoint my 
wife and son Samuel exccutors. Witnesses, 
Nathaniel Holten and Anthony Buxton, they 
are also appointed overseers. Allowed 269, 
74. 

An Inventory of the above estate taken 23rd 
of November, 1674, Amount £135 4s 6d.— 
Allowed 26 9, ’74. 














John Black, 5th mo., 1675. 

An Inventory of the estate of John Blacke, 
Senior, taken 12 2 m>., 1675, by Thomas 
Larthrope and John Hill, Amount 11, 10, 0Ud. 
Allowed. 


Elias White, 5th mo., 1675. 


An Inventory of the estate of Elias Whity, | 
which was Servant to Robert Stone, and was 


Drowned at winter Island ina boat carrying 
fish ashore, taken by Edw. Mould and John 
King, Amount 9 14 Od. Administration 
granted to ye Marshall Henry Skerry, in court 
at Salem, 22 5, 


raed 


iv. 


Alexander Lillington, 4th mo., 1675. 


(Papers relating to the estate of Alexander 
Lallington, a true copy of each.) 


Whereas It hath beene sufficiently made 
appeare to me, that John James & Joseph 


James (the Sons and heirs of Thomas James 
late of this county but formerly of New 


« Albermarle County in the 


By the Depu- 
Province of Carolina. 


L. 8. ty Governor. 


England are both deceased Intestate and 
Alexander Lillington, having  intermarried 


with Sarah James the sister‘and sole heir- 
ess to the said deceased John and Joseph 
James, and appearing before my selfe & Coun- 
cell desire Letters of Administration in their 
owne Rights, of the said deceased's Estate, 
which being consented to, without Contradic. 
tion, and for the better credit and Confirma- 
tion of the same, where ever this may happen 
to come, it was Ordered that the Seale of the 
County be thereto affixt. 1 dve therefore give 
& grant to the said Allexander and Sarah his 
wife for the reasons aforesaid full power and 
authority to aske receive and Administer on 
all the lands houses goods chattels, debts, dues, 
demands and generally of all ye estate both 
reall & personall late of the said deceased’s, & 
out of the said estate which shall soe come to 
their hands or possession well & truly pay all 
Just debts due & owing by the deceased soe 
fare forth as the said estate will extend or 
amount unto, they having given for security 
vor. 1. 17 
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| Capt. James Blount & Mr. Thomas Kast 


church, truly to Execute & performe Relating 
to the premises as an’ administrator ought to 
doe by the Lawes of England or of this place. 
Given under my hand, & Sealed with the Seale 
, of the County this 19th day of March In the 
yeare of Our Lord 1674. 
JOHN JENKENS, Dep't Gov’r.”” 
(A Letter directed as follows :) 
| ffor our hon’ed friends The Magistrates of 
Salem Here In New England.”’ 
‘*Tfon’ed And Christian friends. 
Iferewith goes a member of this colliny, Al- 
, exander Lillington, whose occasions call him to 
|y'ur Jurisdiction, to looke after an estate, 
| reall and personall, in right of his wife; Sarah 
| the daughter of Thomas dames, formerly an 
| Inhabitant in y’ur Countrey but some years 
since departed this life; in these parts, whoe 
left Ishue, besides his said daughter, two sons 
John and Joseph: both which beeing since 
dead, the said estate, (in law aml equity) be- 
longs to the said Sarah, as the only survivor. 
As for such estate, which the said deceaseds 
were possessed of in this collony, the Said Lil- 
lington is invested therewith, by virtue of an 
Administration, granted to him by this Court. 
A Testimoniall whereof (attested by our Reg- 
ister, with the seale of the Collony, Affixed 
thereunto) hee carrys with him to Show yo’r 
Court of Salem, yett he beeing dubious, that 
those whoe are in possession, of the said estate 
there will prove litigious. And if swayed by 
a worldly interest may weary him with law 
sutes, unless he will comply, with these selfish 
and covetous desires, in regard hee is altogeth- 
er a Stranger in yo’r parts, and so his credditt 
‘not likely to furnish him*with money (which 
Solomon saith answers all things) to wage law 
(therefore hee desires letters from us to yo'r 
Worship’s, a8 depending (for help and assis- 
tance) wholy on yo’r Justice such a reasona- 
ble requests by no means could wee deny him, 
though wee know (by the fume yt is spread) 
yo’r readiness to distribute to all aceording to 
equity. However though wee are assured that 
80 it is. and that we speake to those who pro- 
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fesse to live, a life to come, yett (as stewards 
ef god) in the bearers behalf, wee thinck expe- 
dient to desire yo'r worsp’rs to make yo’r 
wisdome, and justice, operative to counter- 
check any subtilty or deceipt, that may bee 


suggested by his opposers yo’r station alloweth 


yo’r grate advantage, yo'r are the first figures 
that stand fur more in publique concernes then 
all that follow after. 
will show yo’rselves worthy patriotts, and 
justly defend him against all cunning fraud, 
but especially that hee may not bee put of 
with delays. The doing whereof as it will bee 
of grate concernment to him, so we shall take 
it as a favor to ourselves, and if it laye ther’th 
in our awaye, bee ready on all occasions to re- 
talliate. Thus committing you to the protec- 
tion of the omnificent power: with hearty 
commendations tendered we take leave to sub- 
scribe ourselves. 
From ye Court of Albemarle the 12th March 
1674-5. Sirs, yo’r friends & Servants, 
THO. CULLEN, JOHN JENKENS, Dp’ty Gov. 
JOHN HIXON, JOHN B******, 
‘Albemarle. These are to certify all whome 


We hope therefor yo’r 


in may conserne, That Alexander Lillington 


was lawfully maryed wth Sarah James, the 


daughter of Thomas James, accordinge to the | 


arte of the Country the 16th of September, 
being in ye yeare of Lord 1669, by me ffrancis 
Godfrey, to. the certainety and truth whereof I 
have hereunto sett my hand this 10th of Octo- 
ber, Anno domo, 1674. 

Test, Tuomas Harris, 

Frrancis Goprrey. 

The Testimony of Caleb Lambe, aged 36 

yeares or thereabouts, testifyeth and saith, that 


testifyeth to the above written. Taken upon 
oath befure me May 20, 1674. 
Danii Denison. 
Margaret Sandin, 5th mo., 1675. 

The last will of Margaret Sandin of Marble- 
head, made this 20th of August, 1667, men- 
tions that she was late wife of Arther Sandin, 
‘Samuel and Ephraim Sandin, the children of 
John Sanden my son late deceased,’’ ‘the chil- 
dren of Nicholas Merritt by Mary my daugh- 
ter, being in number eight sons and daughter.”’ 
‘*to the sons at 21 years and daughter at 18 
years. I appoint my son Nicholas Merritt and 
Mary his wife executors. Witnesses, Mary 
Veren, Henry West and Hilliard Veren, sen’r. 
Allowed 23 5, ’75. 

An Inventory of the above estate taken by 
Christopher Lattemere, William Browne and 
Nathanell Walton. Amount £17 38 0d. Al- 


lowed in Court at Salem 23 5, 
Thos. White, 5th mo., 1675. 


An account of Administration on the estate 
| of Thomas White, returned into court in Sa- 
lem by Ruth White the relict, 23 of July, 1675. 


=< 


=r 


io. 


| Thos. Coldham, 4th mo., 1675. 


| The Will of Thomas Coldham of Lynn, aged 
| about 86 years, dated March 14th, 1674-1675, 
| mentions wife Joannah Coldham all my plant- 
| ing ground in the township of Lynn containing 
| about 24 acres, viz., 12 acres of it being my 
| house Lott and the rest of it with mowing 
grounds adjoyning to it, being called by the 
name of Turkye fieild, the whole containing 
144 acres and is bounded with the land ot 
Richard Moore and Joseph Mansfield, and all 








being in the Countie of Albemarle, in the | my meadow ground, (viz:) 5 acres of Salt 
Province of Carolina, in the year 1674-75, | Marsh in Rumney’s Marsh, betwixed Edward 
being at a Court held in March, where being | Baker's marsh and the marsh of Richard Haven 
Alexander Lillington, who sueing for letters of | (or Hazen). Also 2 acres of Rumney’s Marsh 
Administration in right of his wife and he | lyeing betwixed the marsh of Mr. Whiteing 
proving himeelfe to be the husband of Sarah ; and the marsh of Andrew Mansfield and 2 
the daughter of Thomas James late deceased, 

the said Court ordered him Letters of Admin- 
istration. | 

John Pelton, aged 30 years or thereabouts, 


acres of marsh lying in the 





before the 
towne, lying by the marsh of Moses Chadwell. 
Mentions grandchild Samuell Symonds, my son 
Clement Couldum. I appoint my loveing wifs 
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and my brother and friend Mr. Henry Rhodes 
joint executors. Witnesses, Samuell Rodes and 
Joseph Rhodes ; probated 21 5, °75. 


An Inventory of the estate of Thomas Cold- | 
ham of Lynn, who died the 8th day of April, | 


1675, taken by ffrancis Burrill and Nathaniell 
Handforth. Ammount 313, 19, 6d. Allowed 
21 5, 75. 

Henry Lee, 5th mo., 1675. 

The Will of Henry Lee of Manchester, 
dated 12 Feby, 1674, mentions his wife Mary 
Lee, son John Lee, Samuell and Thomas Lee, 
my two daughters Hannah and Sarah Lee. I 
appoint my wife Mearey Lee executrix and 
friends Thomas Jones and William Benet, the 
last named are witnesses; probated in Court 
at Salem 21 5, °75. 

An Inventory of the estate of Henry Lee, 
taken 29 of March, 1675, by John West and 
William Bennet. Amount 144, 00, 00d. 


Peter Barron, 1675. 
The Will of Peter Barron of Marblehead, 
fisherman, dated 28th of August, 1675, being 
prest and commanded to go against the In- 


{the north; dated 17 2 mo., 75; witnesses, 


Hlilliard Veren#en’r and John Batchelder. 
John Treby, 9th mo., 1675. 

An Inventory of the estate of John Trebre 
taken November 24th, 1675, by John Peach, 
sen’r, and James Dennes. Amount 74, 11, 
06. Allowed 30 9, °75, and administration 
granted to Mary relict of ye deceased. 

Phillip Nowell, 10th mo., 1675. 
An “Inventory of the estate of Phillip Now- 
ell seaman, who by a sad providence was 
drowned at sea upon the coast of New England, 
out of a vessell whereof Mr. Habbacuck Tur- 
ner was Commander, bound for Salem in New 
England from ffrance, being about ye 15th day 
| of this inst., November ;’’ dated 25 November, 
1675; taken by Richard Croade, John Beckett 
and John Pallot, returned by William Dicer, 
who requests power of administration, 21 10 
mo., 1675. 

| An Inventory of the above estate in the hands 
of and returned by Habb. Turner, amounting 
41, 16, 03; returned 22 10, ’75, and sd Turner 

| appt administrator. 


dians, doe give unto my Master Elias Hendly | 


all my estate and apoint him my executor.— | 


Witnesses, Edward Humphreys and John Mer- 
rett. Allowed 15 of 10 mo., °75. 


Thos. Browning, April, 1675. 


Diviston of the estate of Thomas Browning | 


by his sons-in-law, Joseph Williams and Isaac 


Meachum—the land to be divided, viz., sd Jo- | 
seph Williams to have the 10 acre lott in south- | 
feild lying betweene Nathaniell Pickman and | 
Jobn Pickerings land and | acre of Salt Marsh | 


lying by Marblehead Bridgand 1 acre of marsh 
in southfield, between the marsh of Richard 
Prince and Paule Mansfield’s marsh, 4 acre of 
marsh by the Deacon’s marsh by the mill pond ; 
mentions at the decease of “their mother-in-law 
Mary Browning, Isaac Meachum to have 5 


acres called Mousers, also 3 acre of salt marsh | 


lying between the marsh of Joshua Buffum 
and Richard Prince’s marsh, 4 of the ground 
in Towne, the half that lyes from the water to 


Abel Aseph, 9th mo., 1675. 
Administration on the estate of Abel Aseph, 
| ship carpenter, who was killed by the Indians 
| at Bloody Brook, 18th September, 1675, (he 
was in company with Capt. Lathrop) was 
granted unto Edmund Batter in behalf of his 
brother living at Boston. 


Capt. Thomas Lathrop, 9th mo., 1675 
“This is a true Inventory of the estate of 
Capt. Tho. Latrop, of the Towne of Beverlye 
in the Countye of Essex, and whoe died in the 
warrs betwixt the English and the heathen,’ 
taken the 11th of November, 1675, by Paul 
Thorndike and John Hill. Amount £734, 04, 
00d. Allowed 22 10, °75, and administration 
granted to Berthiah ye relict of ye deceased. 
| ‘To the Honoured County Court now sitting 
at Salem. The humble petiton of Ezekiel 
| Cheever, Schoolmaster, Showeth, that whereas 
| Capt. Thomas Lawthrop, who lately lost his 
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life in ye service and cause of God and his | 
country, being his wive’s own, dear natural 
brother, dying intestate and without issue, he 

humbly conceives himselfe on ye behalf of his 
wife to be ye true natural] proper heir of his 
estate left, and therefore his duty to make his 
humble address to this Honourable Court, that 
he may declare and legally plead the same. To 
which end he came and attended ye court neer 
a weeks space; But ye Court by publick occa- 
sions of ye Countrey being nesessarily ad- 
journed, he was furced to return home, and re- 
solved (God willing) to attend ye Court ye time 
appointed. But by ye providence of God, ye 
season heing extraordinarily stormy and him- 
self under bodily infirmity, he could not possi- 
bly come without apparent hazzard of life, limb, 
or health, yet had cautiously left order and in- 
structions for his son to appear for him in such | 
an exigences, which accordingly he did, though 
not in season, being by the same providence also 
hindered. Sv that the Honoured Court (no heir 
appearing) granted administration to his sister 
Lawthrop, according to what then appeared. 
But seeing ye estate was not then settled 
nor ye case fully issued, many things alledged 
being dark and dubious, and nothing legally 
proved, and he hath much to say, to invalidate 
yt very writing given in and ye seeming force 
of it. Ile humbly requests this Honored 
Court, that being a party so neerly concerned 
and interested, he may have ye liberty of mak- 
ing and pleading his clame and title according 
to law. And for ye better security of what 
shall be judged to be his right, he may be 
joyned together with his sister Lathrop in ad- 
ministration of ye said estate. And he shall 
as in duty bound pray, &c.”’ 


warrs, whoe hath not disposed of his estate by 
any written will, which 1 know ofe, wherefore 
[humbly crave the favor of this honoured 





| Court to settle the same, and for the end, that 
his estate may be settled aceording to my dear 


husband his desire, if the honored Court shall 
see meet sve to doe I shall trewly relate, as 
from his mouth to mee, as flulloweth, when hee 
began to Recover of his last sickness, which 
was about this tyme of ye last year, he sitting 
upon his bed called me unto him and said to 
mee [ have been considering of setting matters 
in order, and said, The catles and the movea- 
bles I will not medle with, I will leave them 


to thee. ‘The ten acre lott, on which the house 


| standeth, I will give to the Towne, as a token 


of my love, for the use of the ministrye, after 
thy decease. And the Land, without the gate, 
that is to saye, the plaine and the little pas- 
ture together with the lands in ye woods aboute 
Snake hill shall bee for my sister Cheevers her 
children after my decease. And to my brother 
Joshua Rea, his 4 youngest children | give £5 
apeese after thy decease. And to Noah ffiske 
I give £20, to bee paid out of ytept: of that 
land which lyeth in the woods towards my 
brother Joshua Rea his farm, after thy de- 
cease, And considering his adopted daughter 
Sarah Gott, whom hee called after his owne 
name, (viz.,) Sarah Gott Lowthrop, whoe hath 
lived with us a shild and soe remaineth with 
mee, hee saide shee should have a shild’s por- 
tion, there is for her a verye good flarme. Con- 


cerning the lands above written to my sister 


Cheever her shildren, my husband ryding with 
me to Wenham a week before the last court of 
Election, rydeing through parte of the sd land, 


| said againe to mee, this parte of the land I 


give to my sister Cheever, shewing mee a con- 


‘*To the honred Court now sitting at Salem 
this last November, 1675, The humble ad- 
dresse of Bethiah Lawthrop widdow of Capt. 
Thomas Lawthrop of Beverley, who jatelye 
dyed in the warrs between the English and the | 
heathen, sheweth : 

That whereas it hath pleased the onelye wise 
God to take awaye my dear husband jn the | 


venient pease to sit an house uppon, the which 
if this Honoured Court shall see meet to allow 
which is my dear husband’s disposal of his es- 
tate as signifide to me—I shall remaine your 
honors humbly to serve you. 

Betnian Lowruror.”’ 
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EXTRACT FROM AN OLD JOURNAL. | 
May 12, 1800. This day the first number of a 
new paper came out, published by Wm. | 
Carleton, called the Impartial Register. 
‘‘Tts appearance is respectable,”’ says the | 
editor of the Salem Gazette. | 
17, 1800. Timothy Pickering dismissed | 
from the office of Secretary of State by | 
President Adams, and Mr. Monroe ap- | 
pointed in his place. 
N. B. Mr. Pickering refused to resign | 
when requested by the President. | 
*¢ 25, 1800. Died at Boston on Wednesday 
last. Hon. Moses Gill, Lieut. Governor | 
and Commander-in-Chief of this State, 
and this day buried with suitable respect. 
Since the last election, the Governor 
(Sumner) and Lieut. Governor have both 
died. 
June 24, 1800. Major General Hamilton 
honored Salem this day with a visit. He 
passed a few hours at Mr. Pickman’s, 
where he dined—after which he proceeded 
on his journey to Portsmouth. 


PHILIP ENGLISH. 


PART SECOND. 


The Prosecution of Philip English and his wife for 
Witcheraft. 


BY GEORGE F. CHEVER. 





Continued from Vol. II, Page 85. 





The next victim of those arrested on the 21st 
was Sarah Wildes. She too was of Topsfield, 
and, like Mrs. Easty,behayed with all the firm- 
ness and dignity of innocence at her examina- 
tion. Anna Putnam, Marcy Lewis,* Mary 





* This Mercy Lewis, it will be remembered, was 
the most vehement of the aceusers against Mrs. 
Easty, and it may be that that excessive virulence 
was caused by a desire to prove to the Court that 
she, as one of the afflicted ones, was especially hated 
and tormented by a witch, the more especially as 





Walcott of Salem Village, and others appeared 
as her accuse:s Deliverance Hobbs also ac- 
cused her, when she herself was examined, and 
there appears on the Court Records a petition of 
Ephraim Wilds, son of Sarah Wildes, (cho, as 


Constable of the town of Topsfield, was called 


| upon to arrest Wm. Hobbs and Deliverance, his 


wife,) in which (while he begs the Court to 
consider that his mother has always instructed 
him in the Christian religion and the ways of 


in . ° ° 
God ever since he was able to take instruction) 


he plainly intimates from certain circumstances 


Dam He 
his conviction, that Deliverance Hobbs accused 


his mother out of revenge for Ais arresting her ! 
According to another petition of his, he had 
stopped old Mrs. Redington, (the same that 
accused Mary Easty) who had been circulating 
some witchcraft stories against his mother, by 
threatening to arrestt her husband for it and 
make him pay damages for the defamation— 
whereupon Mrs. R. said she knew no harm of 
Mrs. Wildes. In yet another petition of his, 
he intimates that a third person, who probably 
appeared against his mother, may have done so 
out of revenge, because, although on the point 
of an engagement to her daughter some years 
before, yet he had thereafter avoided her, as 
the mother had believed some stories that old 
goody Remington had told her against his own 
mother. By such papers as these on record 
we can see, that, under the ‘‘outcry”’ of witch- 





she had been herself charged with witchcraft by Deliv- 
eranee Hobbs on the 22d of April, and may have 
been laboring under syspicion in consequence. To 
save herself may have been the ruling motive, and 
would aceount in one way certainly for the unpar- 
alleled sufferings she endured fur two days anda 
night at the hands of Mrs. Eastey. See the account 
of Mrs. Eastey in this article. 


+ A worthy gentleman of Boston having been ac- 
cused during this witchcraft persecution by some 
Andover accusers, sent by some of his particular 
friends a writ to arrest the accusers in an action for 
defamation, with £1000 damages, and with instruc. 
tions to inform themselves of the certainty of the 
proof. This stopped the accusations at Andoyer.— 
(See Calef, page 232.) 








—_—_—-- 


been gratified—certainly could have been ; and 
Revenge readily clothe itself in the garb of pen- 
itent and accusing Guilt. There wis indeed a 
terrible earnestness in this tragedy all round; 
for every passion was brought into play for 
good or evil. The temptation to confess,* 
or accuse others, in order that their own lives 


might be spared, was an awful one to many, 


apart from any and all other motives. As was 
natural at such a time, the weak and wicked 
looked out after themselves, and the innocent 
and virtuous had to bear the guilt and shame. 

Sarah Wildes, like Mrs. Easty, was con- 


demned and exeeuted. She was one of the 





* Calef, speaking of the temptations to confess by 
those accused of witchcraft in 1692, says—‘‘besides 
that powerful argument, of life, (and freedom from 
hardships, not only promised but also performed to 
all that owned their guilt,) there are numerous in- 
stances, too many to be here inserted, of the tedious 
examinations before private persons, many hours to- 
gether; they all that time urging them to confess, 
(and taking turns to persuade them) till the accused 
were wearied out by being forced to stand so long, 


or for want of sleep, &c., and so brought to give an | 


assent to what they said, they then asking them, 
were you at such awiteh meeting, or have you 
signed the devil’s book, &c., upon their replying yee, 
the whole was drawn into form as their confession.” 

«*But that which did mightily further such confes- 
sions was their nearest relations urging them to 
it, These seeing no other way of escape for them 
thought it was the best advice that could be given; 
hence it was that the husbands of some, by counsel 
often urging and utmost earnestness, and children 
upon their knees entreating, have at length prevailed 
with them to say they were guilty.” Calef page 
236. ‘The confessions of Mary Osgood, Mary Tyler, 
Deliverance Dane, Abigail Barker, Sarah Wilson 
and Hannah Tyler, all of Andover, prove that Calef 
is correct in his statement. 

Calef says—‘‘And though the confessing witches 
were many, yet not one of them that confessed their 
own guilt, and abode by their confession were put 
to death.” Page 234. According to him about fifty 
confessed—above an hundred and fifty were put into 
prison, and above two hundred more accused. (page 
233.) 
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craft, private | piques and grudges may have | eleven sent to Boston jailon the 13th May, 


and in company with Mrs. English. Mrs. 
Easty appears not to have been sent to Boston 
until after her second arrest, while her sister 
Cloyce was sent April 12. In July both these 
latter named women were brought to Salem 
for trial, and there is a blacksmith’s (Robert 
Lord’s) bill on file, charging the county for 
iron fetters and handcuffs for the legs and arms 
of these (as well as two other women), and 
putting them on. The object of this was to 
prevent any motion of the arms and feet, be- 
cause those tormented by the witehes in that 
day professed (and were believed) that they 
were so under the influence of their tormen- 
tors, that they were at times compelled to imi- 
tate their every motion, and sometimes at im- 
minent danger to their own lives—the slightest 
motion on the part of the tormentor having at 
times a dreadful meaning,* power and signifi- 
cance, utterly unknown to those not tormented, 
or not initiated into the secrets of witchcraft. 

On the 19th of July Mrs. Wilds was exe 
cuted, and in company with Sarah Good,t (be- 








* Calef states this of the examination of Martha 
Cory, one of those accused of witchcraft—‘When 
the accused had any motion of their [her] body, 
hands or mouth, the accusers would ery out, as when 
she bit a lip, they would ery out of being bitten, if 
she grasped one hand with the other, they would cry 
out of being pinched by her, and would produce 
marks, so of the other motions of her body, as com- 
plaining of being prest, when she leaned to the seat 
next her, if she stirred her feet, they would stamp 
and cry out of pain there.” Pages 188-9. 


+ ‘At the trial of Sarah Good, one of the afflicted, 
fell into a fit, and after coming out of it, she cried 
out of the prisoner for stabbing her in the breast 
with a knife, and that she had broken the knife in 
stabbing of her, accordingly a piece of the blade 
of a knife was found about her. Immediaicly infor- 
mation being given to the Court, a young man was 
called, who produced a haft and part of the blade 
which the Court having viewed and compared, saw 
it to be true. And upon enquiry, the young man 
affirmed that yesterday he happened to brake that 
knife and that he cast away the upper part, this 
afflicted person being present, the young man was dis 
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fore named,) Rebecca Nurse of Salem, Eliza- | the fact) once told his sister, “goodwife How is a 


beth How of Ipswich, and Susannah Martin of 
Amesbury—the same woman we have before 


mentioned as accused of bewitching Mrs. 


Browne of Salisbury some thirty years before. | 


This Susannah Martin exhibited great wit, 
tact, presence of mind and good feeling on her 
examination, and intimated pretty plainly that 
her accusers were possessed of the Devil. She 
acknowledged that she had no compassion for 
the afflicted, perhaps believing that their tor- 
ments were assumed. The strength of this 
woman’s mind appears through all the horrors 
by which she was surrounded. Her accusers 
complained that they could not come near her— 


had terrible fits and torments in the attempt. 


Whereupon said the Magistrate—* W hat is the 
reason these cannot come near you?’’ ‘I can- 
not tell; perhaps the Devil bears me more 
malice than another.”’ ‘Do you not see (said 


the magistrate) how God evidently discovers | 


you?” “No!’’ said the sturdy woman—‘“‘not 
a bit for that.”’ ‘All the congregation think 
so,’’ said the magistrate.”” ‘‘Let them think 
what they will,’ was the reply. ‘What is 


the reason these cannot come near you?”’ again | 


asked the magistrate; to which she replied, 


“IT do not know but they can if they will, or | 


else, if you please, 1 will come to them.’’ Such 
was Susannah Martin, who appears to have 
been hunted down by about the whole pack 
of the wolf-like witnesses. The case of Re- 
becca Nurse was sad and shocking, and is well 
stated by Calef and in Upham’s Witchcraft. 
The Elizabeth How ot Ipswich, who was also 
executed with Mrs. Wildes, seems to have been a 
very inoffensive woman and lost her life, perhaps, 


through a difference existing between her and a | 


witch, say she is a witch,’’ and was very prop- 
erly rebuked by the Pastor at the time for his 
wickedness, especially as the sister had just 
cleared Mrs. Howe* of any witchcraft then 
practised against herself. (See Vol. Salem 
Witchcraft.) 

One cannot but notice in the complaints, in 
this witchcraft prosecution, the perfect license 
taken by the accusers to denounce any and all 
parties against whom their fancies or imagina- 
tions ran. No matter whether these accused 
parties were bodily present or absent—in pris- 
on or out of it—they were often denounced 
as being present by their apparitions, spec- 
tres, or shapes at various imaginary witch 
meetings, and as persisting in tormenting 
in such away the accusers day after day. 
Thus there was no end to the accusations 
made against the accused, even after they 
were safely lodged in prison. As they were 
supposed and believed to have made their cov- 
enants with the Devil, they became owners 
| in consequence of spectres, which resembled 
their own persons or shapes, and could send 
these spectres or apparitions to torment others 
| when they themselves were bodily chained and 
in prison. Hence in many complaints against 
freshly aecused people, the tormented have 





* The trial of Elizabeth Howe is one of those giv- 
en by Cotton Mather in his ‘‘Wonders of the Invisi- 
ble World.” According to his account of it and the 
testimony given, Mrs. Howe had attempted to join 
the Church at Ipswich, and some people there were 
instrumental in debarring her from the Communion 
—whereupon various and unaccountable accidents 
befel them and theirs. One or two deaths happened 
and were laid to her charge, and several confessing 








witches affirmed that she was one of those baptized 
by the Devilat Newbury-falls; before which he made 
them there kneel down by the brink of the riverand 


Timothyand Deborak Perley of that town, and | 
the accusation of one Hannah Perley, probably 
a daughter, whose brother, in the presence of | worship him. Cotton Mather reports the case of 
Rev. Sam’! Phillips of Rowley, (and who attests Mrs. Howe evidently as a strong one fur the genuine- 
| ness of witchcraft, but the evidence then and there 
missed, and she was bidden by the Court not to tell | admitted is really foreign to the matter and incon- 
lies; and was improved after (as she had been be- | clusive. It was doubtless sufficient for the credulity 
fore) to give evidence against the prisoners.” Calef, | of that age, but not for the belief of reasonable men 
pages 216-17. | of any age. 
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terrible tales to tell of the persecutions of the 
more obnoxious of those previously accused, 
and at the same time connect and implicate 
the last accused with the first. This gives a 
great complexity apparently to the whole pros- 


ecution, though the object of the accusers | 


was only perhaps to perplex the public 
mind, or clear themselves. The practical ef- 
fect of this course was to entangle the ac- 
cused in a complex web of accusations, and in- 


volve them in a common danger and ruin. To 


a great degree this effect was accomplished ,not, 
perhaps, as a preconceived system of tactics, | 


but as the result of the necessity of keeping the 
public mind continually inflamed against the 
guilty. Reflection was sure to destroy thecharm. 
Thus we have seen how,in Mrs. Eastey’s case,the 
reflection of the magistrates was overborne by 


the persistent torments of Mercy Lewis for | 


over two days and a night after Mrs. Easty was 
first cleared of the crime, and how the fury 
redoubled when she was again arrested and 
examined. If the magistrates had been left 
free to their reflection, the persecution might 
then have been checked, perhaps ; but neither 
they nor the public were to be allowed to re- 
flect. The conseyuence was, of course, a re- 
newed and more terrible excitement. The very 
presence and answers of innocent, reasonable 
and sensible prisoners only increased the ear- 
nestness of the accusers, who could only main- 
tain the delusion* by the sacrifice of the inno- 


* We have applied this term throughout to the 
Salem affair—since it is not pretended now that the 
afflicted of those days were really tormented by*the 
then accused; and if this be so, then it was an illu- 





sion or delusion—the work of the Devil,—or else of 


the afflicted themselves, which last would be a work 
of pure malice, or mischief. We think the former. 
The bidlical sin of witchcraft, and the illusion or de- 
lusion of 1692 were confounded together by our 
Fathers—who thought them to be one and the 
same. 

The Scriptures, moreover, furnished no means 
wherewith to detect such witchcraft; and while our 
Fathers held to the Biblical sin and punishment, 
they had to seek outnde of the Scriptures for the tests 
to find and prove the sin. So they sought the works 


cent, and by overpowering the reason of the 
magistrates. There could be no pause or stay 
in their accusations—and the persistent firm- 
ress of innocence was their worst foe ; for it 
tended to bring the public mind to reflection— 
to itself—and this once accomplished, the 
_ charm was broken—the delusion over. Thus, 
| while the accusers were in terrible earnest for 
evil, the ministers and the magistrates were no 
| less in earnest to suppress what they con- 
sidered the crime, and obtain confessions of 
guilt. It was a day consequently of terrible 
mistakes and terrible wickedness. ‘*The Devil 
| (to use the words of Martha Cory) was come 
down amongst us in great rage, and God had 
deserted the earth.”’ 

Edward* Bishop, husbandman, and his wife 
Sarah, both of Salem village, (the next men- 
tioned im the warrant of the 2lst April) were 
| arrested, and doubtless examined, though no 





| of Bernard, and Perkins, and Gaule, (all modern,) 
| to ascertain by what proofs witchcraft and witches 
could be discovered. Calef, who is very keen in 
some of his observations, wouders how the Jews 
waded through this difficulty (the having no direc- 
tions in the Bible for the detection of witches) for 
so many ages, without the supplement of Bernard 
and Perkins (those modern writers on the art of de- 
tecting witches and witchcraft) to assist them. Ca- 
lef thought that the true witches and wizards, and 
sorcerers and necromancers of 1692, were those who 
prayed to God that the afflicted (by their spectral 
sight) might be able to see and accuse others, that 
had familiarity with the Devil, so as to be able to 
know more than by human means the causes of 
witchcraft, or those who sought the Devil asa 
familiar spirit—and those who pretended to see the 
dead by their spectral sight, and asked questions of 
them, and then denounced the living. And Calef 
had the better of this argument, either in Scripture 
or fact. 


* According to Calef, Bishop was cried out upon, 
immediately after he had corrected one of the af- 
flicted, an unruly Indian, with his stick, and stating 
on the Indiau’s}promising to do better, that he doubt. 
ed not but he could cure them all (by the same 
means) with more to the same effect: page 203- 
This accusation. therefore, has the appearance o* 
malice. 
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papers relating to their examination can now 
be found. Enough was found against them to | 
commit them, and on the 13th May they are | 
among the eleven sent to Boston. He and his 
wife subsequently escaped from prison, and 
his property was seized in consequence, but | 
(says Felt) redeemed by his son Samuel. 
The next party named in that warrant was | 
Mary Black, a negro belonging to Lt. Nath’l 
Putnam, of Salem Village. She was doubtless 
examined, as she was committed, and sent to 
Boston likewise on the 13th May. What be- 
came of her, after this, is uncertain. Like 
Tituba, she may have been sold to pay the 
prison charges ; for it appears that the pris- 
oners or their families had to bear their own | 


| 


expense and maintenance in prison. She may 
It dues not appear that 
she ever was tried for witchcraft. 


Mrs. English, the wife of Philip, is the last | 


have been released. 


named in the warrant of April 2lst, and the | 


facts concerning her arrest have been given in 

the sketch of Philip English, and as reported | 
by Dr. Bentley of Salem. No record remains 

of her examination, which, however, was no | 
doubt similar in character to the examinations 
of Mary Easty and Sarah Wildes, her fellow 
prisoners on the same complaint, and as ac- 
cused by the same parties. remains on | 
record, however, the written complaint of one 
Sheldon against Bridget Bishop, 
alias Oliver, which may have been, probably 
was, presented to the Grand Jury in Oliver's 
ease, and in which Mrs. English and her hus- | 
band are both represented as being the com- | 
panions and assistants of said Oliver, and Giles | 
Cory and his wife Martha, in their persecu- | 
tions against her, the said Sheldon. This doc- 

ument we shall insert in due time. It proves | 
what we have asserted concerning the custom 
of the accusers—that they drew into the circle 
of their complaints, even against particular 
persons, any and all whom they felt disposed 
to accuse, and in the most fanciful way. In 
order to find therefore of what any particular 
person: was accused at that time, it is necessary 
to examine a great number of complaints and | 
vou. 1. 18 


There 


Susannah 





| furebodings and fanaticism of that day. 


| the mind upon the senses and the soul ? 
| powerful stimulants than fanaticism and fear and 


depositions, As the accusers had no facts to 
charge, they drew perhaps upon their morbid 
fancies,* and thus multiplied fictions indef- 
nitely. Moreover, as the accusers were pretty 
much the same partics—a stereotyped set— 
pretty much the same accusations are found 


| throughout, except where varied by some new 


device, or by new charges brought in by some 
new parties, who now found im the alleged crime 
of the accused the cause and solution of various 
accidents, misfortunes, miseries, mysteries and 
murders of the preceding thirty or furty years, 





* If we admit that the majority of the accusers of 
1692 believed the charges which they made, were not 
dissemblers—then they were the sport of unnatural 
and infernal illusions—or were possessed by evil spirits 
There 
is actriking similarity between such a condition aud 
that of those laboring under “delirium tremens.” 


—deceived themselves by false appearances. 


In the latter case people see unaccountable sights, 
are pursued often by invisible enemies, aud appear 
to live in an unreal and horrible world. 
pear to have lived some of the accusers in 1692, and 
it is a question admitting of deep research, whether 


Thus ap- 


such persons were not suffering under a spiritual *‘de- 
lirium tremens,” brought en by a surfcit of the 
credulous fears, prejudices, misfortunes, religious 
If intoxi- 
cating drinks in excess have such an effect on the 
mind through the body, what effects may not an ex- 
cess of religious fears and fanaticism have through 
What more 


credulity? Is not the soul itself subject to intoxi- 
cation, whose power is only equalled by the subtlety 
of the agents employed? Whatever was sincere in 
the illusion of 1692 is entitled to the respect of a 
searching and philosephical analysis. 

When the mind is diseased, strange hallucinations 
haunt and disturb mon. Those in such a condition 
sometimes believe themselves to be wolves, cats, or 
dogs. <A person bitten by a mad dog sometimes 
imagines and believes himself to be a dog, In that 
case the mind evidently is acted upon through bedily 
disease. Some of the ancient magicians could so 
impose upon the minds and imaginations of those 
who sought them, as to make them believe that those 
magicians changed themselves into another sort of 
creature. This power Simon Magus, Appollonius, 
and Zyto, are said to have possessed. 
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or the opportunity to gratify private prejudice, | Parris, a girl only eleven years of age, in 


pique, or malice. 

As we have before said, and as History has 
recorded, the delusion centred in Salem Village 
(now Danvers,) and consequently from that 
quarter came the first and prominent accusers. 
Against Mrs. English, as against those accused 
with her, appeared as accusers, Anna Putnam, 
Mercy Lewis and Mary Walcot. Susannah 
Sheldon also accused Mrs. E. then, or subse- 
quently. The name of Ann Putnam appears 
as an accuser in no less than of the 
witchcraft complaints against a8 many parties, 
and it is very probably the same complainant. 
Mercy Lewis appears in fen, and perhaps more 
—Mary Walcot or Walcott in sixteen—Susan- 
nah Sheldon in eght—Mary Warren (who may 
have been one of Mrs. E.’s accusers) in twelve 
—Abigail Williams,* the niece of Rev. Mr. 


nineteen 





* Abigail Williams (who wasa member of Rev. 
Mr. Parris’s family) was one of the four originally 
afflict: d, and it will be remembered that Mr. P. was 
accused by some of his parishioners, after the 
delusion was over, of going to Abigail Williams, 
and directing others to her, to know who afflicted 
people in their illnesses, thus dealing with one that 
had a familiar spirit. Mr. Parris unfortunately be- 
lieved in the genuineness of the whole affair, and 
entered into it with great zeal and credulity. On 
March Ist he received a volume of Perkins’s Works, 
treating upon witcheraft and the methods of its de- 
tection, (Felt’s Annals, vol. 2, pp, 475-6) and no 
doubt made free use of the same. His parishioners 
charged him with going to Abigail Williams (his 
niece) and Mary Walcott, and sending others to 
them, to detect the witches, and we see by the Rec- 
ords that Mary W. is a complainant in no less than 
Elizabeth Hubbard and Ann Putnam 
were also two others of the “original” afflicted ones 
—the whole four being Elizabeth Parris, Abigail 
Williams, Anna (Ann?) Putnam and Elizabeth Hub- 
bard. Now it appears, that Ann Putnam was an ac 
cuser in nineteen cases,and Elizabeth Hubbard in twen- 
ty, and it is not unlikely that Mr. Parris, who knew 
all these accusers well, used them also as the means 
of detecting the witches. 


siztern Cases. 


It is a noticeable fact, 


that his parishioners charge fim as being the begin- | 


ner and procurer of the witchcraft affliction at the 
village, and be must certainly have taken a very 
active, and the most active part in the matter in all 


| eight—Flizabeth Hubbard in no less than 
twenty cases—Satah Vibber in fen cases. Be- 
sides these, the Rey. Mr. Parris, Lt. Nath’l 
Ingersoll, Thomas Putnam, Edward Putnam, 
John Putnam, Capt. Jonathan Walcott, and a 
few others appear as complainants in behalf of 
various of their neighbors and the afflicted 
persons. When accusations were once made, 
and a very large proportion of those on record 
were made by the above females, there were 
not often wanting other accusers, from one 
cause or another; but the main body seem to 
have come from the village—certainly as against 
those who were condemned and eaecuted. As 
we have before stated, our fathers imagined— 
were laboring under the terrible hallucination, 
strengthened by the confessions of the accused 
—that the destruction of the village, body and 
soul, was one object sought ; and that unless 
every witch or wizard in the County and State 
was exterminated that object might still be ac- 
complished. The Devil possessed the accusers, 
and they in turn deluded the magistrates. The 
latter were unfortunately in a fit condition to 
eatch this Plague, and so, like any visible dis- 
“ase, it ran its natural course. 

As these accusations of witchcraft against 
various parties are very often interlinked and 
interwoven, we have dcemed it best to give a 
summary of the main events up to the time of 
the arrest of Mrs. and Mr. English, and the 
fortunes of several of those so arrested. It is 
very evident, from what proof now remains on 

record, that both Philip and his wife were 
purposely mixed up with some of the most 
odious of the accused, and therefore made to 
bear a common burden of indignation with 
them. Neither of them seem to have been ac- 
cused alone on their own separate demerits, 
bat as the familiar companions and assistants 
, of Bridget Oliver, Giles Cory, Martha Cory 
,and John Willard—all of whom fell victims 
to the delusion. They were also brought into 





respects, to have been charged so especially by his 
, parishioners, 
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familiarity with, and as the actual companions 
“of the black man with a high crowned hat,”’ 
who was no other than the Devil himself, and 
so generally stated by the accusers. 

Before then taking up the case of Mrs. Eng- 
lish and husband, we will give a brief abstract 
of the histories of Bridget Oliver, Giles Cory 
and wife and John Willard. In fact their 
story is, in some parts, the story of those two. 

Bridget Bishop, alias Oliver, was the firs? 
Victim to the madness of 1692, though not the 
first accused that year. She had been accused, 
however, in 1680, and was evidently unpopu- 
lar. No less than five* indictments were found 
against her by the Grand Jury, for witchcraft 
practised on the 19th of April, and both before 
and since, upon Ann Putnam, Mercy Lewis, 
Abagail Williams, Mary Walcott and Eliza- 
beth Hubbard. 


fore the magistrates; and her body searched 


She was twice examined be- 


* The following is a copy of one of the indictments 
found against her, and will serve as a sample of the 
generality of the indictments found against others 
during this witcheraft period. We have previously 
stated that Bridget B. had four indictments against 
her, but have since found a fifth: 

Anno Regis et Riginae William et Marie 
nunce Anglice 7th Quarto: 

Essex, ss. 

The Jurors for our Sovereigne Lord and Lady the 
King and Queen presents that Bridget Bishop alias 
Oliver the wife of Edward Bishop of Salem in the 
County of Essex, Sawyer, the nyneteenth day of 
April in the ffourth year of the Reigne of our Sov- 
ereigne Lord and Lady William and Mary by the 
Grace of God of England Scotland ffrance and Ire- 
Jland King and Queen Deffenders of the faith and 
Divers other days and times as well before as after 
certaine Detestabile arts called witchcrafts and Sor- 
ceries, wickedly and feloniously hath used Practised 
and Exercised at and within the Township of Salem 
in the County of Essex atoresd in vpon and agt one 
Mercy Lewis of Salem Village in the County aforesd 
singlewoman—by which said wicked arts the said 
Mercy Lewis the sd nyneteenth Day of April in the 
ffourth year abovesd and divers other Dayes and 
times as well before as after, was and is hurt Tor- 
tured Afflicted Pined Consumed wasted and torment- 


ed agt the Peace of our said Sovercigne Lord ang | 





for **preternatural Excresences, 
might suckle. 


at which hnyps 
Such an *Excresence’’ was 
sulemnly found at first by a chirurgeon and 


” 


jury of nine women, though it had disappeared 
before a second search, and which disappear- 
ance may have told against her. The pour old 
woman persisted in her innocence before the 
authorities, who were evidently against her, 
and was of course committed. On the 3d of 
May, Deliverance Hobbs (arrested with Mrs. 
Kasty, Wildes and English, April 21-2) accused 
Bridget Bishop, as well as Mrs. Wildes, Os- 
horne, Good, Burroughs, Cory and his wife, 
and Proctor and his wife. It was a safe thing 
to accuse,and the safest to accuse those already 
imprisoned. Bridget B., probably the hum- 
blest and most unpopular of the accused, was 
a good seape-goat and target for malediction. 
Twenty or nore witnesses, besides the sufferers 
named in the indictment, came forward to ac- 
cuse Bridget B. of witcheraft. She was fairly 
overwhelmed with what was then considered 
proof.* The storics told against her would be 


Lady the King and Queen and agt the forme of the 
Statute in that case made and provided, 
Witnesses, 
Mary Walcott, Mercy Lewis, 
Ann Putnam, jr., Nath’ll Ingersoll, 
Eliz. Hubbard, Mr. Sam'll Parris, 
Abig. Williams, Thomas Putnam, Jun’. 
Billa vera. 
John Rucke foreman inthe name of the Rest of 
the Grand Jury. 


* Cotton Mather gives the substance of the evi- 
dence against Bridget Bishop, being one of the five 
cases he reports in his “Wonders of the Invisible 
World.” At this trial spectral testimony was freely 
admicted—that is, the evidence of those who had seen 
the spectre, shape, or apparition of Bishop commit- 
ting various witchcrafts, one of whom striking at 
her shape, a bewitched person cried out that he had 
torn her (Bishop's) coat in a particular place, which 
was fuund upon examination to be torn in the very 
place. A question or two arises here. Was nut the 
coat torn before, and did the accuser not know the 
fact? 

Bridget Bishop being the first condemned, her case 
was most probably a precedent. She was accused of 
having, or owning a spectre, (being thereby a cuve- 
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l. dicrot 8, could we disconnect them from the 
A Wm. Stacey of Salem 
ceposed against her,that though she had visited 
him some fourteen years before ina most friend- 
ly way, when he was afflicted with the small 
pox, which conduct at the time he ‘“‘admired,”’ 
yet some time after that she hired him to do 
some work four her and paid him threepence, | 
which appeared to him then to be good money, 


tragedy they caused. 


but he had not gone more than three or four 
rods before he looked in his pocket for the money, 
but could not find any. Some time after this 
he met Bridget in the street,and she asked him 
whether his father would grind some grain for 
her. 
tion, and she answered because folks counted 
her a witch. 


He asked her why she asked that ques- 


[The poor old woman was evi- | 
dently afraid to ask any favors of any one.] 
He assured her he had no question but that his 
father would, but (said) he had not gone from 
her above six rods before the off wheel of his | 


wagon, which had a small load in it, suddenly | 


nont witch) duly commissioned to work mischief. 
These spectres finally became uncomfortably numer- 
ons, even those of very good people being often seen by | 
these who were possessed of spretral sight, which 
difficulty Cotton Mather thus notes, “But that which 
makes this Descent [of Devils] the more formidable 
is, the multitude and quality of Persons accused of 
an interest in this 


witchcraft by the efficacy of the | 
epectres, which take their name and shape upon 

them; causing very many Good and wise men to | 
fear, that ianocent, yea, and some vertuous persons 
are by the Devils in this matter imposed upon; that 
the Devils have obtained the power to take on the | 
likenesses of harmless people and in that likeness to 
afflict other people, &c.,” page 52. 

Calef says—“At the examination, and at other | 
times, it was usual for the aceusers to tell of the | 
black man, [Satan] or of a spectre, as being then on 
the table, &c. The people about would strike with 
swords or sticks at those places. One Jrstice broke 
his cane at this exercise, and sometimes the accusers 
would say they struck the spectre, and it is reported 
several of the accused were hurt and wounded there 


by, though at home at the same time.” page 214. 








Calef intimates in one place that one of these 


plumped or sunk intoa hole upon plain ground, 
80 that he was forced to get sume one to help 
him get the wheel out, and that he afterwards 
went back and could not find the hole. Her 
apparition, moreover, had visited him 1n_ bis 
chamber at night—and about midnight—sat on 


| his bed, and ‘*hopt’’ upon the bed and around 


the room with her ‘‘coate clapt close to her 
legges,’’ &e. He subsequently accused her of 
this to her face, and she was angry with him, 
telling him that he was doing her more mis- 
chief than any one, a8 people would believe 
his stories, and she threatened him (he said) 
for bringing her out about the brass* she stole; 
whereupon, sume time after this,as he was 


| going to the barn one dark night, he ‘*was-sud- 


denly taken or hoisted from ye ground’ and 
threw agt a stone wall, after that taken up 
againe and throwed Down a bank at the end 


” 


of his house.’’ Some time after this, he ‘‘mett 
the sd Bishop by Tsaak Stone's brick kill. Af- 
ter he had passed buy her this Deponent’s horse 
stood still with a small load going up the hill, 


| 80 yt the horse striuing to draw, all his Gears 


and tackling flew in pieces and the cart fell 
downe.”’ **Afterwards this Deponent went to 
lift a Bagg of corn of about two bushels, but 
could not budge it with all his might.”” He 
also averred that he “hath mett with seuerall 


| other of her Pranks at seuerall times which 


would take up a great time to tell of.” 
He also accused Bridget of bewitching his 


| daughter Priscilla (about two years ago) 80 


that she died in a lamentable manner after a 
fortnight’s sickness. 
Sam] Gray|| testified that he had seen Bridget 





* After reading Stacey's stories against Bridget, 
his accusation against her of stealing the brass ap- 
pears to be a myth—the only improbable thing he 
stated. 


|| Calef says, (pages 214-5) that Bridget Bishop 
alias Oliver having long undergone the repute of a 
witch, occasioned by the accusation of one Samuel 
Gray, who about twenty years before had charged 
her with such crimes—and though on his death-bed 


spectres was seen engaged in mischief after its owner | he testified his sorrow and repentance for such accu- 


had been safely hanged. 


sations, as being wholly groundless, yet, the report, 

















in his house at night, and bewitching his 


daughter in her cradle, and that she died in 
consequence. Jobn Hale* of Beverly charged 
upon her, by implication, a share in the death 


of Christian Trask of Beverly, who having 


been ‘‘much given to reading and search ye 
prophecys of Scripture,’ got out of her mind 
and killed herself with a pair of scissors ; and 
having at one time prevented Bridget B. from 
‘‘receiving ye Lord’s Supper in our Church,” 
and having regretted, it would appear, after- 
wards some of her previous treatment of B., 
she made friends with B. and her husband,+ 








taken up by his means, continued, and Bridget was 
charged again in 1692 and executed. 

If Gray died then before 1692, his testimony, writ- 
ten out against her years before, must have been ad- 
mitted agaiust her in 1692, and this although he had 
acquitted her on his death-bed ! 
twenty years standing was sometimes admitted 
against the accused, and seems to have been in this 
case, even though disowned by its author! 


* Can this be the Rev. Mr. Hale of Beverly? Tis 
name was John. (‘alef says, (page 228) that Rev, 
Mr. Hale of Beverly had been (before his own wife, 
in October, 1692, was accused of witchcraft,) “very 
forward in these prosecutions.” Cotton Mather pub- 
lished ,by authority, a report of the trial of Bridget 
Bishop and four others convicted of witchcraft, but 
we do not fied in his account any allusion in her case 
to the testimony of this John Hale! Mather makes 
no allusion in his work to any testimony on the Court 
files in favor of those accused of witchcraft in 1692, 
yet he says in his work that he wrote not as an ad 
vocate, but as an historian! 


Old testimony of 


+ This Mrs. Trask went once into Edward Bishop's 
house at night, and finding some persons (probably 


young people) playing shovel board, took the pieces | 


they were playing with and threw them into the fire, 
and reproved bridget Bishop for promoting such dis- 
orders, but received no satisfation from her about it. 
This was one of the motives which induced her to 
prevent Bridget B. from receiving the Sacrament.— 
After this, she (Mrs. T.) was sorry for it, and made 
friends with Edward B. and his wife, and soon after 
went distracted, and disturbed on a time public wor- 
sbip in church, All thiswas laid to the account, 
probably, of Bridget B. as done for revenge,as well as 
her death also. It will be noticed that Mrs. T. was 
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and was thereafter distracted. She finally 
killed herself—mangling her throat dreadfully 
with the scissors—whereupon John Hale says, 
after having seen her, ‘‘so that L then juged 
[judged] and still doe apprehend it impossible 
for her wth so short a pair of cissars to mangle 
herself so without some extraordinary work of 
the devill or witcherafte.”’ 

Sam’‘l Shattuck testified that Bridget B. had 
bewitched his eldest child in 1680, and that 
‘sever since he has bin stupified and voide of 
reason, his fitts still following of him.’ Bridget 
B. also paid him some money for dyeing cer- 
tain very mysteriously short pieces of lace, and 
he put the money she gave him “ina purs 
among som other money which he locked up 
in a box and yt (that) ye purs and money was 
gon out of ye Box he could not tell how.’’°— 
The Doctors (both native and foreign) had told 
him, that, in their opinion, his child was ‘*under 
an evill hand of witchcrafte,’’ and he believed 
Bridget was the cause of it. 

Among other witnessest against her was one 





much given to searching the prophecies of Scripture, 
perhaps acommon thing then, the research into and 
ignorant interpretation of which had so much to do 
with the tragedy of 1692. 

¢ Calef says the Special Commission of Oyer and 
Terminer which tried the witches, ‘proceeded in the 


| manner of swearing witnesses, viz., By holding up 
the hand, (and by receiving evidences in writing.) 


according to the ancient usage of this Country; as also 
having their indictments in English. In the trials 
when any were indicted for afflicting. pining and 
wasting the bodies of particular persons by witch- 
craft, it was usual to hear evidence of matter foreign, 
and perhaps of twenty or thirty years standing, 
about over-setting carts, the death of cattle, un- 
kindness to relations, or unexpected accidents befall- 
ing after some quarrel. Whether this was admitted 
by the law of England, or by what other law wants 
to be determined, &c. ” page 233. 

According to Cotton Mather (page 95) Rev. Mr. 
Burroughs was convicted of witcheraft by such evi- 
dence as was considered sufficient, ‘‘according to the 
rules of reasoning, by the judicious Gaulr, in that 
case directed.” It would appear then that Gaule was 
of high, if not the highest authority in such investi_ 
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Jno. Cook, who testified that hesaw her stand- | 
ing in his chamber one morning about sunrise 

some **fiue or six years agoe,’’ and after grin- 

ning on him and striking him on the side of 

his head, he **saw her goe out under ye End 

window at a little creviss about se bigg as I 

could thrust my hand into.’’ Perhaps the 
most marvellous story of her doings was that 
told by John Louder or Lowder of Salem, who 
was then living as a servant at Mr. John Ged- 
ney’s* inS, Weshall give this testimony en- 
gations. In “Enchantments Encountered,” page 22, 
Mather gives an abstract of Mr. Gaule’s method of 
detecting witches, which see. 

* This Mr. Jobn Gedney (or Gidney) was most 
probably the Magistrate Gidaey, befure whom, and 
his Associates Hathorn and Curwin, Captain John Al- 
din, (Alden) Senior, of Boston, was examined on 
the charge of witchcraft, at Salem May 3lst, 1692, 
and committed. Alden’s account of the affair Calef 
has preserved, (pages 210 to 215). If Louder was 
his (Gedney’s) servant, the latter was like bis mas’er 
in credulity, singe at the examination of Aldin, 
whom his accusers had never before seen, and there- 
fore did not know hiw, on being asked by the mag- 
istrates who burt them, one of them pointed several 
times to a Capt'n Hill who was in the room, but spake 
nothing. This accuser had aman sianding at her 
back to hold ber up, who stooped down to her ear, 
and then she cried out Aldin, Aldin afflicted her. 
One of the magistrates asked her if she had ever 
seen Aldin, and she answered, No! He then asked 
ber bow she knew it was Aldin? She said the man 
told her so. 

A great outcry was then made by this woman 
against Aldin, and Mr. Gicney bid Aldin confess 
and give glory to God. Aldin, who was a stout 
hearted man, replied that be hoped he should give 
glory to God and never gratify the Devil. Gidney 
said he bad known Aldin many years, had been at sea 
with bim, and always looked upon him as an honest 
man, but now he saw cause to alter his judgment. 
Aldin replied to this in a very wanly way, and was 
directed to look upon the accusers, which be did, and 
they then fell down—prostrated by his looking upon 
them. Aldin then asked Mr. Gidney, ‘‘what reason 
there could be given why his (Aldin’s) looking upon 
him did not strike him dowa as well? but no reason was 
given that I heard,” (page 212) Aldin told Gidney 
that there was a lying spirit in the accusers. Rev. | 


tire, as its reception by the Grand Jury and 
Court of that day tells far more potently than 
can any language of ours to whata fearful 
frenzy the delusion reached, and what horrible 
imaginations then entered the minds of men. 
‘John Lowder vs. Bridget Bishop. 
“John Louder of Salem aged about Thurtey 
two yeares Testifieth and sayth yt about seaven 
or eight years since [ then liuing wth Mr. 
John Gedney in Salem and haueing had some 
Controversey with Bridget Bishop ye wife of 


| Edw Bishop of Salem, sawyer, avate her fuwles 


yt vsed te Come into our Orchard or Garden. 
Some little tyme after which, I goeing well to 
bed: aboute ye dead of ye night felt a great 
weight vpon my Breast and awakeing looked 
and it being bright moonlight did clearly see 
sd Bridget Bishop or her likeness sitting vpon 
my stomache and putting my armes of of ye 
bed to free myself from ye great oppression, 
she presently laid hold of my throat and all- 
most choked mee and I had no strength or 
power in my hands to resist or help myselfe 
and jn this condition she held me to almost 
day, some tyme after this my mistress Susan- 
nah Gedney was in our orchard and I was then 
with her, and said Bridget Bishop being then 
in her orchard wceh was next adjoining to ours, 
my mistress told sd Bridget yt I said or affirmed 
yt shee came one night and satt vpon my breast 
as aforesd which she denyed and I Afirmed to 
her face to be true and yt I did plainly see her 
vpon wch discourse with her she threatened 
me. And some tyme after that [ being not 
very well stayed at home ona Lords day 
and on ye afternoon of sd day the doors being 
shutt I did see a black pig in the Roome Com- 
ing towards mee soe I went towards itt to kick 
Mr. Noyes was unbappily conspicuous in attempting 
to silence Aldin, who was again committed, but es- 
caped from prison and fied. If Mr. Gidney, a mag- 
istrate, could be eo easily deceived, what better could 
have been expected of his servant? Cotton Mather 
gives Louder’s testimony in his report of Bistiop’s tri- 
al, but bis book is rare, and we had already given it, 
and as accurately copied from the Court Records, be- 
fore it was our privilege to see Mather’s work. 





itt and it vanished away. Immediately after I 
satt down onan narrow Bar and did see a black 
thing jump into ye window and came and stood 
Just before my face vypon ye bar ye body of itt 
looked like a munkey only ye feet were like a 
Cock’s feete wth claws and ye face somewhat 
more like a man’s yna munkey and I being 
greatly affrighted not being able to speak or 
helpe myselfe by reason of fear I suppose, soe 
the thing spake to mee and said Tama messen- 
ger sent to you for L understand you are troub- 
led in mind and if you will be ruled by mee 
you shall want for nothing in this world, 
which I endeavored to clap my hands vpon 
itt, and said you devill I will kill you but 
could feel no substance and itt Jumped out of 
ye window againe and Imediately came in by 
ye porch althou ye doors ware shutt and said 
you had better take my councill wherevpon I 
strooke at it with a sticke but strook ye Ground- 
sill and break ye stick, but felt noe substance 
and yt arme with which I stroke was presently 
disabled, then it fanished away, and | opened 
ye back dore and Went outand goeing towards 
ye house End I Espied sd Bridget Bishop in 
her orchard goeing towards her house and see- 
ing her had no power to set one foot forward 
but returned in againe and goeing to shutt ye 
dore, I again did see yt or ye like creature yt 
I before did see within dores in such a posture 


which I eryed out ; ye whole armore of God be 
between me and you. 
flew ouer ye appletree flinging ye dust wth its 


struck dum and so continued for aboute three 
days time and also shook many of ye apples of 
from the tree wch it flew over: 


“John Louderapearid before us this 2 day of 
June 1692 and one the oath that he had taken 
did own this’ testimoney to be the truth before 
us the Juries of Inquest. 


*«Jurat in Curia. 


“Bridget Bishop alias Oliuer on her Tryall 
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as it seemed to be agoeing to fly att mee, vpon | 
Soe it sprang back and | 


feet againste my stomacke vpon which I was | 


denied yt she knew this deponent though ye | 





orchard of said Bishop Goined and they often 
had differences for some years.” 

[Vol. Salem Witchcraft, pages 174-5-6.] 

Two witnesses (one 57 years old, the other 
15) also testified, that on taking down the cel- 
lar wall of the old house she (Bridget B.) 
formerly lived in, and about the year 1685, they 
found in holes in the old wall ‘‘severall popitts 
made up of Raggs and hoggs Brussells wth 
headless pins in Them wth ye points outward.”’ 
Such ‘*popitts’? were believed to be the images 
of persons the witch desired to afflict, and by 
sticking pins in those images the mischief could 
be mysteriously and safely accomplished. What 
was done to the images was also really, though 
secretly, done to the persons they represented, 
and sometimes caused the death of the tor- 
mented persons. 

Among the accusers of Bridget B. is Susan- 
nah Sheldon, whose name appears as a com- 
plainant certainly in eight cases, several of 
those executed for witchcraft having been ac- 
cused by her and her companions. She was 
about 18 years old, and most probably belonged 
to the Village, since she is found in company 
with the accusers there in the depositions be- 
fore the Jury against Sarah Good, who was 
very early arrested. She appeared also against 
Giles Cory and wife, Burroughs, Willard, Phil- 





[Nore.—It will be seen by this testimony of Low- 
ders, that he had “some controversy” with Bridget 
Bishop before she thus tormented him, and this may 
at least have aggravated the ha!lucination under 
which he was laboring. That he believed he saw such 
sights may indeed be true—though the character of 
the man does not appear—but that he actually saw 
such things, as he describes, is of course incredible. 
| Men laboring under ‘‘munia a potu” see somewhat 

similar sights, and may not such hullucinations have 

been caused by believing in witchcraft to the full— 

by drinking into the mind and soul those strong 
| draughts of credulity, superstition, prejudice and re- 
| ligious and spiritual frenzy then so abounding in the 
Colony ? Lowder was probably both ignorant and 
superstitious, and perhaps in no condition either of 
body or mind to repel the visions which then haunted 
the morbid minds and souls of the Colony. 
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ip English and others. In both of the only 
two papers we have found in which Mrs. Eng- 
lish is mentioned, Susannah Sheldon wasan ac- 
cuser, and brings them (?. E. and wife) in in- 
cidentally as aiders and abettors of the iniqui- 
ty. She was one of the prin ipal accusers of 
Philip English, and was especially virulent 
against him in a complaint made by her against 
Sarah Procter, and on or about the 23d May, 
as nearas wecan judge. In her complaint 
against Bridget Bishop, alias Oliver, Mr. and 
Mrs. English are mixed in with Bishop and the 
more obnoxious of the accused, and we shall 
reserve this document to illustrate the case of 
Mr. and Mrs. E., as it bears with about as 
much force against them, as against any of the 
other parties named in it. “*” 


We have seen somewhat of the prejudice and 
evidence against Bridget B. Long suspected 
of witchcraft,* with such a cloud of witnesses 
against her, with such evidence, she was 
promptly indicted and arraigned upon five sep- 
arate indictments before the special Court of | 
Oyer and Terminer held at Salem on the 2d of 


June, condemned, and hung on the 10th. That 


| Court, composed of William Stoughton, Esq.,t 


and his Associate Justices, were prompt in 
their effurts to punish this witch, who seems 
to have borne the first fury of the madness, 
and was doubtless hung amid the execrations 
of the people. She died, however, without 
any confessiun—a silent martyr—and to judge 
by some words (intended to be erased) in the 
Sheriff's return, was ‘“‘buried in the place’’t 
where executed— probably at the gallows foot. 
When the Committee appointed by the Gen’l 
Court to distribute pecuniary relief to the suf- 
ferers in 1692 sat in Salem, 1711-12, she was 
one of the six persons, fur whom ‘‘no per- 
son or relation appeared in ye behalfe ot for y« 
taking of ye attainder or for other expences.”’ 
Obscure, frierdless, infamous, hated, she died, 
and seems to have lett none to inherit what was 
then infamy, but now fame. 


+ Stoughton unfortunately was a most bigoted be- 
liever in the witchcraft, and guilt of those condemn- 
ed befure him, and even left the bench because of 
the stay which was ut length put to the prosecutions 





| —+tuting pointedly his disgust, and dishke to the 


* Itis a noticeable fact, that of those suspeeted of, 
and condemned for witehcraft at Sulem in 1692 above 
a third part were members of churches. It was not the | 
old women and the simple and foolish who were then 
alone suspected. This fact is in confirmation of the 
causes to which we have in so large a degree attribut- 
ed the persecutions in 1692. Witches generally had 
beeo of the class, whom Spenser, the English Poet, | 
thus describes: 

‘‘There in a gloomy hollow glen she found 

A litile cottage built of stickes and redes 

In homly wise, and waled with suds around; 
In which a witch did dwell. in loathiy weedes 
And wilful want, all careless of her needes: 

So choosiag solitarie to abide 

Far from all neighbours, that her devli-h deeds 





And helli-h art- from people she might hide, 
And hurt far off unknowne whom ever she envide.” | 


The New England witches of 1692 certainly do 
not reem to answer thi- description in it- particulars, | 
even if sharing the malignity and power which the | 
poet has so graphically de-eribed, and which were 


then attributed to what were called black or malefick 
witches. 


step. (see Calef, pages 58-9, and Upham’s Witch- 
craft. page 87 ) He evidently thought that justice 
was obstruet:d by that tay. Such was the Judge 
who presided over these trials. 


¢ inconnection with the burial of any or all those 


| executed tor witeheraft in Salem, we append the tol- 


lowing valuable tradition, whreh was sent us by 
Matthew A. Stickney, E-q., whose antiquarian re- 
searches in otber branches of bistory are eo well 


| known. 


“The late Caleb Buffum, who died ata very ad- 
vanced age, some years since, in Federal Street, re- 
lated to me many things, which bad been handed 
down in bis family respecting the execution of witeh- 
es op Gallows Hill. Some twenty years ago, an at- 
tempt was made, by digging, te bring to light some- 
thing ef the individuals buried on that Hill, but 
notbing wasfoun!. Mr. Buffam informei me that 
he was net at all surprised at it—tbat nutwithstand- 
ing they were buried with their clothes un, near 
where they were executed, be had been informed by 
his grandfaher, that their friends, when it came 
night, disinterred them, and that they ideatified 
them by their clothes, and one man from an isue on 
his arm—that they were carried down from the bill 
by a bridle path, which ran slong the banks of the 
North River, inthe rear of Federal Street, and if 
they were seen, no obj-ctions were made.” 

We trust Mr. Stickney will be able to reduce to 
writing all that be reevllects of Mr. B.’s tradition- 
ary knowledge, which we doubt not is as correct, as 


it is interesting. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE, ON THE 
AUTHENTICITY OF THE TRADITLON 
OF THE FIRSF CHURCH, BUILT IN 
1634. 


Read at a Meeting of the Institute, April 26, 1860. | 


The Committee appointed in July 1859, to 
ascertain the authenticity of the tradition as 


to the identity of an old building on the estate | 


of David Nichols, back of Boston street,—hav- 


ing been built from the frame of the first Church | 
ever erected in Salem, and report at a future 


meeting of the Institute what dction it would 
be advisable for the Institute to take in rela- 
tion thereto, have attended to that duty, and 
beg leave to report, tliat 

¥our Committee have with unwearied pains 


endeavored to investigate the subject, tor 


which they were appointed ; that they trust 


they have brought to this important task, the 


most umprejudiced and impartial mindy,—that | 


they flatter themselves they have been only 
diligent searchers into the truth, in relation to 
this subject; that they have no private views 
oraims to gratify—that they have only in 
common with their fellow citizens, the sincere 
and ardent desire to investigate, impartially 


the validity of the testimony on which has | 


rested the belief that this is the veritable 


building, which the records say was erected in | 


1634, for the first Church s where our ances- 


tors worshipped the God of their fathers, | 


agreeably to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences ; and if trae, to preserve for all com- 
ing time, this humble temple of God, from the 


all destroying. elements; the tooth of time, | 


having already made very free with it. 
But while we desire to sift the evidence 


critically amd impartially, on which this tra- | 


dition is founded, we have wished to do it, in 
a liberal and catholic spirit, with no narrow 
or cynical criticism, and to exercise towards 
the traditional part of the evidence, the liber- 
Vou. 11. 19 
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| ality which we think honestly and truthfully 


That it has come to us from 
| long lived men, remarkable for retentive mem- 
that it is 

no vague, improbable legend, based upon un- 
| certain and visionary testimony. 


belong to it. 


ories, and famed for truthfulness ; 


The first question appears to be—is this the 
| frame of the first Church erected in 1634? Is 
| there, in records and reliable tradition, evi- 
dence to warrant a belief that it is? 


Let us first look into the evidence from the 
records,—then into the tradition,—and lastly, 
—the internal proofs from the building itself. 


| We have the assurance from the records, 

that the having worshipped 
| from 1629 to 1634 in an unfinished building, 
ef one story, agreed, the latter year, with 
Mr. Norton to build a suitable mecting-house, 
which should not exceed the amount of £100. 
In 1638, four years afterwards, ‘ bills were 
paid for daubing and glazing this house:” 
| The next year, in February 1639, an agree- 
| ment was made with John Pickering to build 
a ‘* Meeting house,’’ but from what follows, 
and in which your Committee coincide, it was 

only an dddition to the old house; for the 
town voted on the 31st Dec. 1638, only two 
months previous, to build an addition to the 
meeting house. The agreement with Picker- 
ing was ‘‘that it be 25 feet long, the breadth of 
the old building, with a gallery answerable to 
the former, one cattied chimney of 12 feet 
| long, the back whereof to be brick or stone, 
to have six sufficient windows, two on each 
side, and two at the end, anda pair of stairs 
to ascend the galleries, suitable to the former.”’ 
Here only one end is mentioned, and a Meeting 
| House would of course have had two ends, 
| Thus we have the information, also, that the 
| first building had a gallery. 


congregation, 


| 


This addition made the building twice its 
former size, exclusive of the five feet which 
was necessarily reserved for a pulpit, on the 
| side, between the galleries, and a door oppo- 
‘site with an aisle in the middle, a style of 
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Church building which continued from that | length of the building then was forty-five feet 
day until a very late period. The whole as here represented in the following plan. 























OAd part, 20 feet. ss 25 feet, new part. 
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| | 
m4 : 2 
= z cE 
8 OLD. = NEW. > 
4 ] 
= <I 
oS ° 

“PULPIT. 

Still preserved. 


In 1647 “Mr. George Curwin and William | Scotland and Ireland at the present day. On 

Lord have nndertaken to provide stone and | the 10th June, 1712, it was proposed to fit up 
clay for repairs of the meeting house. Mr. | the old watch house, which was bwilt, as we 
Curwin has promised to provide for covering the | have seen, from part of the old meeting house, 
meeting house, 500 nails, and is promised to | 28 a place ‘‘for teaching reading, writing, cy- 
be paid to his content.”’ This house contin- | phering and navigation.’”” Now the whole 
ued, a8 appears by the records, to accommo- house is converted into a school house or into 
date the ‘‘congregation” until 1670, when the | two schoolhouses, being formerly fitted up fora 
second house was built, of 60 feet long, 50 feet School house and a watch house.’’ This school 
wide and 20 feet stud, situated according to | house continued in the town’s use to May 
the records ‘at the west end of the old meet- | 19, 1760,a space of forty-eight years, when the 
ing house towards the prison.” The town records inform usa ‘‘new school howse’’ is to 
gave the land toset it upon. On the 17th Aug., be built, not on the same spot as the old one in 
1672, the town ‘voted, that the old meeting School Lane. “School Lane”’ is said, in the town 
house be reserved for the town’s use, to build | records, to have been afterward Court Street, 
a skoolehouse and watch house,”’ and be car- | and which is now Washington street. This 
ried ‘‘into some convenient place where it may | old school house was situated, says tradition, 
be reformed for the town’s use,” and it was | to the northward of the old Hunt House. 
further voted that ‘the old pulpit and the With this entry about the location of the new 
deacon’s seat be given to the farmers,’’ who school house ends the town records, which are 
were then erecting a meeting house at the Vil- | all missing from May, 1760, toMay, 1764, and 
lage. The stones of the underpinning of the | no doubt the missing part contained the rec- 
old meeting house and the clay is given to Mr. | ord of the disposal of the old school house. 
Fisk. The ‘clay of the old meeting house’ | Had this record been preserved, any tradition 
has probably reference to the floors, which | would have been unnecessary and superfluous, 
were no doubt made of clay,—boards being | As it is, however,all that is known from 1760, 
searce, a8 there were but few saw-mills in the | of the old house, is from this source ; and there 
Colony at that early period; this custom of | 1s every reason to believe it was then disposed 
clay floors is still common in the cottages of | of, and that Thorndike Proctor, who was at 
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this time a conspicuous man in town affairs, | bered that the persons I have named were sep- 
Selectman and Moderator of Town Meetings, | arated only by death, although very long lived; 
and Grand Jury man, bought the oldest part | father, son and grandson have lived together in 
and re-erected it on his own land, back of | the same house, and the connection that bound 
what is now Boston Street, where it was used | the past to the present was never broken for a 
asa tavern ora refreshment house. Here it | day. Two persons are now living who were 
has slumbered undisturbed for a period of one | born in the old tavern, viz., Benja. Proctor, 
hundred years. The tradition is to this effect, aged 84, and hissister. I have just seen them, 
obtained through Caleb Peirce, Esq., and comes | and find they well remember that it was al- 
down to us from the Pope family and from’ ways known as having been made from the 
Benja. Proctor and his sister, who are the lin- | «*Pirst Meeting House.’’ Mr. Proctor says he 
“al descendants of the said Thorndike Proctor. has heard his father say so more than a hun- 
Mr. Peirce says, | dred times. A few years ago TI mentioned to 
‘Joseph Pope, the first of the name who | an older brother of theirs, since dead, what I 
came to New England, was in Salem in 1636; | had heard of its early history, and found him 
his name appears on the Salem records about _ much better informed than I was, and much in- 











that time.’? terested in having the house preserved. It was 
“Joseph Pope 2d was born in , mar- | from him I first learned that the house itself 

{ ried in 1679 Bethusa Folger, aunt to Dr. | affords so much evidence of its origin.” 
Franklin.” Thus ends the tradition. The internal evi- 


“Enos Pope, son of Joseph 2d, was born in| dence that the present building is the identical 
1690; he lived near the Fowler house in Bos- | First Church erected in 1634 are, first, the 
ton Street. In 1718 he built the house now size of the building, which so completely 
occupied by Mr. Wilkins at the foot of Gal- matches the ‘‘addition” made in 1639, being 
lows Hill, which was within a few rods of this 20 feet long and 17 feet wide ; secondly, its pe- 
old building in which Enos 2d was born in | culiar construction,—one important point being 
721, and who died at the age of 92. Enos , that a beam. apparently intended for the sup. 
3d was born in 1769. My recollections of my | port of a gallery, is framed in from side to side 
grandfather, Enos 2d, are very clear and dis- | at about one-third the length of the building ; 
tinct. Until a few months of his death he | that upon the timber opposite to this beam are 
was very active, clear minded and communica- | peculiar tenons, which, in the opinion of a 
tive. He was frequently enquired of by peo- | master builder, cannot be for any other use 
ple with regard to previous events, and he was than the insertion of knees for some support, 
so exact in his account of dates and particu- | Which your committee believe was for a gallery. 
lars that it was supposed he had kept a jour-| The daubings upon the walls, or plastering 
nal for many years, which was not the case. | as we should now say, composed of clay and 
“I remember his pointing out the course of chopped straw, also prove the great antiquity 
the old road, which passed the tavern house of the building, but your committee not being 
and joined the present street directly opposite in possession of the fact how the building was 
his house. With Enos Pope 3d 1 lived near removed to the present location, are not clear, 
forty years,—he was full of information and that this work might not have been added sub- 
anecdotes, and yet very cautious and careful | sequently to its removal. The great pitch of 
in his statements. It is from him and his sis- | the roof, unusual at that day for dwellings, 
ters, who lived in the family long after their | may have been so designed to givea wider 
father’s death, that I got the account. It was | #nd freer space in the galleries. 
never doubted by them. It should be remem- 


Upon a careful review of all the testimony, 
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your Committee are unanimously of the opin- | mental ear, ‘* put off thy shoes from off ‘thy 
ion, that the evidence, thus educed, from the | feet, for the place whereon thou standest, is holy 
public records, from reliable tradition and ground.” 





from the internal testimony of the building Rerpectfully submitted, 
itself, 18 plain and conclusive. Other great and | April 26, 1860. 

valuable mementves of our fathers have rested | C. M. Expicorr, Chairman, 
upon much less evidence, particularly the far- Francis Peanopy, 

famed, and world-renowned Plymouth Kock, | Gro. D. Purrren, 

Our records prove that the old meeting-house A. €. GoopEL., 

of 1634 was in existence, in the town’s use and Ina J, Parcy, 


occupation down to 1760, The tradition since 
that period is plain, straightforward and unde- EXTRACTS FROM THE FIRST BOOK OF 
niable, covering a space only of two lives, and BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS, 
those of the most veritable character, particu- | OF THE CITY OF SALEM. 


| — 


larly that of Enos Pope 2d, born in 1721, who COPIED BY IRA J. PATCH. 
y 








died in 1813, and who was forty years of age 

when it was 1e noved from its place in School | lA 
lane to where it now stands. | Sam’l Gardner, his da. Mary borne by Mary 
his wife 29 June, 62; da Margaret born 
ye 14th July, ’64; son Samuell borne 9th 4th 
mo,, 1666; son George b 28th 11th mo., 16— 
George deceased 5 7 mo., 1668; Jonathan. 
borne 18 July, 1669. 


Continued from Vol. II, Page 93. 


The internal evidence derived from the 
building itself is alike confirmatory of both 
records and tradition, and your Committee 
have no hesitation in saying that in this hum- 
ble building has been as jt were providentially : z ; 
preserved the first Church erected by our fath- John Garven drowned 5 12, °61; his daugh- 
ers in 1634. The same building in which ter Eliza borne 26 July, "62. 

Roger Williams, Hugh Peters, John Higgin- | Joseph Grafton maryed by Mr. Symonds, his 
son and other divines of that day, expounded worship, to Eliza Browne the 30 4 mo., 1664. 
the scriptures and dispensed the bread of life The said Joseph deceased at Barbadoes Febru- 
to their hearers, and it is unnecessary to say, | 27Y> 1670. 

that it is a most yaluable memento of our an- John Glover maryed to Mary Guppy by Ma- 
cestors; identified, as jt is, with their pure jor Hathorn the 2d January, 1660; theire son 
and simple devotions and pious zeal, John borne ye 29th 6th mo., 1601; theire son 

Your Committee would, therefore, in fur- m om wor 15th March, 1663 ; da’r Mary 
therance of the duty which devolves ypon — ” wong mo , 1666 ; da. Sesah borne ye 
them, recommend that this ‘* Sangissima Ca- | Sth mo., 68; Hana 24th 4th °70; son Benja- 

min borne ye 28th March, 1674; Ebenezer 


suitable place and fitted up internally and ex- born April 13th, 1685. 

ternally as nearly as porsjble to its original | John Gilloway and Sara Keazer were mary- 
appearance, where it would be more accessible ed by Major Wm. Hathorne ye 7th April, 
to the public, and where pilgrimages could be 1666. 

made to it by every son and daughter of Mas- | Thos. Goold, his son Joseph borne by Eliza 
sachusetts who values our peculiar history and | his wife 15 January, ’62; theire son Thomas 
the preservation of memorials connecting us | borne 16th September, 1664; theireson James 
with our fathers, and as they shall stand be- | borne 8 February, (65)—theire son Thomas 
neath its restored and sacred roof, the words | died Ist 12th mo., °67; 2d son Thos. borne 
once uttered to Moses shall steal upon the| 26th February, 1667 ; son Benjamin borne the 


sa’’—this most holy house, be removed to some 

















26th August, 1669; Samuell borne the 6th 
February, 1670. 

John Goose maried to Mary Robisson by 
Maj’r Hathorne the 18th day of June, 1665; 
the sd Mary died ye 9th 9 mo., 1665. 


Eleazer Giles and Sara More was maried ye 


25th 11 mo., ’64; theire daug’r Sara borne 
first January, (1665)—dau’r Elizabeth borne 
7th 10th mo., 1667; Hanna borne ye Februa- 
ry, 1669; da’r Mary borne ye 14th 12th mo., 
°72; da’r Susanna borne the lst March, °73. 
Robert Glanfield maryed to Lyddea Warde 
the 12th July, 1665; theire daughter Lyddea 
bor 3d 7th mo., 1666; da’r Abigail bo 20th 
Aprill, 1668 ; son Peeter borne ye 7th June, 


1670; Robert borne 27th July, 1672; daugh- , 


ter Sarah borne 16th 11th mo., 1674. 


Samuel Goldthwrite and Elizabeth Cheever 
were maried the 3d September, 1666; theire 
dau’r Elizabeth bor 7th 10th mo., ’67, and de- 
ceased six weeks after; son Samuell borne the 
Sth of March, 1668-69; theire son Thomas 
borne ye 14th 12th mo., 1670; son Ezekiell 
borne the 3d 8th mo., 1674; Hanah borne 
9th Aprill, 1686-7 ; Thomas born 1st March, 


1688-9. 


Mr. Bartholmew Gidney his da Hana borne 
ye 19th 6th, 67, by Hana his wife; daughter 
Liddea borne 9th March, 1669; daughter Be- 


thiah borne 27th May, 1672; 


vember 2d, 1675. 


Hittabell Goldthwrite deceased 3d May, | 


1668. 


Joseph Grafton, his wife Mary deceased in 


November, 1674. 


Arther Gray and Hanna Ilide were maried 
by Maj’r William Hathorne ye 17th of No- 
vember, 1668 ; daughter Christian borne the 
Ist 6 mo., 1670; Joseph borne 26 10 mo., 
1672; Mary borne 26th July, 74; Joseph de- | 


ceased 6 weeks after it was borne. 


Samuell Gaskin and Provided Sothwicke | 
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Debora borne 3d | 
of January, 1673, and died 9th December, 
1674; theire son Samuel born at Salem No- 








were maried 50th 10 mo., °62; theire son Same 
uell borne the 23d 11 mo., °’63; son Edward 
berne 23d October, ’67 ; Hana borne 2d Janu- 


ary, 1669; daughter Provided borne the 22d 
April, 1072. 

Thomas Gardner and Mary Porter were 
maried by Maj. Hathorne 22d April, 1669 ; 
theire daughter Mary borne the 14th 12th mo., 
1669 ; son Thomas borne ye 25th 8 mo., 1671; 
son Habakkuk borne the 25th February, 1673. 


Robert Graye and Hana Holt were married 
the Sth day of March, 1668 ; Katherine theire 
daughter borne 15 duly, 1670; son Henry 
borne 17th January, 1671; daughter Jemima 
borne 23d 10 mo., 773, and died in 7th mo. 
next; daughter Hana borne 30th 11 mo., ’74. 

Zachariah Gesdell and Elizabeth Beachum 
were maried last of 4th mo., 1666; theire son 
Zachariah borne 9th February, 1667 ; theire 
son Sam’ll borne 3d of 10th mo., 1669; son 
Joseph borne the 23d September, 1672; daugh- 
ter Mary borne the 27th 9th mo., 1674; som» 
Thomas borne 30th 10th mo., ’76; son Abra- 
ham borne the 7th 9th mo., 1678; son John 
borne ye 10th August, 1681; theireson Benja. 
borne 4th day of July, 1687. 

Jehoadan, daughter of Mr. John Grafton 
borne by Seeth his wife Ist 8 mo., 69; daugh- 
ter Margaret borne 24th January, 1671; son 
Nathaniell borne 14 July, 1674. 

Bartholmew Gale, his son Isaack borne by 
Mary his wife 2d 5 mo., 69; son Jacob borne 

15 August, 167]; son Bartholmew borne ye 
26 Aprill, 1674; theire children Daniell and 
Mary, twins, borne 17th August, 1676. 


Benjamin Ganson, his daughter Elizabeth 
borne by Elizabeth his wife ye 19 12 mo., 
| 1669; son Benjamin borne ye 7th 5 mo., 1671. 

John Guppy and Abigaile Kitchin were 
maried ye 3d 4 mo., ’69; theire daughter Ab- 
igaile borne the 31 day of May, 1672; Eliza- 

beth borne the 8th February, 1674. 
| Samuel Gardner, his daughter Hana borne 
| by Mary his wife the 16th Aprill, 1671; son 
Abel borne the Ist 7 mo., 1673; Mary his 














wife deceased the 12th 7 mo., 1675; his daugh- | 
ter Elizabeth deceased the 14th October, 1678. 

Samuel Gardner, jr., (son of Leift. George 
Gardner) and Elizabeth Grafton, widow, were 
maried the 24th April, 1673; theire son 
George borne the 28th 11 mo., 1674; daugh- 
ter Hanna borne the 4th of Aprill, 1676; the 
said George the son dyed the same year it was 
borne. 

Thomas Greenstad djed in July, 1674. | 

John Glide, his son John borne by Mary his 
wife ye 24 2 mo., ’79, 

Thomas Greene, his son Thomas (being his | 
supposed futher) borne by Remember Samons | 
the first of April, 1676, and deceased ye first 
week 7th mo., ’77. | 

Mrs. Damaris Gardner deceased the 28th 9 
mo., 1674, and Mr. Thomas Gardner, the hus- 
band of ye said Damorice, deceased 29 10 mo., | 
1674. 

Samuell Gray and Abigaile Lord were mar- 
* ried 28 10 mo., 1671; daughter Abigaile borne 
B0th August, 1672, and dyed within ye same | 
yeare. 

Eleazer Giles, his son Eliezer borne by Sara 
his wife 3d lst mo., 1675-6; Sara his wile de- 
ceased 9th May, 1676. 


Joseph Gray and Deborah Williams were | 


married 106 mo., 1675; theire son Joseph | 
borne 9th June, 1676, 

Benja. Gray, son of Benja. Gray, born Oc- 
tober 3d, 1701. 

Adam Goold and Rebecka Cooper were mar- 





ryed 15 6 mo., ’°77 ; theire daughter Rebecka | 
borne the 25th August, 1678; theire son John 


borne the 31st January, 1679, 

William Gill and Hannah Meachum were 
marryed by Maj’r Will’m Hathorne the 6th 
February, 1677; theire son William borne the 


20th 9 mo., 1680; their son John born 20th | borne 11th, 10th mo., ’65; son Jonathan bo 


| the 6th, 12th, 1667. 


March, 1682-3; Hanah Gill borne 19th Sep- 
tember, 1685; Elizabeth born 18th May, 1689 ; 
Ebenezer borne ye 28th August, 1691. 


Isaack Goodell and Patience Cooke were 





150 





\ 








married 25th 11 mo., 1668; theire sen Isaack 
borne 29th March, 1670; daughter Hester 
berne 17th March, 1671-2; sonn Zachariah 
borne 15th May, 1675; sonn Abraham borne 
3d May ’77, and dyed 3 days after; Abigaile 
borne in the beginning of November, 1678 : 
theire son borne ye middle 7mo. and dyed 7 
weeks alter. 

Joseph Hutchenson and Lidea Smale were 
married the 28th day of February, 1677. 

Jonathan, son of Jon. Horne bo 28, 5, *58, 


, and dyed 11, 7 758. 


James Hadlocke maryed to Rebeca Huthe- 
son, May 58; theire da. Hanna bor July, 
*57 ; Sara bo 7th mo °59; Mary bor 2d March 


| °62. 


Nehemiah Howard maryed to Ann Dixy, 
llth 6 mo., 1657; theire da Sara born ye 3d, 
lst mo., 1658; da Hana bo Ist, 6 mo., ’6L 

John Harrod, son of John Harrod, bo by 
Gin (or Gen) his wife, 10th, 11th mo., ’60; 
their sun Jonathan bo ye 16th Aprill 1662, 
and both dyed ye last week of Aprill 1662; 
(Jon. Harrod was maried 11th, 5, ’59. 


Zebulon Hill, his son John bo by Elizabeth 
his wife, 2d, 4, 1659; there son Phillip borne 


| 24th, 10, 62; son Zebulon, 5, 4, ’6—. 


Richard Harvey, his da Sara dyed ye 26, 10, 
’59 ; his son born Septemb’r, 1660. 

Richard Hollingworth, maryed to Eliza 
Powell by Mr. Endicott, 23d, 6, 1659; son 
Richard bo 9th, 6 mo., 61, and deceased Au- 


| gust 62; son Benjamin, 28th June ’63; son 


John borne the 12th of May, ’65; da’r Abi- 
gaile, borne, first March 1667-68; Joseph 
borne 4th, 2d mo., ’70. 

Edward Hillyard, his son Edward, born by 
Martha, his wife, 16, 8, °60; theire da’r Eliza 
born ye 14th, 8, 58; Mary borne ye 30, 3, 
59; da’r Sara bo 8th Sept. 62; son David 


John Higgeson, his son Frances bo by Sara 
his wife, 9,4, G0; his son Henry bo 18, 10, 


62. 
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Soseph Harily, fijs son Sauies by Mathew his | borne 28th Aprif °64; son Jonathan borne ye 
wife bo 4th, 10, ’60; his son Joseph bo 30th, | 18th June ’66; son David borne the 23d June 
7,’°5—; theire son John bo Ist, 1, 58; da’r | 1668; da’r Alice borne 28th, 9th mo., 1672. 
Hana bo 6th May, ’63; son Benjamin b roe) John Hill, wheelwright, married Lidea Buf- 
5th Sept 65; son William borne last week of | fum, 26th, 6th mo., 64; their daughter, 
Aprifl 1669 ; daughter Martha deceased the | Laden borne ye 30th March, 1666; da’r Eliz- 
5th, 11 mo., 1674. | abeth borne the 15th December 1667; son 

Jon. Hill, his da’r Susan, bo by Miriam, his John borne ye 22d, 11 mo., 1670; son Robert 
wife, ye 3lst, 5th mo., 1660; their daughter | borne the 11th September, 1676. 








Miriam borne 24th, Ist, ’58. | Zebulon Hill, his Da’r Eliza borne by Eliza 
Joseph Holton, his son Benjamin, bo by | his wife, ye Ist, 12th mo., 1664; their daugh- 
Sara his wife Lith, 12th mo., °57. | ter Mary bor ye 25th January, 1667 ; daugh- 


ae | ter Abigaile borne the 21st, 7th mo., 1670 
Benjamin Hooper, bo by Mathea Lemon, red penny gen a rise 
2Ist, 11 mo., ’56. | Sara borne 22d June, 70. 


William Hollinsworth, his da iiential Hay Boma, deemed Eohapany, 1A. 


Even, his wife, born ye 4th, Ist mo., °58. Rebecka, daughter of Mr. John Hale, min- 


~ : ° : | iste f iver in Sale f Robe 
Ephraim Herrick was married to Mary ister of Bass River in Salem, son of Robert 


Cross, by Maj. Denison, ye * — 1661 ; 
their son John bo ye 3lst May, ’6 

Thomas Hodgman, maryed to Katherine 
More by Major Denison, October 1661. 


Hale late of Charlestowne, carpenter, borne 
| by Rebeka his wife, daughter of Mr. Henry 
Bile late of the city of Sarum in England, the 
28th of Aprill, 1666; theire son Robert borne 
| the 3d 9th mo., 1668. 

Mr. Eliezer Hathorn married to Abigail | 
Corwin, ye 28th, 6th mo., ’63, by Maj. Will’m 
Hathorne ; da’r Abigail borne ye 14th, 9th 
mo., 1665 ; son George borne ye 17th, 2d mo., 
1668, and died ye last week of ye same mo; 
daughter Elizabeth, borae ye 20th, 12th mo., 


1669. 

C ie ‘ ian | Robert Hodg and Mary Pitman were maried 
ame married to Mary Hutson, by |. 994 June, 65; da Mary bo 10th March, 

aj. Hathorne, 16th, 7th mo., 1663; da’r| +5566; Sara borne 19th Feby, ‘67; dau Tab- 
oe ponregt ia fag, 64; Mary, his | itha norne January, 1669; daughter Hanna 
wife, died 20th November, ’65. | borne ye 23d Septr, 1672 ; daughter Elizabeth 

George Hodges, above said, and Sara Phip- | borne ye 15th 7 mo.. ’°74; sonne Robert borne 
en were married 24th, 7th mo., °69; their ye 25 11th mo., 1676; daughter Bethiah borne 
daughter Sara borne the lust wok in March, | the 23d October, 1678 


1660-70. John Horne and nits Clark were maried by 
Job Hilliard, married to Mary Oliver, Ist Major Denison 30th October, 1667 ; dau Mary 

April ’61, (his wife Sara deceased 14th, 8th _ borne the 23d August, 1668, saddled the 20th 

mo., 60;) their da’r Abigail bo 26th, 5th mo., | 6 mo, 1669. 

"62; son Benjamin, 6th May ’64; their eon | Zachariah Herreck, his daughter Mary borne 

Job borne the first of June, 1669; Job Hil- by Mary his wife 10th October, 1654; Eliza- 

liard, the father, deceased the beginning of oth borne 25th March, 1657 ; Sara borne 15 


March 1669-70. | October, 1662; Martha borne Sth August, 
Jon son of John Harod, by Em his wife, | 1665. 


Tsaack Hide and Susana Backster were mar- 
ied the 12th July, 1665 ; dau Christean born 
| in 9th mo., ’68, and dyed 3 weeks after; dau 
Elizabeth borne 27 July, 1671; son Isaack 
borne ye 6th 2d mo., ’74, and died 3 months 
after ; son Richard born 6th March, 1676~7. 
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John Hoeman and [ester Crason were mar- | 
jed 23d 10th mo., 1669. Ye said Hester had 
a daughter borne out of mariag 18 12 mo., 
1668 ; John borne 22d Aprill, “70; Mordecai 
borne 3d 6th mo., 1673. 

Steephen Hasket, his son Steeven by Eliza- 
beth his wife botne in March, 1668-69, and 
deceased 14 days after ; theire son Elias borne 
the 25th of Aprill, 1670; theire daughter 
Mary borne the 13 March, 1671-2; daughter 
Sara botne 5 12 mo., 1673. 

Thomas Hanson and Mary Robisson, widow, 
were maried the 3d of June, 1669; theire 
daughter Mary borne 3d 10th mo., 1670. 

John Holmes and Sara Hone, widow, were 
maried the 2ist 2d mo., 167-; theire son Jo- 
seph borne [4th 12th mo., 1672; Benjamin 
borne 6th 8th mo., °74; daughter Sarah borne 
23d 12th mo., 1676; dau Elizabeth borne 21st 
July, 1679; daughr Jane borne June Ist, ’83. 

Timothy Tlickes and Dorcas Veren were mar- 
ied the 21st 12th mo., 1671; Dorcas his wife 
deceased ye 5th 11 mo., "72. 

Thomas Howard, his daughter Mary borne 
by Ruth his wife ye 24th 2d mo., 72; theire 
son Nathan borne the 17th 7th mo., 1673 ; son 
Solomon borne the 5th August, 1675. 


John Herbert and Mary Follett were marry- 
ed 15th April, 1672; son John borne the 7th 
August, 1674. 

John Hutchenson and Sara Putnam were 
married July, 1672. 

Peeter Harvey and Hana Gilbert were mar- 
ried January, 1670; son Peeter borne ye 10th 
February, 1670: son David borne 20 Septem- 
ber, 1672; daughter Hanna borne the Ist July, 
1674; son John borne I4th April, 1676; 
daughter Mary borne 25th Ist mo., 167-; 
daughter Sarah borne the 15th April, 1680. 


were married 9th 8th mo., 1672; daughter 
Mary borne ye 27th 7th mo., 1673: son John 
borne ye 20th 6th mo., 1675; ye daughr Mar- 
gret borne 10th November, 1686, and dyed ye 


18th Jany, 1688. 





a2 


Mr. John Higgenson junr and Sara Savage 


| borne 17th August, 1687; Mary Hirst borne 








Joseph, son of Edward [flilliard, borne by 
Martha his wife, the 4th January, 1672. 

Richard Huchenson and Susana Archer, 
widow, were maried in October, 1668; Su- 
sana his wife deceased 26th 9th mo. ,1674. 

George Hodges, his son George borne by Sa- 
ra his wife the 18th of March, 1671-72 ; Mary 
borne 16th 11th mo., 1673; son Joseph borne 
2ist 12th mo., 1675; daughter Hanna borne 
6th 11th mo., 1677; daughter Dorcas borne 
7th April, 1680; theire son John borne the 
10th 12th mo., 1681 ; Gemaliell born 8th Sep- 
tember, 1685. 

George Hacker and Bethiah Meachum were 
maryed the last week in September, 1672; 
their daughter Bethia borne ye 25th 5th mo., 
1673, died 9th 6th mo., 1674; their second 
daughter Bethia the 9th March, 1675-6; sonne 
George borne the 13th 6th mo., 1678 ; daugh- 
ter Sarah borne ye 28th 12th mo, 1680. 

John Harrod, his daughter Sara borne by 
Mary his wife, ye 26th 12th mo., 1669 ; theire 
daughter Elizabeth borne ye 27th 10th mo., 
1671; dau Abigaile borne 20th 6th mo., 
1673 ; son John borne the 6th of 9th mo., 
1675; daughter Mary borne ye 25th 7th mo., 


_ 1678; theire son Samuell borne the 29th May, 


1682; theire son Ebenezar bo 29th 6th mo., 
84. 


Mr. Richard Hollingworth, his son Caleb 
borne by Elizabeth his wife, the 22d Decem- 


_ ber, 1673. 


Nathaniel Hum and Priscilla Kitchen were 
married in October, 1672 ; their daugh’r Pris- 
cilla borne the 2]st January, 1672; 


Sara borne the 6th, 8th mo., 1674. 


daughter 


Mr. William Hirst and Mary Grove weare 
married the 30th day of July 1674; ye sone 
Grove berne 29th August, 1675; daughter 
Elizabeth borne the 10th March, 1676-7; 
(Wm Hirst borne 24th August, °79, and dyed 
7th, 8th mo., °79: Jno. Hirst borne Sept. 3d, 
*85, and dyed 4th, 8th mo., ’87;) Will’m 
Hirst borne 20th, 6th mo., °83; Jno. Hirst 























20th Deeemb’r, 1688; Mary Hirst dyed 11th 
&th mo., ’89; George Hirst bo lith June “YI, 
dyed June 19th, 1092. 

Eleazer Hathorne, his son William borne by 
Abigaile his wife the 9th May, 1672; son 
Samuell borne 23d 7th mo., 1674. 


Richard Harris and Hana Dove were maried 
the 10th of March, 1670: their daughter 
Hanna borne the 3d 10th mo., 1673 ; Richard 
and John, twins, were borne the 3d of March, 
1674. 


William Hollis and Kertland Belud were 
married ; theire daughter Elizabeth 
borne in July, 1672; Mary borne 11th 10th 


mo., *73. 


Jonathan Hart and Lidda Neale were mar- 
ried in 9th mo., °71; theire daughter Lidda 
borne 5th January, “71; 


son Jonathan borne 


he 14th April, 1673 ; John borne the 6th , ,, 
the E608 Agen, 1675; som Jonm borne the Oth ; England and the date of the yeare on the other 


June, 1675. 


William Henfeild and Elizabeth 
were maried ye 12th July, 1671; theire daugh- 
ter Elizabeth borne ye 4th Aprill, 1672; 
daughter Hanah borne in ye year ‘74 and de- 
ceased 6 weeks after; 2d daughter Hanah 
borre 4th Ist mo., ’76-7. 


Mr. John Hathorne and Ms. Ruth Gardner 
were marryed ye 22d Ist mo., 1674; their son 
John borne ye 16th 11th mo., 1675; son Na- 
thaniell borne 25th 9th mo., ’78. 


Thomas Haines and Sarah Ray were married 
the 15th 10th mo., 1676; their son Jobn born 
14th Aprill, 1678; theire son William borne 


25th 8th mo., 80; daughter Sarah borne 31st | 
October, 1681; Joseph borne October 18th, | 


1683; sone Benja. borne 2lst Septr, 1685; 
Daniell borne 25th Avgust, 1687, and dyed 


last June *89 ; Hannah borne ye 25th Septr, | 


1689 ; Thomas borne 17th October, 1691. 


Symond Horne and Rebecka Stevens, widow, 


were married the 28th February, 1675; theire | 
son Joshuah berne the middle September, | 


1677 ; son Symond borne ye 11th 11th mo., 
1679. 
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. ’ 
; sae, 


Preston | 


Jonathan Horne, son of John Horne and 
Navmi his wife, deceased October 6, 1701. 


[vO BE CONTINUED.] 


NOTES ON AMERICAN CURRENCY—No. 4. 





BY M. A. STICKNEY. 


The second or oak type of the New England 
money was ordered to be coined by Massaehu- 
setts,* 1652, Oct. 19: 


of 


‘For the prevention 
washing or cliping all eueh peices of 
money as shall be coyned within this jurisdic- 
tion, it is ordered by this Court and authoritie 
thereof, that henceforth all peices of money 
coyned as afforesaid, both shillings and smaller 
peices, shall have a double ringe on either side 
with this inscription, (Massachusetts) anda 
tree in the center on the one side, and New 


; 


} 


No alteration was ordered in the weight, 
but only of the type and legend ; the following 
is the weight of six shillings of the oak type 
in my collection: four of seventy-two grains 
each, one of seventy-five, one as low as sixty- 
| eight,t sixpence thirty grains, threepencet 

seventeen, and four two-pence pieces twelve 
grains each. The tree appears to be as good 
a representation of the pasture oak of New 
England as the skill of the artist could make 
it, and is found on the shilling, sixpence, three- 
pence and all the two pence, most of which 





* Mass. Court Records. 


+ This coin was cut so thin from the bar that it 
did not admit of being rounded and is nearly square, 
and was saved with others on account of its curious 
appearance, such as being struck twice, and other 
variations of the dies. All the coins, the weight of 
which I have given, are in fine preservation and can 
have lost but little weight in circulation. 


¢ No threepences were coined in England from 
1649 to 1670, and I think very few here, tit after 
| 1662, as they are the most rare of the series, and I 
| have never seen but one of the oak type. 
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were probably struck in the year they were | 


ordered, 1662, a8 they were to be half the 
coinage of that year. It is pretty certain thet 


RETAILER'S LICENCE. 
Salem, July ye 26, 1690. 
The Selectmen ot Salem doe aprove and alow 


the pine was not adopted on the New England Mr, Nehmiah Willoughby of Salem to Sell 
coin till some time after 1662. It is not prob- and Retaile Wine, Rum and other Strong drinks 


able that two different types would haxe been 
used at the same time; I cannot find any ac- 
count of its being called pine-tree money till 
some time after that period. When the actual 
change of the type from that of an oak to 
that of a pine took place cannot now be as- 
certained. 

In 1662 Sir Thomas Temple,* in an inter- 
view with Charles IT., calls the tree on the N. 
FE. money an oak, and to conciliate him, who 


considered their coinage an infringement of 


his royal prerogative, the royal oak in which 
he found a shelter from his enemies. 





MISCELLANEA. 





NOTICE OF BEING CHOSEN TYTHINGMEN. 
To Constable Nehemiah Willowbey : 

You are heareby Required in his ma)’y name 
to give notice vnto Lt John pickering Manasses 
Marston and John Horne; that thay and every 
ane of them are chosen Tytheing Men, And you 
are to warne them to appeare at the next Coun- 
tye Courte to bee held the last Tuesday of this 
Instant mo being the twenty-ffith day of the 
ad mo., theere to attend the County pleasure 
yntil the Oath bee Administred ynto them Ac- 
cording to law. 

Pr Jonn Hatuorne In the name 
and by order of the Selectmen, 

Salem 11 9 mo., °79, 

Likewise to warn Thomas Stacey Tytheing 
man as aboue to Attend with the rest. 

pr Jno. Hatnorne by order 
Salem 11 9, °79. of the Selectmen. 

I have warned all the within mentioned to 
appear according to the tenor of the within 
warrant. 

21 9 mo., ’79. 


prime, Newer Witiovensy, Constable. 





*Mass. Archives, Life of Thomas Hollis. 


. 


| —John Waldron, Jun’r 


| 


w'thout doores. 
Selectmen. 


In behalfe of the rest of the 


Attested, 
Jos. Wotcorr. 


CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION AS COMMISSIONER. 

At a Meeting of the ffreemen 10th Noubr, 
1679. 

Chosen ffor Commissioners for the Towne 
ffor this Yeare Mr. William Browne sen’r, 
Mr. Edmo. Batter and Mr. Bartholmew Ced- 
ney. 

This is a true Copye taken out of the Rec- 
ords. 

Joun Hatnorne, Record’r. 
To the Selectmen. 
Salem, 28th Nov’r, 1679. 


AN ORDER TO WARN SOLDIERS. 
Salem, August 21, 1703. 
Sergeant William Beckett, 

You are in her majesties name hereby 
Required forthwith to warn, & give notice 
unto the Severall persons here underwritten 
Thatt they appear ut my Dwelling House be- 
fore me, with arms & amunition compleatt ac- 
cording to Law on the 23rd Day of this Instant 
august Being Munday att two of the Clock In 
the afternoon, there to attend further orders 
for her majesties Special Service, They being 
Enlisted according to Law, and If any of 
them be nott at Home, you are to Leave a no- 
tification at there Houses or usuall places of 
abode In writeing that they appear as above- 
said, faill nott, Sam’Lt Browne, Capt. 

John Elkins 
—Joseph Ingersoll 
| John Harvy 


Sam’ll Pudney 
—Sam’ll ffelton 


- | — Rob’tt Moulton Jun’r +—fira Skerry 
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—Phillip English Jun’r 
Dan’ll Jett 

—John Silsby 

—John Blifin Jun’r 

—John Ropes Jun’r 


To appear on Tuesday the 
24th Instant Aug’t att 
one of the Clock 
afternoon 


Ezek’ll Marsh 
to appear forthwith 


A tru Copy of Phillip English his Warning | 


and Notification delivered in your Oath 
Salem Oct’r 29th 1703 by Sargent William 
Becket 
wn Joun Hatuorne, 


Justices 
Ww. Hirst . 





EPITAPH FROM A TOMBSTONE IN THE BURIAL 
GROUND AT WATERTOWN, MASS. 
How will the Redeemer’s light 
Clarify the Beleiver’s sight ; 
How joyful will the saints arise 
And rub the dust from out their eyes. 





EPITAPH ON A MISER. 
Here lies one who for med’cines would not give 
A little Gold—and 80 his life he lost ! 
T faney now he’d wish again to live 
Could he but guess how much his funeral 
cost. 





ORIGIN OF THE TERM FARTHING. 

The Norman Kings coined pence with a cross 
80 deeply impressed that they might be easily 
broken into halves, which they called half- 


pence, and into four parts, which they called 
fourthins, or farthings. 





NUMISMATICS, 

The second edition of Dickeson’s work on 
American Coins has just been issued—it con- 
tains an additional plate of coins and much | 
matter not to be found in the first edition of | 
the work. Many of the rarest coins illustrat- | 
ed belong to the collections in Salem ; persons 
desirous to obtain the work will find it at | 


3urnham’s Bookstore, 143 Washington Street, 


|] 
| Boston. 





OLD PAMPHLET. 





A publication issued in 1789 bears the fol- 
| lowing curivus titlek—**To the majesty of the 





Peorte. The Curistran-PoiiticaL Movsk- 
| Trap! or the World Reformed.”’ 
| COPY OF A CIRCULAR LETTER IN THE HAND- 


WRITING OF COL, PICKERING.—B, F, B. 


| To.the Captain and Subalterns of the first Com- 
| pany of Militia in Salem : 
| Gentlemen : 
Pursuant to a resolve of the Provincial 
Congress held at Cambridge Oct. 26, 1774, we 
| hereby recommend to you forthwith to endeav- 
our to enlist one-quarter at the least of the num- 
| berof training Soldiers in your Company and 
cause them to beequipt witharms,ammunition 
and accoutrements fit for actual Military Service. 
And when you shall have made this enlistment, 
| we desire you would without delay make a re- 
| turn unto us of the names of the persons en- 
listed, whom, with those who shall in like 
| manner be enlisted in the other companies of 
| this regiment, we shall form into companies of 
| fifty privates, who are to hold themselves in 
| readiness to march at the shortest notice under 
| the command of such officers as they shall 
| choose ; which officers when chosen are to form 
| their companies into a battalion and elect offi- 
cers to command the same. 

The returns of the men enlisted as aforesaid 
and also of the number of other militia men 
in your company and the state of the equip- 
ments of the whole we desire you to make 

|to either of us in writing before the 17th 

of March next, that 80 we may be enabled to 
| represent the exact state of the regiment to 

| the Provincial Congress which is to set on the 
end of the same month. 


T > Ding Perl ry? 
imoTHY PickERING, JUN’R, ] p; 
ield office 
Joun MANSFIELD, Id officers 
Henry Herrick, 
Samuet Hoiren, Jun’r, 
Arcue.aus Fuuuer, 
Danvers, Febru’y 2, 1775. 


of the first 
? Restesent 
jin WweEX. 
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QUERIES. 


tev. John Langdon Sibley, Librarian of 
Harvard College, has, for many years, been col- 
lecting materials for a biographical sketch of 
all the Graduates of that Institution. It will 


be published as soon as practicable. An an- 


swer to any of the following queries will ma- | 


teriaily aid him in his researches. 

Rev. John Fisk, UW. C. 1702—who was set- 
tled at Killingly, Ct. 
Wenuam? 


Was he a native of 
If so—birth? Parents? He would 
have been not far from twenty years, before 
graduation ; and would be likely to have had 
a letter missive sent to Wenham Church at 
his ordination. 

Jeremiah Easeman, H. C. 
abroad and died before 1716. 
thing anywhere about him? 

Rev. Moody, Vf. C. 1707.—Was 
born at Salisbury—birth? parents, wife and 


1703.—Travelled 
Is there any- 


Joshua 
marriage? anything more? when ordained ? 


Stephen Jajues, of Newbury, Hi. C. 
Was he born Sth Sept., 1685, or 28th July, 


1686? What time in 1779 did he die? Where | 
on Cape Cod did he teach, and marry Thank- 


ful Taylor? Is anything more known about 
him? 

Rev. John Tufts, H. C. 1708.—Did he die 
at Amesbury, Aug. 17, 1750 or Salsbury? 


1707. | 


| been drowned ; when, and under what cir- 
cumstances? probably before 1727? 

Obadiah Ayer, H.C. 1710, of Haverhill. 
Parents? birth ? occupation and offices? wife? 

Richard Hazzen, HU. C., 1717, of Haverhill 
Parents? birth? wife? offices? day of death? 
He was a surveyor of land. 

Wm. Burnham, H.C. 1702 of Ipswich. 
Birth? parents? wife? was settled at Ken- 
sington, Conn. 

Ebenezer Rust, HW. C.. 1707. Settled at 
Stratham, N.H. ; birth, parents, &c. 

Dan. Rindge, U. C. 1709. Birth? parents? 
taught at Portsmouth, N. H. and died when? 
1713? was he son of Capt. Daniel who had a 
farm at Hamlet ? 

Dr. Thos. Berry, UW. C. 1711. Parents? 
| birth? wife and marriage? he died Aug. 10, 

1756, aged 61. 

Benj. Crocker, W. C. 1713. 
Ipswich in 1766? 
| 1764. 

Henry Wise, WU. C. 1717. Born at Che- 
baceo, when? wife? when did he die? in 
1779 or before? what is known about him. 
Cogswell, H. C. 1718. Birth? 

parents? offices, besides being Representative, 
| 1750-53. 

Rev. Joseph Whipple, H. C. 1720, of Hamp- 
ton Falls. Birth? parents? * E.S. W. 





Did he die at 
Perhaps moved away in 


Francis 


Date of marriage with Sarah Bradstreet, and | 


who she was. May he have also lived or died 
at Danvers? 

Rer. John Barnard, of Andover, H.C. 1709. 
Where and when married? 

Rev. John Chipman, of Beverly, H.C. 1711. 
When did he marry Ist Rebecca, sister of Col. 
Robert Hale, and 2d Hannah Warren, and 
who was she ? 

Rev. Joshua Gardner, H. C. 1709, of Ha- 
verhill, when and where born or where trom ? 
Was he ordained 10th or Ifth Jan. I711? 
Wife and marriage. 

John: Wainwright, of Haverhill, H. C. 1711. 
Birth? parents? wife? Ile is said to have 


| ERRATA. 
| Vol. 2, No. 2, page 65, fourth line from top, 
| for Milabel Sewall, read Mitchell Sewall ; and 
| on same page, ‘* April 27th,’ for Rev. Wm. 
| Fisk, read Rev. Mr. Fisk. 

| Vol. 2d, No. 2, page 79, for ‘* torments of 
| the accused,”’ read’ ‘* torments of the accusers.”’ 
| In note, (pages 82-3) same number, for pil- 

grimage read vicinage. 
| Vol. 2d, No. 2, 


age 102, ninth line from 


| top, for cottle read cottel. 


| On page 133 of the present number, for 
he Remington ’’ read ‘‘ Redington.” 





